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 LuciDAMIA to Mil Arne on her prot ofong 
the means of carrying an a ſecret Correſſ o idence 
with a lover, ſhe was ſent by her parents into the 
country to avoid. With the ſtory of CLYyDAMOE 
and FLAVIA, | 


BHs baniſhed from all the gaydelights 
of life, and the more ſolid pleaſures 
of friendſhip and ſociety, I need not 
tell you how agreeably I was ſur- 
prized at receiving a letter from my 
dear Melanthe, — The methods you have taken, 
not only to diſcover the place of my retreat, but 
alſo to elude the vigilance of my watchful guar- 

dians, is a proof that your wit and ingenuity 
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are equal to your good- nature and compaſſion, 
and have the higheit claim to my admiration as 
well as gratitude. — How ſhall I ever jufficient] 

repay your tenderneſs | — My diſtreſs is leſſened 
by the ſhare you take in it, and every woe fits 
lighter on me, by your ſeeming to feel them fo 
heavy; — yet, generous Mezlanthe ! —I have 
ſomething farther than all this to thank you for: I 
have an obligation to you, which perhaps you 
think not of, nor even imagine I ſhould take as 


one; yet it is ſuch as I tremble to reflect what I 


mult have endured, had you acted in a contrary 
manner. — If, inſtead of propoſing to me the 
means of continuing a correſpondence with Sera- 
pbino, you had put your ſtratagem in execution, 
and accompanied your letter with one from that 
unhappy youth, how miſerable muſt I have been! 
— My heart ſinks in me, and a chill horror runs 
through all my veins at the bare idea: — No, 
AZelanihe, | am unhappy encugh already, with- 
out the dreadful addition of a conſciouſneſs of 
de{erving to be ſo. — When I encouraged the 
addreſſes of Seraphino, the condeſcention was 
authorized by my parents; and if the graces of 
his perſon, and a nearer acquaintance with his 
many virtues, made me yield up my whole heart 
to the enchanting influence, I had nothing where- 
withto reproach myſelf; but now, in this ladalter- 
native, when they who, under heaven, have the 
ſole right to diſpoſe of me, command me to ſee 
him no more, how can I, — how dare I, indulge 
an inclination, which, however innocent in it- 
ſelf, would be rendered criminal by diſobedience. 
— From the authority which ſeparates us there is 
no appeal. Seraphino, as well as I, ought to be 
fenſible of this truth, and I hope will not ſuffer 
his paſſion to get ſo far the better of his reaſon, 
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as to make him wiſh a union, which could not 
but be attended with extreme wretchedneſs to 
both of us. What though the quarrel between 
our fathers, aroſe from a meer trifle to the judg- 
ing world, we ſee to what fatal lengths it has 
tranſported them, that there is ſo little probability 
of their ever being reconciled, that every hour 
ſeems to encreaſe their animoſity ; and it is not 
our province to look to the cauſe, but the edis. 
—]t is enough for us to know their will ; — let 
others examine into the motives of that will; we 
are not to enquire, but to obey, — Hard is it, I 
confeſs, to bring myſelf to think with indifference 
of a perſon I have been long accuſtomed to regard, 
with the moſt perfect tenderneſs. I know not 
whether the ſeparation of the foul and body, in 
the agonies of death, can inflict pains more ter- 
Tible, yet am I well convinced I owe no leſs a 
ſacrifice to my duty. I do not pretend that I am 
heroine enough to perform it as I ought, but I 
aſſure you I am chriſtian enough to uſe my utmoſt 
efforts for that end. Let Seraphino animate and 


ſtrengthen me by his example; it is the only 


favour I aſk of him, or will ever receive from 


him. — I beg you will communicate my ſenti- 


ments to him on this head, and that he may be 
certain they are my own, you may let him ſee 
the teſtimony under my hand, if you judge pro- 
per, or ſhall find it neceſſary.— If our mutual 
misfortune has ſo deep an effect on him, as you 
ſeem to think it has, it is an action truly worth 
the generoſity of your nature, to alleviate his 
forrows ; but, alas! this is not to be done by 
cheriſhing any vain hopes he may conceive con- 
cerning me, orencouraging him to perſiſt in deſires 
which muſt befruitleſs, becauſe unwarrantable. — 
Rather ſet before his eyes the madneſs of proſe- 
B 2 cuting 
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cuting a ſuit, which, were he to ſucceed in, 
would entail certain ruin on himſelf, as well as 
the perſon he pretends to love. Illuſtrate your 


arguments with ſome of thole ſad examples that 
daily obſervation preſents of the miſeries that 
ariſe from clandeſtine marriage. —I will furniſh 
vou with one which gave me much pain, on 
account of my intimacy with the untortunate 


young lady, who is concealed under the name of 


Flavia. i 


The flory of CLYDAMON and FLAVIA. 
1 CE YDAMON and Flavia were in a 


manner bred up together, the near neigh- 
„ bourhood of their parents, and a certain parity 
« of ſentiments, occaſioning the greateſt inti- 
« macy between the families. From their moſt 
« eezrly years, each diſcovered a more than ordi- 
«© nary tenderneſs for the other, inſomuch that 


© they were called husband and wife long before 


there was the leaſt thought of their ever being 
« fo, What was ſpoke in merriment, however 
„became ſerious, as the young couple grew 
& nearer to maturity.,— The father of Flavia 
& thought he could not diſpoſe of his daughter 
«© better than to Chdamon; and the other was 
very well pleaſed to give his ſon a wife edu- 
„ cated in the manner Flavia had been. — But 
« vile this matter was on the carpet, the mo- 
ther of that young beauty unfortunately died, 
« and that accident put oft for a time any fare 
* therdiſcourſeupgonthathead. It would doubt- 
< leſs have been reſumed as ſoon as the mourning 
& was over, if an unforeſeen misfortune to the 
<« Jovers. hopes had not happęned.— The father 
« of Figuig had not buried his amorous inclina- 
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tions in the grave of his deceaſed wife, he fell 
in love with a widow lady, and was married 


to her in leſs than three months after the fune- 


ral, "The firſt uſe ſhe made of the too great 
aſcendant ſhehad gained over her husband, was 
to break off the intended match between Ha- 
dia and Clydamon, in favour of a fon ſhe had 
by a former husband, who was unhappily 
captivated by the charms of that young 
lady. 


& TEE father of Chdamom was fo incenſed at 
his alliance being ſlighted, that his reſentment 
was outragious ; and theſe two old gentlemen 
from being inſeparable friends, became the 


* moſt implacable enemies. — The lovers were 


forbid to converſe with, or viſit each other ; 
but love, and the inadvertency of youth, got 
the better of their duty, and they choſe rather 
to hazard all the miſeries they might ſhare to- 
gether, than endure thoſe which ſeparation 
inflicted : = F/2via packed up what valuable 
trinkets ſhe was miſtreſs of, and quitted her 
father's houſe at midnight: Clydamon had pro- 
vided an equipage, which, with a proper 


eſcorte, carried them both to London, where, 


ontheirarrival, they were married. I received 
2 viſit from her, and gay as ſhe then ſeemed, 
I trembled for the conſequence of the raſh ſtep 
ſhe had taken, though I muſt confeſs I did 


not apprehend it of that terrible nature it 
proved. | 


© AFTER ſubſiſting ſome little time on the 
ſale of their jewels, they were driven to 
extreme neceſſity. — It was in vain they endea- 
vouted, by the moſt ſubmiſſive letters, to 
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move the hearts of their obdurate parents. 
In vain that Chdamon uſed his utmoſt efforts 
for procuring ſome poſt, or employment, by 


which he might ſupport himſelf and his be- 


loved Flavia; every attempt he made was 
unſucceſsful, and the diſtreſs of this unhappy 
pair was ſuch, as no human patience could 
ſuſtain.— I heard they had not food for ſeveral 
days, when Chydamon, grown deſperate, reſol- 
ved on meaſures to force tHat relief which the 
cruel world refuſed to his complaints. — He 
became a robber on the highway, was taken, 
tried, and condemned to death. — The ſhack- 
ing news ſoon reached his father's ears, and 
what paternal affection could not induce him 
to grant, the fears of diſgracing his family, 
now wrung from him :—He came immedi- 
ately to town, and by the power of a large 
ſum of money, properly applied, obtained a 
pardon for his ſon, on condition he ſhoulf 
tranſport himſelf to ſome one or other of ous 
colonies abroad, the choice of which was lefs 
to his own option. 


«© THIs unfortunate young gentleman, ear- 
neſtly begged permiſhon to throw himſelf at 
his father's feet before his departure, but could 
neither obtain a grant of that requeſt, nor of 
any thing, wherewith he might have been 
enabled to get his bread in the place to which 
he was going; and he embarked with the 
unhappy Flavia, who, on no terms, would be 
perſwaded to ſtay behind him, in a condition 
ſuch as gave him little room to rejoice that 


his ſorfeited life had been redeemed. 
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4 PROVIDENCE, however, ordered it fo, 
« that they ſtood in need of no farther human 
« affiftance ; —the ſhip they ſailed in ſprung a 
“ leak, and the greatelt part of thoſe on board 
“ were loſt, among the number of whom were 
this faithful pair, whom no afflictions could 
«© change from that inviolable love they had 
« vowed to each other, and whoſe good quali- 
ce ties, if not obſcured by diſobedience, had cer- 
< tainly merited a better fate.“ 


SEE, my dear 1lanthe! the fad effects of 
marrying without the conſent of parents. — By it 
we forfeit all claim to their protection, and the 
world's eſteem, — become the prey of calamity 
and ſcorn, and in that hopeleſs, helpleſs ſituation, 
are too apt, as in the caſe of Chydamon, to grow 
dead to every ſenſe, but that of our wretchedneſs, 
and run headlong into crimes to which our nature 
is moſt averſe.— But ſhould we purſue only ſuch 
courſes for ourrelief, as are moſt laudable, we cannot 
expect lengta of days, (for this is the providential 
reward of obedience and duty) or that the few 
we are permitted to enjoy ſhould be crowned 
with any true proſperity.— O defend me, hea- 
ven, from ever being the victim of diſobedience ! 
— [he laſt words my father ſaid to me, as he 
was putting me into the coach, ring ſtill in my 
ears, and I hope will always dwell upon my mind: 
_ i you would avoid my everlaſting curſe, cried he, 
make no attempts to diſappoint my will, nor think of 
Seraphino mare. — Alas, I could only anſwer with 
my tears, but my heart vowed obedience to the 
ſevere injunction. —If you truly love me, help 
to fortify this pious reſolution in me. — Write to 
me as often as opportunity permits; but mention 
not Scraphino, till you _ aſſure me he is reſign- 
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ed to think as I do on this important ſubject. 
Farewell, and believe that in all circumſtances of 
lite, Iam, dear madam, 


Yours ſincerely, 
LuUCIDAMIA, 


EPISTLE II. 


From the ſame to her mother, on hearing ſhe was ſent 
for to London, in order io be compelled to marry 
a man ſhe had the utmaſt averſion for. a 


Aist dear, and honoured madam, 


$ S ona thouſand occaſions I have experi- 
enced your indulgence, I impute rather 
to your comphance with my father's re- 
oC queſt than your own inclination, that I 
have been denied the . of an anſwer to any 
of thoſe very many letters I have ſent ſince my 
confinement in this ſolitary receſs ; and am there- 
fore emboldened once more to pour out the ful- 
neſs of my foul before you; to beſeech you to 
have compaſſion on my forlorn condition; — nay, 
even to conjure you, by the tender name of mo- 
ther, and all the ties of nature and affection, 

to vouchſaſe me your aſſiſtance in this diſtractin 
exigence, — this terrible dilemma, that, which- 
ſoever way I turn, affords nothing but the proſ- 
pet of eternal ruin. — My aunt has juſt now 
ſuewn ,me a letter ſhe received from my father, 
wherein he deſires her to prepare for our return 
to L.dm; but, O heaven ! to what end to 
be the wretched bride, the victim of a man I 
vw | can 
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can have no taſte for as a husband! — a man, 
who, were my heart entirely free from all attach- 
ment to another, I never could be brought to 
love |! How can I aſſume a tenderneſs it is not 
in my power to feel! — To be fincere in all my 
words and actions, was the firſt precept of my 
early youth; — I have ever ſince held it ſacred, 
and I cannot, and am certain you would not wiſh 
me to forget it. —But I am now told that reaſon 
ought to guide inclination, that the ſofter paſſions 
ſhould give way to the conſiderations of intereſt 
and the world's eſteem, and that theſe plead 
ſtrongly in favour of Andrugio:— Alas how dif- 
ferent are my thoughts ! What are his titles to 
me |! — What all the honours his late ſucceſs has 
gained! — Meer ſhadows to attract the diſtant 
eye, but afford no real charms upon a near 
approach. — Can his wealth purchaſe for me the 
leaſt moment's peace of mind? — Or outward 
grandeur compenſate for inward diſcontent ? — 
O no, — where hearts are not linked by a ſecret 
ſympathy, an inviſible, undiſcernable attraction 
that binds them to each other, heaven never in- 
tended a union of hands, nor will vouchſafe a 
blefling. — Thus, madam, I have heard you ſay, 
you argued with yourſelf, when you refuſed a 
coronet for my father : — Your parents indeed 
did not oppoſe your inclination, but left you free, 
to make your choice between lade and greatneſs ; 


— that, alas! is not my unhappy: caſe ; —yet do 


f 


L not complain, much leſs preſume go expect you 
ſhould ſacrifice your reſentment, to ply with 
the tenderneſs of my heart. — As I 21914 rn from 
what I had once your leave to think add form 
my greateſt happineſs, I only intreat I may not 
be forced to what I know will he the molt ex. 
teme wretchedneſs that ean b@infliged on me. 
15 75": TW 
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— Ctlia has given me ſome hints which I believe 
ſhe had from my aunt, that it is more out of 
hatred to Serapbius, than good-will to Audrugio, 
that my father has taken this cruel reſolution, and 
meerly to prevent my diſpoſing of myſelf againſt 
his conſent, intends to diſpoie of me ſo contrary 
to my own. — Ah, madam ! if it be ſo, I beſeech 
you to aſſure him, as you ſafely may, that there 
is nothing (nut even this dreadful marriage) 
which more ſhocks my. imagination, than being 
guilty of ſo raſh, ſo unpardonable a violation of 
my duty.—I agree to renounce Seraphino for 
ever, —utterly to abjure him,—to ſee him no 
more, and, as little as poſſible to think of him. 
I will put it out of my power to liſten to any 
dictates my fond heart might ſuggeſt in his favour, 
by the moſt ſacred obligations that words can 
form, or incredulity exact from me; but if all 
this ſhould be thought too weak to atone for my 
failing in thatimplicrt obedience which is expected 
trom me, reverſe at leaſt my ſentence ; — puniſh 
me by any other kind of means provoked au- 
| thority can invent; — condemn me to pals the 
whole remainder of my days in lonely ſolitude z 
— ſhut me from all ſociety, or baniſh me 
where only lions and tygers dwell. — Fate cannot 


leach me in any ſhape ſo horrid as the ennbencen 
of Andrugiog 


Pak pon, TI beſeech you, madam, the wild- 
nels of theſe expreſſions, which nothing but the 
moſt poignant anguiſh of the laſt deſpair could 
have forced from me; and be aſſured, that tho* 
] have faid much more than you may think I 
ought to have done, I have ſaid little in compa- 
Flon of what is felt by, madam, 
Your unhappy, but obedient daughter, 
Lu cIDAMuIX. 
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| EPISTLE II. 
From a lady of quality, to her fri:nd in the country. 


Dear SILVIA, | 
HILE I envy you the true felicities 


of a calm retreat, you repinè at being 
deprived, for a few months, of the 
noiſy enjoyments of this tumultuous: 
town. — You long to know what paſſes among. 
the gay, the trifling world; willy to be told of the 
foibles you pity, and, in ſpite of all your good- 
nature, are ſtarved for want of a little ſcandal.— 
Indeed, my dear, I am the moſt unfit perſon 
alive to treat you with this kind of food ; how- 
ever, I will do my belt to entertain you, aſſuring 
you at the ſame time, that it ſhall be at the expence 
of my own follics, not at that of other people. 


You know though I loſt my husband before 
what they call the haney-moon of marriage was 
expired, and became a widow at ſixteen, I al- 
ways declared againſt entering into a ſecond en- 
gagement. I need not tell you my ſincerity in 
this point, ſince you have been witneſs of many 
inſtances to convince you of it. For more than 
four years, I perliſted in my reſolution ; but, you 
do not ſce my bluſhes, while I confeſs that to- 
wards the middle of the fifth, other ideas: came 
into my head. About that time I happened to 


mect Derimenes, at lady Luad's aſſembly; he 


Was juſt then returned from his travels; the 
4 B 6 world 
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world allows, he is perfectly accompliſhed : — 
he ſeemed to diſtinguith me in a particular man- 
ner, directed every thing he ſaid to me, and 
watched my eyes for an approbation :— All the 
company took notice of his behaviour; they 
ſpoke of it wherever they came, and from this 
firſt interview gave him to me as a lover. 


AFTER this, I could go to no public place 
without ſeeing him; whether I went to church, 
to court, to the park, the ridotto, the opera, or 
play, I was ſure of finding him. — At laſt he 
took the liberty of viſiting me, declared an in- 
finity of paſſion tor me, and left nothing unſaid 
or unſworn to convince me of the reality of it. 
— Tt was not vanity, but a ſecret liking, that made 
me but too willing to give credit to his flatteries : 
— Yes, Sia, 1 will own to you that I was 
weak enough to be pleaſed with the perſon and 
addreſs of Dorimenes, and allo to let him ſce J 
was ſo, — He propoſed marriage, and I had hatf 
conſented, when a ſudden thought came into my 
head, to make trial how far his affection would 


extend. told him J had but one objection to 


becoming his in the way he mentioned; which 
was, that being determined, as J imagined, ne- 
ver to marry again, I had made a deed of gift 
to a relation, of all I was worth in the world, 
in caſe I ever did fo, and that the ſame moment 
that made me a wife, made me alſo a beggar ; fo 
that, /aid 1, with à very ſerious arr, it is out of 
my power to change my condition, unleſs to a 
man who has a ſufficient ſtock of fortune and love 
to ſupport a wife of quality, without the leaſt 
contribution on her part: — The one of theſe, 
continued I, J know you are maſter of, but dare 
not fatter myſelf you hae enough of the 

N | 25 5 other, 
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other, to hazard the inconveniences of ſuch a 
union. | 


PERFECT as he is in the art of diſſimulation, 
he could not keep the ſhock this tale gave him 
from being viſible in his countenance :— You 
would have been diverted to have ſeen the auk- 
ward profeſſions he afterwards made; but I felt a 
"= X certain tremor at my heart, that convinced me. 
| more than I had been before, how much he had 
got poſſeſſion of it. — His words, indeed, were 
pafſionate as ever, but the accents in which they 
were ſpoke, were faint and languid; he vowed 
his Whole deſires were centered in my charming 
crſon, but his eyes gave the he to every oath, 
and while he ſwore he wiſhed no greater heaven 
than my preſence, diſcovered an impatience to 
be gone. — I was now no leſs deſirous to be rid 
of him, and to break off an engagement I could 
ne longer find any pleaſure in. Some company 
luckily came, and relieved us both; and, would 
you believe it, Sia, we have never met ſince. 
— He ſent me aletter the next day, pretending ſud- 
den buſineſs into the country; but I know he is 
ſtill in town, though he carefully avoids all places 

which threaten him with my appearance. 


\ 2 ay Say Sores, 


-J I SEE, in my mind's eye, as Hamlet ſays, the 
<< impatience which friendſhip and curioſity. excite 

i in you for the ſequel of this adventure, as it re- 
lates to me, for I have already informed you of 
all I can concerning Dorimenes. — I was moſt ter- 
ribly mortified for the firſt four or five days, and 
half repented of the ſtratagem which had loſt me 
to agreeable a lover, and by putting his generoſity 
to too ſevere a teſt, removed the ſweet. deluſion 
fim my eyes, which, had it continued, would 
5 have 
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have afforded me the ſame ſatis faction the reality 


could have done; but price at leng h came to my 
aſſiſtance, and enabled me to thirk only with 
contempt of a man, who while he pretended the 
molt ſublime paſſion that ever was, had only ſor- 
did intereſt in view, made his addreites to my for- 
tune, not my perſon, and could think with Hudibras, 


What's the worth of any thing, 
But fo much money as 'twill bring? 


Ox the recovery of my liberty, I was ſadly 


alarmed at what might be ſaid in regard to this 
affair — All my acquaintance had ſeen the de- 
voirs paid to me by Dorimenz:; they now ſaw thoſe 
devoirs were entircly ceaſed, and I trembled at the 
thoughts that my picture might be drawn in a 
willow garland at al! the tea-tables in town, and 
perhaps exhibited on Feote's theatre of mimickry, 
among his catalogue of miſerables.— I did not 
find that an affection of gaiety would of itſelf be 
ſufficient to defend me from the miſchief I fo 
much dreaded; and as I had heard it was a 
maxim with pokticians to ſeem moſt open in 
thoſe things they moſt endeavoured to conceal, I 
_ reſolved to put it in practice, and related to eve 
one I came in company with, the whole ſubject 
of my laſt converſation with Derimenes, Ar 
at the ſame time of my own happy artifice, 
which had rid me oi his impertinent ſollicita- 
tions. — I had the gocd fortune to be believed. 
— My character of inſenſibility is retrieved z and 
the raillery falls wholly on Dorimenes. 


To you alone, dcar Siſvia, my weakneſs is 
conſeſſed, and I give you leave to laugh at me 
as immoderakcly as you pleaſe, provided you put 
BY it 
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ir in the power of nobody elle to do fo, and look 
on the confidence I repole in you as the higheit 
proof of friendſhip can be given by 


Yours affectionately, 
| SERENA. 


EPISTLE IV. 


From MARILLA to AMELIA, giving an account 
of her unhappy paſſin for MIR TIL LO; her be- 
ing the occaſian of his death; the diſtractiom this 
dreadful accident had involved her. im, and the re- 
felutien ſhe had taken upon it. | 


My dear AMELIA, 8 
en aki quit the world for ever, 
T4 


; Without taking a ſolemn leave of you, 
9 885 and alſo making you partaker of a ſe- 


W cret, which had I revealed in time, 
perhaps had prevented my being thus miſerable. 
If not fated to perdition, your kind advice 
might have reſtrained my frenzy. — What have I 
faid ! — Wretch that I am | — How date I, even 
in thought, prophanely tax eternal providence, or 
_ the blame of my impurities on heaven 

o, in my intervals of reaſon I am convinced, 
and ready with the poet to acknowledge, that 


Tis our cum wiſdom maulds our flate ; 
Our faults, or virtues, make our fate. 


O, now fhall I begin — With what words 


{hall I confeſs my folly, my injuſtice, my perfi- 
diouſneſs, 


31 
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| 
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diouſneſs, and ingratitude — How relate the yet 


more ſhocking conſequence ! Let it is a taſk 


— 


which ſriendſhip demands from me, and which 
I have enjoined myſelf, as the firſt act of that 
long penance I have vowed :— Mean, mean 
atonement for, guilt like mine — Take then the 


dreadful tale. 


Yov are too well acquainted with the affairs 
of our family, not to know that I was contracted 
in my infancy. by my parents to Antonio; that I 
was bred up in the notion of being one day his 
wife ;' that no other man had ever any acceſs to 
me on the ſcore of love; and that both being 


arrived at a proper age, the ſacred ceremony 


only waited for his return from Wiliſtire, where 
he went to take poſſeſſion of an eſtate lately left 
him by his uncle; —but, O Amelia! you yet 
are ignorant what happened during that fatal ab- 
fence.—I was invited by a diſtant relation of my 


mother's, to paſs ſome days with her daughters, . 
at'a houſe they had hired for the ſummer ſeaſon 


a few miles out of town; — the requeſt was com- 
plied with:—In an ill hour I went, and there 
commenced my unfortunate acquaintance with 
Myriillo, who happened to lodge at the next 
houſe. — The gardens of the two apartments 


joined, and each had a back-door, which open- 
ed into a curious walk of mingled pines and elms. 


— As I was a much earlier riſer than any of the 
family I was with, I ſeldom miſſed amuſing my- 
ſelf every fair morning in this refreſhing ſolitude. 
—- Mjriills obſerved me from his window, and 
came thither alſo. — At firſt I imagined he was 
only induced by the ſame motives as I was, but 


after a very few interviews, he convinced me 


that it was rather the pleaſure he took in enter- 


taining 
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had made him quit his chamber. 


foun 


taining me, than thoſe the place afforded, that 


In fine, he declared himſelf my lover, in 


terms which, the event has ſadly demonſtrated, 


were no leſs ſincere than they were paſſionate and 


tender. — O heaven! how tranſporting were 
2X thole bliſsful moments ! In ſpite of the horrors 


I now feel, a guilty ſatisfaction riſes in my heart 
at the remembrance, and aggravates my crime. 
I had never heard any thing like this from 


Antonia : — From the time he knew what was 


meant by the name of wife, he had always look- 
ed upon me as already ſuch ; and all thoſe exta- 
cies of paſſion, thoſe impatiencies, thoſe hopes 
and fears, thoſe ſoft anxieties, which uncer- 


tainty creates, and are ſo pleaſing in the begin- 


ning of love, were unknown to perſons who 
7 themſelves ſecure of each other. I now 

myſelf addreſſed in a manner altogether 
new to me, and by the moſt charming of his 


lex ; the novelty aided the graces of his form and 


wit, and hurried me as it were into a forgetful- 


neſs of all beſide, — The obligations I was under, 
— the promiſe made by thoſe who had the ſole 
right to diſpoſe of me, and which my own mouth 
had a thouſand times confirmed, were ſcarce 
ever thought on by me, and when they were, 


% 


made no impreſſion. 


THis deſtructive intercourſe had continued 
for about fourteen days, when my mother com- 
manded me home, in order to prepare for my 
marriage, Antonio being on his return. One 
would imagine this mandate, and the occaſion 
of it, ſhould have rouſed my ſleeping reaforr, 
and made me fee the madneſs of indulging an 


inclination 
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inclination ſo impoſſible to be gratified ; yet 1 
was ſtill inſenſible, and inſtead of telling Me- 
tillo the circumſtance I was in, and breaking off 
all converſation with him, appointed a place 
where we might privately meet after I came to 
London, — As his deſires were perfectly conſiſ- 
tent with honour and virtue, he propoſed en- 
treating permiſſion of my father to viſit me at 
home, aſſuring me that his family and fortune 
were ſuch, as he flattered himſelf, would not be 
diſapproved : But this I politively forbad, though 
without letting him into any part of the reaſons 
I had for doing ſo; my refuſal, I perceived, gave 
him a great deal of pain, as nat being able to 
comprehend the meaning; but he was obliged to 
ſubmit, and remain in a ſuſpence, which could 
not but be extremely uneaſy, conſidering the 
Purity and ardor of his affection for me. 


Tus did we live, ſeeing each other every 
day, and giving and receiving all the teſtimonies 
of love that virtue would permit me to grant, ar 
the reipect he had for me permit him to aſk. — 
At laſt the eve of the day appointed for my 
marriage with Antonio arrived; — then, and not 
till then, were my eyes open to behold the ridi- 
culous part I had been acting: —I now found 1 
was not only the moſt unfortunate, but alſo de- 
ſerved to be the moſt deſpiſed of women. —I had 
deceived Myrtillo, wronged Antonio, and could 
expect no leſs than to be expoſed by the one, and 
ill-treated by the other, When once the nuptial 
_ Tites ſhould put me under his ſubjection.— I 
trembled to think what a few hours muſt make 
me; for to break off with Antonie, ſeemed a 
thing ſo much impoſſible, that I never ſo much 
as thought of it.—1 had appointed to meet _— 
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tillo that evening, at our uſual rendezvous; the 
hour was come, and I had my capuchin on to go; 
but when I conſidered the neceflity there now 
was for me to reveal to him the truth of my un- 
happy ſituation, ſhame, and the apprehenſion of 
his juſt reproaches, would not ſuffer me to do it 
by word of mouth ; I therefore wrote a few 
lines, which, confuſed and incoherent as the 
were, ſerved plainly enough to unravel the whole 
myſtery of my paſt behaviour. — When I had 
ſent this away, I was a little more at eaſe, andT 
confeſs ſo ſtupid, as not to give myſelf the leaſt 
concern in what manner I ſhould form my future 
conduct in relation to this affair, or make a 
reſolution either to avoid Myrtills after I had 
given my hand to Antonio, or continue a corre- 


ſpondence with him. —Indeed I much fear that 


had I aſked myſelf the queſtion at that time, I 
ſhould have been weak and wicked enough to 
have fixed upon the latter; but the honour, and 
I may ſay the purity, of Artillo's affection, 
ſaved my virtue any trial of that nature. | 


I NEVER reflect on the ſtrange indifference, 
which for ſome hours poſſeſſed me, without the 
utmoft amazement ; but ſoon, alas ! this calm 
was ſucceeded by a tempeſt, which ceaſed not, till 
it drove me to the laſt deſpair, —a deſpair which 


muſt be endleſs, as the cauſe is irretrievable. 


O Amelia that it were poſſible for you to con- 
ceive it, — that ſome kind ſpĩirit would whiſper it 
in your ears, and fave my pen the ſhock. 


In this inactivity of mind I went to bed, and 
ſept the former part of the night as uſual ; but 
towards morning, fell into a ſlumber, which 
preſented me with the moſt diſtracting images. 

| I though 


i 
10 
$4 


(who ha 


n he had wrote, might be only the deception 
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I thought Myriill came to my bedſide, with 
ghaſtly ite; and clad in the:diſmal Very of 


death; frowning he looked, and in a voice, 


which " Rill methinks I hear cried, See, 10 what 
your perfidionſneſs has reduced Myrullo! Then ſhot 
away, more ſwift than the lightnings which en- 
compaſſed him. 


SCREAMING I waked ; yet ſtill I thought 1 
faw the dreadful viſion. — My affrighted heart 
beat with convulſive throbs, and the cold dead 
dew hung yet upon my brew, when a ſervant, 

7 been but too officious in forwarding 
my ſecret interviews with Adyrti/h) came into 
my chamber, and delivered me a letter, which 


ſhe faid he had wrote the night before, and or- 
dered his ſervant to bring early in the morning. 


—[ need not tell you with what contuſion I 
opened this epiſtle, though I was far from ima- 
gining the fatal purport. — I here incloſe you a 
copy of it, —the very firſt lines of which will 
ſhew you the ſad accompliſhment of my dream, 


and the occaſion I have for unutterable, eyer- 


during horrors ! 


Tuixk for your wretched friend, ary all 


the words in the world would find impoffible to 
deſcribe. — I ſhrieked, —I tore my hair, —I ra- 
ved, till nature, quite exhauſted, refuſed to aid 


my exclamations, and fell into a ſwoon, — M 
mother was called, — my father ſoon followed, 


— all the family were rouſed, and the letter lying 
by me on the pillow, at once diſcovered my 


erime, and the cauſe of my diſtreſs, — My father 


had preſence enough of mind to fend to Myr- 
tllys lodgings, flattering himſelf, perhaps, that 


of 
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of a lover, in hope of breaking off my marriage 
with Antonio ; but the meſſenger returned with 
intelligence, that the unhappy gentleman had 
indeed been found dead in his bed that morn- 


1112. 


I wiLL not trouble you with a repetition. of 
what was ſaid to me on that ſcore; the condi- 
tion I was in, abated great part of thoſe re- 
proaches my conduct had fo juſtly merited ; and 
bath my parents at length joined in endeavouring 
to confole me, and allo to perſwade me, that as 
the miſchief was paſt a remedy, it would be pru- 
dence to conceal what part I had in it, and fulfil 
my engagements with Antonio, who poſſibly might 
never hear of any thing had paſſed between me 
and his unhappy rival O!] how did this pro- 
poſal add to the agonies I felt; judge, Amelia, 
tor I know you have a ſoul delicate and tender, 
could I now think of giving myſelf up to ana- 
ther, and murder a ſecond time the faithful, the 
betrayed Adprtillo.; — forbid it heaven I —forbid 
it all that is humane, —At ſuch an act, what 
could I leſs expect, than to have ſeen his injured 
{hade riſe from his tomb, upbraid my bale ingra- 
titude, and ſnatch me from the altar, — No, I 
was {truck with too deep a ſenſe of the injuſtice 
] had been guilty of, to regard aught but the 
means of expiating my crime, and from the in- 
itant I was:capable of thinking of any thing, re- 
ſolved to fly all converſe with the world, and 
think how I might put it out of my power, ever 
to be tempted by its illuſive pleaſures, and ſeek 
out 5 


Some ſolitary clufter's ſafe retreat 
And there with holy virgins live immur'd 3 


 Crarſe 
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Coarſe my attire, and ſhort my hours of reſt, 
Broke by the melancholly midnight bell : 

Where faſting, tears, and penitence, and prayer, 
May do Myrtillo juſtice every hour. 


THE words are borrowed, but ſo exactly con- 
formable to my own ſentiments, that I could 


not forbear making uſe of them. Look not on 
all this as the effects of a momentary paflion, — 


a deſpair which will ſoon wear off, and give place 
to other ideas. — No, it is the reſult of ſerious, 
deliberate thought. — Alas, I had once too lit- 
fle, but have now enough to make me know, 
that as I have deprived the world of one of its 
chief ornaments, the leaſt I can do is, to devote 
the whole remainder of my wretched days to 
lamentations for his fate. | 

I HAVE at laſt prevailed on my parents to 
conſent to my departure.— Antonio, who b 
ſome accident is acquainted with the fatal ſtory, 
no longer urges the performance of their promiſe; 
and to-morrow I take an everlaſting leave of all 
that once was dear to me. — Adieu, my ever- 
valued friend. Think ſometimes with com- 


paſſion on the ſufferings of 
5 The loſt 


MARILLA, 


@ 


EPISTLE 


L A. 


LE 


EpiST. v. 


fir LADIES, 23 


EPISTLE v. 


[ Encloſed in the former. ] 


Fim MyYRTILLO i MARILLA, after he had 


ſwallowed poiſon. 


Madam, 


OD ESPAIR of life makes me have re- 
9 D courſe to death; your letter gave a 
7 95 52 mortal ſtab, but tho' ſure, the effects 

might have been /ow, and in the lin- 
gering torments of the wound who knows but L 
might have been driven to more deeds than one, 
unpardonable either by heaven or you ;—to pre- 
vent which, I have this moment ſwallowed a 
doſe, which in a few hours will free you from all 
apprehenſions of any reproaches from me, andthe 
happy Antonio from 'the pain of thinking there 
was a man in the world who once had reaſon to 
Hatter himſelf with your affection. 


BuT O, permit me, once to tell you, it was 
doubly crùel in yru to render me unju/t as well as 
m/eravie, — Could I have imagined the bleſſing 
I wihed to obtain was the right of another, not 
all your ſtock of charms, nor my exceſs of paſ- 
hon, ſhould have compelled me to purſue the 
guilty aim.—lIt is true, I adored you at firſt 
light, but while my love was in its infancy, 
time and abſence might have aſſiſted reaſon in 
ſubduing it. O, wherefore did you ftrengthen 
the fond flame by fallacious hopes! W hynouriſh 
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it by fatal kindneſs, till it became too powerful 
for controul !—Alas! you knew little of the 
heart you had made ſo much devoted to you, if | 
you foreſaw not the conſequence of ſuch a 
deception. | 


Bur I have done. —Reſentment ill becomes 
my preſent ſtate, and I forgive, nay bleſs the 
hand that ſends me to my grave: —when I am 
duſt, may you hve long and happy. — My long 
laſt ſleep already ſteals upon me, — my eyelids 
fink beneath the weight, — my pulſe beats languid, 
and every earthly object leſſens, and loſes of its 


former value. Forgive me, heaven, that thus, 


uncalled, I venture to appear before thy great 
tribunal; — for, O, I come. To repent of my 
raſhneſs would be now too late: — It was raſh 
to provoke the vengeance of heaven by an act 
which infinite mercy can ſcarcely pardon. Had 
J ſubmitted to his providence, my ſubmiſſion had 
been virtue, and virtue muſt be rewarded. But 
thus to oppoſe my will to his, by a baſe and 
infamous ſelf-murther, is ſuch a cowardly 
deſertion of religious honour, that I tremble to 
think how it mutt end. My paſſions were im- | 
petuous; — my reaſon now returns, but it returns 
to aggravate my guilt, and render death the ing 
of ſerrors. I can no more, — Farewell, vain 
world, and too-much loved Marilla, farewell 
for ever, : 


The dying 


MyRTILLO. 
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From BZLLIZ A to MIRA, acquainting her with 
the occaſion of ber quarrel with BELINDA. 


Madam, 
—_ 75 


— 


T is only obedience to your com- 
mands could have made me intrud2 
on moments which I know are always 
. employed on the moiſt ſublime an! 
benchcial ſubjects, with any thing fo trifling a 
the little pique Belinda has taken againlt 1 me, 
much leſs to enter into a derail of the follies (to 
give her conduct no worſe a name) of a perſon 
for whom I once profeſſed a friendſhip, and 
vihoſe weakneſs I ſtill heartily commilerate ; but 
as ſhe has led the way by firſt mentioning the 
affair, and you deſire an explanation, I ſtand 
excuſed from any imputation of alice on the one 
hide, or impertinence on the other. —I wonder 
indeed, ſince libertines of our ſex, as well as of 
the other, for the moſt part take a pride in 
boaſting themſelves ſuch, ſhe did not acquaint 
you with the particulars herfelf, and ſpare my 
pen the unpleaſing taſk. — That me has not done 
ſo, however, gives me room to hope ſhe is not 
quite abandoned, and that true piety is ſtill ca- 
pable of ſtriking her with ſo much awe, that ſhe 


dreads the frowns of Mii 'a, even at tne diſtanc : 
of an hundred miles. 
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You know, madam, ſhe was always fond of 
the pleaſures of the town, not ſo much for the 
ſake of themſelves, as becauſe ſhe ſaw them pur- 

ſued with ſo much eagerneſs by others. --- A 
bigot to the mode, whatever it was, ſhe never 
took the pains-to conſider whether it reflected 
honour or diſhonour on the followers ; ---fo 
patkonate an admirer of the court, that the cuſ- 
toms the faw practiſed there, have ever been the 
conſtant rule for all her aEtions. ---I have oſten 
watched the opportunity of finding her in a ſe- 
1 rious moment, to remind her that the highett 
T7 titles were not always accompanied by the belt 
x | . ſenſe, and repreſented to her in the ſtrongeſt 


1 terms I am miſtreſs of, the riciculouſneis of 
| apeing the errors of thole we are not at liberty 
| to cenſure.—She ſeemed to take all I faid in 
1 good part, but it ſeems thought me ſo little in 
1 earneſt, that ihe ſent a card inviting me to make 
3 one at an aſſembly ſhe has lately eſtabliſned tor 
. gaming every Sunday in the afternoon. 


1 
I am far from being ſo good as I ſhould be; 
n the gaities of life have, perhaps, ioo many charms 
for me, yet I can never hear of this open deſiance 
of heaven, this flying in the face of all religion 
and decency, without being extremely ſhocked, 
by whomfoever it is practiſed, — Were there no 
written law, there is certainly one imprinted in 
-the heart of every rational creature, which tells 
us, if we will liſten to its dictates, that we are 
dependant on a Superior Being, who creates us 
all the good things we enjoy, and therefore has 
the higheſt claim to our adoration; how then 
can we be ſo ungrateful as to think one day in 
ſeven too much to devote to ſubjects of a more 
ſolemn nature, to his praiſe, and the improve- 
| . a ment 


- 


Eptsr. vi. for L A D I 'E.S, | 27 


ment of our own hearts? I could not ſorbear 
expreſſing my ſentiments to Belinda on this head 
the firſt time I ſaw her, which happened to be 
the fame day I had received her meſſage. — 
Firrimel was preſent, and, as ſhe hed been juſt 
then endeavouring to prevail on that lady to be 
one of her party, what I faid was leſs to be for- 
given. — She affected however to turn it into 
ridicule ; ſcoffed at my primitive air, as ſhe was 
pleaſed to call it, and told me I was turned 
metſodiſt. | 


REALLY, madam, anſwered I, I know nothing 
of the principles of thoſe people, but if the 
appellation given to them, implies no more than 
a regularity of behaviour and manners, I fee no 
rcaſon why it ſhould be a term of reproach, and 
on the contrary ſhould be proud of being a 
methoarſt. bt | 


O, then, cried ſbe, your ambition may be 
eaſily gratified; —you have no more to do than 


to put on a ſtuff gown, —tye your hair up tight 


in the nape of your neck, —travel two or 'three 
times a week to Aoorfields, and chaunt out ſpi- 
ritual hymns, inſtead of opera ers. 


I LET her have her laugh out without inter- 
ruption, and then told her feriouſly, that I wiſhed 
the conduct of ſome people might not bring 
them in time to a lodging at a certain dwelling in 
corfields ; which, when once in, they would 
not eaſily get out of. | wo, 


AFFRONTED at this, and unable to conceal 
her ſpite, —nay, madam, ſaid ſhe, looking con- 
4emptoufly upon me, it is e turn to be grave now, 
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and I am authorized, by your own example, to 

tell you, that I know nobody more fit to be an 
1 inhabitant of the place you mention, than one 
. who gives her advice unaſked, and pretends to 
reprimar.d a perion, who perhaps underitands 
3 much better than herſelf what becomes her rank, 
1 and character in the world. 


e 


I THEN told her that I was ſorry to find ſhe 
had ſo little diſcernment as to miſtake the effect 
of my good will for an affront; but ſince I per- 
ceived the was 2mong the number of the incor- 
rigibles, I ſhould hereafter deſiſt from any re- 
monſtrances. I ſhall take care to put it out of 
your power to break your word, cried ſbe, for 1 
will never ſpeak to you again; then turning to 
Florimel, my dear you will pardon me, added fb, 
but ] cannot ſtay where {ſhe is. So whiſked out 
of the room like a whirlwind, 


Tris, madam, is the ſubſtance of the laſt 
converſation we are likely ever to have together 
for I am informed ſhe makes terrible complaints 
of my behaviour towards her ; —rails againſt me 

wherever ſhe comes, and, in fine, carries her 
, reſentment as far as it 1s_poſhble between two 
females; were we of the other ſex, I do not 
doubt but our quarrel] muſt have been decided 
before now by weapons more fatal than the 
tongue. —Tho' for my own part, how little 
pacific ſoever I might have proved if I had been 
a man, as nature has made me a worran, I too 
much commiſerate her failings, to be very angry 
at this ill return of the good office intended to 
her; but muſt own I am not at all forry 
F that the accident has broke off any intimacy 
1 with one, whoſe conduct I am afraid will, a a 
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ſhort time, röb her of all the valuable part of 
her acquaintance. | 1 5 


War cenſures may be paſt upon me for 
interfering in a matter, in which it may be 
judged I had no immediate concern, will give 


-me liitle pain, as I flatter myſelf the motive I 


had to it, will render me excuſable in the opinion 
of the excellent Mira, who, tho* miſtreſs of an 
uncommon ſweetneſs and benignity of nature, 
can never be complaiſant enough to behold, with 
indifference, any affront offered to religion or 


decency. 


So much of my paper is taken up with this. 
unhappy angry woman, that I have ſcarce_roo=** 
to congratulate your ſafe arrival ac tnat delicious 
retreat, which I could almoſt wiſh had fewer 
charms, ſince I fear it will detain you longer 
than is for the advantage of your friends in 
Landon may you, however, tho I am nearly 
intereſted in your return, enjoy all the pleaſures 
it is capable of affording, without the leaſt in- 
terruption from ill health, or ill accidents, till 
compaſſion for the want we have of you, not 
wearineſs of the place, reſtore you to us. — I am, 


with the utmoſt ſincerity and reſpect, 
Madam, 


Your very affectionate friend, 


And devoted humble ſervant, 
BELLIZA. 
G3 EPISTLE. 
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thoſe who judge altogether by appearances, and 


time ago, acquainting you that being reputed 


brance ot children, had laid me under the per- 
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EPISTLE VI. 
From Al THERA ts MIRA, excuſing herſelf for not 


havirg <urote ie her in ſeme time, by giving ber 
an a:ccurt of the adventure that had prevented 
: her. a 


V, dar friend, 


A M afraid my having ſo long delayed 
F acknov/ledzing the favour of your laſt, 
has made you by this time look on me 
: as unworthy of calling you fo ; but L 
am very fende you are not of the number of 


* 
- 


fatter myſelf with regaining your good opinion, 
when I ſhall acquaint- you with the cauſe of this 
ſeeming negligence. Pr aL: 


_ You may remember a letter of mine, ſome - 
very rich, and known to be free from the incum- 


ſecution of no leis than three lovers at once; 
two of them I diſpatched pretty eaſily, but could 
no more get rid of the other, than of my ſhadow 
at noon-tide.— He had told me he had a large 
eſtate in poſſeſſion, but as I had no inclination 
to be jointured out of it, never gave myſelf any 
trouble to enquire: inte the truth of what he 
ſaid, — Finding ſelf-intereſt was not my darling 
paſſion, he began to attack me on what is called 
the weak ſide, and endeavoured to charm me by 
dint-of meer love; — to enjoy a moment's peace 

out 
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out of my preſence, was among the things that 
are impoſlible in nature: — I was no leſs than, an 
angel, a goddeſs ; a civil lock, or what he inter- 
preted as ſuch, raiſed him to the higheſt heaven, 
and a frown endangered his plunging himſelf 
into another place. — Never was ſuch an 
Oraondates, in all but his patience ;—in that 
indeed he was extremely wanting ; for the hero 
in the romance thought a Kiſs of his miſtreſs's 
hand a ſufficient recompence for ſeven years 
ſervice ; this, doubtleſs, imagined he ſhould carry 
my whole perſon in ſeven weeks, | 


ot 
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Ix fine, he would take no dental, — nothing 
I could fay checked his hopes: — in vain I forbad 
him my houſe ; —he did not only follow me to 
all public places, but found means to get himſelf 
introduced to moſt of my acquaintance ; ſo that 
unleſs I could have reſolved to ſeclude myſelt 
from all deverſion, all converfation, I could not 
totally avoid him. — This perſeverance, this 
affiduity, might, for aught I know, in time. 
have perſwaded me he really bad found fome- - 
thing in me worthy of a fincere attachment, 
if a lucky accident had not prevented the 
deception he ſo well carried on from taking 
effect; and I might have thought as Hudibras 
fays, } 


hn Dae 1. I.E a. ne. 


His paſſiom true, and would ſurvive 
New worlds and natures to outlive ; 
And like to heralds moons remain 
All creſcent, without change or wane. 


» a” 
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Bur if I had any vanity riſing in me on this 
fcore, you will ſee how it was mortified. — Lady 
Fanny had made a party for country-dancing at 

2 "I her 
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her houſe; I was deſired to make one.— 
Cl-r:mint (fer ſo my pretended enamorato was 
called) was allo either invited, or intruded him- 
ſelf, I know not which; but I was no ſooner in 
the room than he came in: — after having made 
his compliments to her ladyſhip, and ſome others 
in the company, whom he knew, he approached, 
and ſaluting me with an air very different from 
that with which he had accoſted the others, 
entreated I would be his partner; but as I was 
aware of his intention, from the moment I faw 
lim enter, I had already engaged myſelf to a 
gentleman who I was very certain had no deſign 
upon me. — He ſeemed much chagrined, but 
that was not a place for him to teize me with 


any complaints, in impertinent accuſations of 
cruelty. 


Many dances had not been led up before the 
heat of the exerciſe, joined to that of the ſeaſon, 
had the uſual Hs Corti, in pluckin 
out his handkerchief, dropt a letter, which fel 
juſt at my feet: though every thing relating to 
him was a matter of perfect indifference to me, 
curioſity put it into my head to take it up, which 
I did, without, I believe, any of the company 
obſerving it; — but how I was ſurprized, you 
may a4, N when I ſhall tell you, exa- 
mining it after I came home, I found it a letter 
from a woman who ſubſcribed herſelf his wife; 
and indeed the artleſs and tender expreſſions it 
contained, left me no room to doubt her being 
ſo. — So flagrant a piece of villainy, in a man of 
the family and fortune he pretended to be, ex- 
tiemely ſhocked me, and I could no way fathom 
cither the motives of his addreſſing me, or the 
end he propoſed to himſelf, had I been ſo weak 


e e . way. © 
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as to liſten to his ſuit, —I rz{olved, however, to 
penetrate into this myſtery, if there were a poſſi- 
bility, and accordingly ſent for him the next 
morning. | 


SUCH a meſſage, after the treatment I had 
always given him, would certainly have greatly 
aſtoniſhed him, but I thought there appeared 
more of guilt and ſhame, than either pleaſure or 
ſurprize in his countenance when he approached 
me. He was beginning, notwithſtanding, to 
allume ſome ſhew of the latter, but did it in fo 
auk ward a manner, that I then preſently imagined 
ne had miſſed the letter, and had ſome appre- 
henſions of the truth. — I was really in ſome 
pain for him, and to put an end to his diſſimula- 
tion, let him know, in a few words, the diſcov 
I had made, without mingling the leaſt reproach. 
with what I ſaid. — This it was which perhaps 
gave him the confidence to think of continuing 
to impoſe on me, and he replied, with all the; 
aſturance of - innocence, © Alas | madam, this 
letter belongs to a friend of mine, whoſe mar- 
riage, for ſome reaſons being a ſecret, I con- 
* ſented all the letters, from his wife, ſhould be 
% directed to me.“ - This turn, he had the 
vanity to imagine, as he afterwards confeſſed, 
would have paſſed upon me; but unluckily there 
was one paſſage in the letter, which ſhewed to a 
demonitration, that he was the individual man 
to whom it was meant, as well as directed. He 
had for ſeveral days paſt had the fore- finger of his, 
right-hand tied up, on account of a whitlog z —, 
this very whitloe was mentioned by his wife; you 
will ſee on what account, by the copy of her 
letter, which I here incloſe.— On my confronting, 
him with this proof, as it ſtood in the text, he 

| C5 gr 


37 EPTISTLES Book I. 


grew all confuſion : and after I had expatiated, 
in hat I thought a proper manner, on the baſe- 
neſs of his proc ceding, he fell at my feet, con- 
feſled all I had ſaid was juſt, but conjured: me not 
to expoſe him, as what he had done had been 
enforced by the moſt melancholy neceſſity. 


I THex told him, that there was a poſſibility 
for him to prevail on me to grant his requeſt ; 
but it could only be done by his ſincerely laying 
open the Whole affair, and convincing me there 
were indeed forme other inducements, beſides a 
natural propenſity to wickedneſs, that had Jed 
him into a deſigu fo infamous in itſelf, and fo 
highly criminal in the eyes of God and man. — 
On which, with an unfeigned readineſs, he con- 
felled he had endeavoured to deceive me in 
almoſt every thing he had pretended; — that he 
was indeed of the family he ſaid, but was a 
younger brother of a younger branch of it; — 
that the ſmall fortune bequeathed him, by his 
father, was far from being ſufficient to ſup 
himſelf in the faſhion he "had been bred, Acne 
leſs a wife; yet in ſpite of all theſe conſiderations, 
ke had married a young creature, the daughter 
of a country clergyman, whom he loved to the 
greateſt exceſs; — that ſhe already had brought 
him one ch! Is, and was now pregnant with 
another, and that it was meerly the apprehen- 
flons of what ſhe might be reduced to, (the 
greateſt part of his little fortune being exhauſted) 
which alone had put him upon this deſperate 
method of relief, having 1 in vain tried all others. 
5 1 ASKED bim if ſhe were privy to his purpoſe, 
and he anſwering in the negative, I deſired to 
2955 in caſe he had ſucceeded, 18 What magic 
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art he could expect to conceal the crime he had 
been guilty of from either of us? — As to that, 

/aid he, it might have been eaſy enough; — my 
wife knows nothing of the town, has never been 
in it, and I would have taken care to have kept 
her always out of it; — an employment I had 
obtained here, was to be the pretence when J 
left her; and a jaunt into the country for my 
health, an excuſe when I left you ; —the 

reateſt difficulty, continued he, would have been 
where to find balm to heal thoſe ftings of my 
own conſcience, which I am ſenſible muſt have 
been ſevere and ſharp, by what TI feel in this 
detection of my intended guilt, even without the 

perpetration. 


He accompanied every article of this con- 
feſſion with ſuch bitter ſighs, and gave fo many 
tokens of a ſincere penitence, that I was touched 
with a great deal of compaſſion. —I aſſured him 
that I was much better pleaſed with him for 
deſigning rather to make me his convenience, 
than abandon, for my ſake, one who had the 
only juſt title to his heart ;—that I not only 
forgave the ill he intended againſt me, but would 
alſo prevent his falling into - any future tempta- 
tions from his neceſſities, provided he approved 
the means I offered. — He ſeemed quite ravithed 
at the bare imagination, and ſaid he would glad- 
ly do any thing he was capable of, —I then 
told him, there was a gentee] employment 
vacant in my brother's office, which I did not 
doubt being able to proure for him; adding, 
that as he had told me his misfortunes, and I 
knew money would be required, I would advante 
the ſum, and take his bond for quarterly pay- 
ments out of the profits of bis poſt, 
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Ir would be needleſs to trouble you with any 
repetitions of the acknowledgments he made me; 


you will eaſily ſuppoſe them to be ſuitable to the 


occalion.—1 ordered him to come to me in the 
atiernoon, being reiolved to go inſtantly about 
the performance of my promiſe. — Accordingly 
I dined that day with my brother, and obtained 

a grant of the poſt for the perſon I recommended, 
— 1 made Clerimont write that ſame night for his 
wife to come to town, and in two days I had 


the pleaſure of ſeeing her; —ſhe is very bcauti- 


ful, but there is a native ſweetneſs and ſimpli- 
City in all her air and behaviour, which renders 
hcr more lovely than the fineſt features in the 
world could do without it. — Her mind ſeems 
conformable to her perſon, and my judgment is 
very much deceived, if ſhe is not worthy. of a 
man incapable of the treachery her huſband was 
about to practiſe z— but of that the is entirely 
ignorant, and, perfectly contented-with her lot, 
bends: her whole thoughts on pleaſing him : — 
He, doubtleſs, loves her no leſs than he aſſured 
me he did; and, I hope, as they are now in a 
conditicn to hg caly in the world, they will 


always be amiable to each other.— For my part, 


it gives me an inexpreſſible ſatisfaction, to think 

it has been in my power, to make a virtuous 
young woman happy, and of recovering a man 
of ſonie merit, back to honour, when ne was 
attempting to be a villain. 


Tnrvs, my dear Mira, while I have ſeemed 
to labour for the good of others, I have been 
procuring a real one for myſelf ; and ſure if thoſe 
whom heaven has ſo lavithly endued with the 
means of being ſerviceable in their generations, 
could be ſenſible of 2 refined pleaſure which 

reſults 
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reſults from conferring benefits, there would be 
no ſuch thing as miſery in the world 3— all 
diſcontent, —all envy, — all murmurings at the 
unequal diſtribution of fortune, would ceaſe ; 
compaſſion on the one ſide, and a grateful ſen- 
{ation on the other, would eſtabliſh a perpetual 
harmony between the, great and the inferior 
world. — To me it is therefore ſtrange, that fo 
many of the former are indolent in what would 
certainly be of infinitely the moſt advantage to 
themſelves ; as the admirable Cowley juſtly ex- 


pteſſes it: 


Riches alone are of uncertain date, „ 
And on ſhort life long cannot ibait: 
The virtuous make of them the beſt, | 
And put them out to fam far mtereſt « 
With a frail good they wiſely buy 
The ſolid purchaſe of eternity. 


4 * 
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To avow thoſe ſentiments among ſome of my 
acquaintance, would infallibly draw on me the 
cenſure, of a lunatic, or enthuſiaſt ; but I know 
to whom I am writing, and that it is as needleſs 
to make any apology for what I have ſaid on this 
ſcore, as it would be to entreat you to keep the 
encloſed letter, and the narration which depends 
upon it, an inviolable ſecret, or to aſſure you 
that I never can be other, than 


Your faithful humble ſervant, 


ALTHEA. 


EPISTLE 
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EPISTLE VIII. 
Zucleſed in the foregoing. ] 

From AMANDA in the country, to her h in 
tot, reproaching him with the fright his laft 
letter had put her into, and acquainting him with 
the method ſhe took for conſoling herſelf in his 

abſence, 


M dear CLERIMONT, | 
WP HERE ſhall 1 find words to expre(; 
> the agitation I was in, on opening the 
9 laft letter you ſent.— Knowing, as you 
do, how much a coward I am inevery 
thing where you are concerned, you could not 
but ſuppoſe I ſhould be terribly alarmed at ſeeing, 
under your ſignet, a hand-writing fo different 
from yours. How could you then be fo regard- 
leſs of my tender heart, or the condition I am 
in, as not to order your Ammuenſis to tell me at 
once the cauſe, inftead of beginning with thoſe 
ambigucus words, I am obliged to employ another 
hand to. write to you. - Good God ! what dread- 
ful interpretations did I put upon them; — all that 
was ſhocking to imagination came at once into my 
head: wounded, — ſick, — dying perhaps, cried 
I, and had not courage to proceed, but invoked 
my better angel to explain what it was ſo eaſy for 
me to have told myſelf. — At laſt I ventured, 
tho* trembling with ſuſpenſe and terror, to caſt 
my eyes a ſecond time upon the paper, and 
(thanks to heaven) immediately found that all 
. theſe horrible apprehenſions had been occaſioned 
only by a whrtlee on your fore- finger. 
I DousT 
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I DovBT not but you will laugh at this new 
proof, added to the thouſand others I have given 
you, of my ſimplicity, but that you may not have 
too contemptible an opinion of me, I muſt now 
acquaint you, that though L have nothing of the 
hers in me, I am grown a piece of a philoſopher 
firce you left me; and as the chymy/ts pretend to 
extract gold out of the baſeſt metal, I have 
learned the art of bringing plenſure out of pain, and 
converting the worſt of ili into a good, — As thus, 
my dear, (for I cannot find in my heart to keep 
ycu in a moment's ſuſpence) I never give myſelf 
leave to think how unfortunate I am in your 
abſence, but how happy I ſhall be in your return. 
I recollect every little event has happened ſince 
your going, and range them in order in my memo- 
ry, to entertain you with, when you come home, 
and pleaſe myſelf with the expectation of hear - 
ing from you many and more agreeable narratives 
of thoſe occurrences, which the great world you 
are at preſent engaged in, cannot fail of preſent- 
ing you with in abundance, 


THr1s, deareſt Clerimont, is the manner in 
which I anticipate, in idea, the bleſſing heaven 
will, I hope, permit me ſoon to enjoy in reality: 
And this is the only method I could take to 
enable me to obey that ſtrict injunction you laid 
upon me, of not aMicting myſelf at our enforced 
feparation, — I do aſſure you, it has had ſo good 
an effect upon me, that I have loſt nothing of 
my complexion, nor that vivacity you uſed to 
fay you thought ſo well became me; andif 
do not ſtay (which God forbid) till my ſhape is 
too much extended, I fancy you will find me 
much the ſame you left me; but whatever my 
form may appear, there needs no aſſeverations to 

NO convince 
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convince you my heart is incapable of changing. 
Il am reſolved to flatter myſelf with being no 
leſs ſecure of yours, and that all the beauties you 


may happen, to be acquainted with, will have 


no charms for you, in prejudice of that aftec- 
tion, which law has made my due, and which 


makes all the happineſs, and is the ſole ambi- 


tion of, W 
My dear foul, 
Your ever-faithful wife, 
AMANDA, 


P. S. I faw our little boy yeſterday, he is pure 


well, and has cut two teeth. — Heaven proſ- 
per your undertakings, and fend you ſoon to 


2D PTS TELE IX, 


ERMINIA to lady BETTY * *, giving her an 


account of the brutiſh treatment ſhe had received 
from Comus ; and the providential eſcape ſhe 
| had from his intended violence, at the houſe of a 
perjon of gd. 


T was not without good reaſon you 
Z warned me againſt entring into any in- 


timacy with the counteſs of ® * * *; 


but dear lady Betiy, that was not 


enough; the hints you gave me were too modeſt 


to enable me to form any right judgment of that 


7 wicked woman,—(ſo I {ſhall always call her, 


while ſhe continues to diſgrace that dignity. to 
which her marriage has raiſed her.) — You ou 
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have taken the privilege of your rank, and the 
friendſhip with which you honour me, and in- 
ſiſted on my never converſing with her; — never 
viſiting her on any conſideration ; —you might 
have afjured yourſelf, that the reſpect and love I 
owe to you, would have prevented me from be- 
ing enſnared by the dangerous civilities ſhe treated 
me with. But why do I go about to excuſe my 
own inadvertency, by laying the blame on your 
want of freedom in this point. I had ſeen too 
much of her behaviour with Comus, when the 
moſt public, nay, the moſt facred places could 
not reſtrain her from anſwering his lewd raillery 
loud enough to be heard by the whole company, 
in a manner not only ſcandalous to her ſex, but 
even ſnocking to thoſe of the other, who had not 
thrown off all decency, however, they might in 
private have approved of it. — Heavens! what 
nbald diſcourſe! — what prophaneſs | — what 
vollies of oaths and imprecations has ſhe not 
liſtened to, with a viſible ſatisfaction, from the 
mouth of that illuſtrious perſon ! — Yet, I confeis 
all this was too little to make me totally avoid 
her.—She ſent for me this afternoon, — I went, 
found her alone, and I thought more ſerious 
than uſual; - we had not been long together, 
before Camus came in.— ] roſe, and would have 
taken leave, but ſhe forced me to fit down again 
in her peremptory way; ſaid that ſhe expected 
her lord home, and we would then go to whift 3; 
—but in the mean time, cried ſbe, as we are a 
party for ombre, we need not be idle. —I was 
opening my mouth to tell her ladyſhip, I could 
not poſſibly ſtay the evening, but had not oppor- 
tunity to utter one ſyllable, ſhe went haſtily out 
vi the room, even as ſhe was ſpeaking, as I 
unagined to order cards; for I was far from any 
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apprehenſions of the monſtrous deſign had been 
formed againſt me.—-She had no ſooner left us, 
than Camus ftarted from his chair, and bolted the 
door.—-I was ſtrangely ſurpized, as you will 
eaſily believe, and aſked him what he meant... iſ 
The reply he made was ſuch, as I could neither 
repeat, nor you endure to hear. — Yet filthy, 
odious as his expreſſions were, the actions which | 
immediately followed were more deteſtable. — | 
almoſt loath myſelf for the indignities I was com- 
pelled to ſuffer. — In fine, he endeavoured to drag 
me to the ſettee, which you know ſtands at the 
upper end of the drawing-room ; it was in vain W 
I ſtruggled, in vain I attempted to prevail on 
him to reflect on the cruelty, the baſeneſs of the 
crime he was about to perpetrate, eſpecially in a 
man of his birth, whoſe humanity ſhould be as 
extenſive as his power. —As much in vain I 
called out for aſſiſtance with my whole force; 
heaven only heard, or would regard my cries, 
and fure ſome ſupernatural power it was, that in 
this dreadful moment, gave me ſtrength beyond 
what could be expected from my ſex. —I perfectly 
fought with him, I tore, I fcratched his face, Wl 
yet alas, all this could not have long defended 
me, and doubtleſs I muſt at laſt have been the 
wretched victim of his abominable defires, it his 
toot had not happened to hitch ſome how or 
other in the carpet, which, by our wreſtling, Wl 
was pretty much diſordered, and ] at that inftant, 
giving him a ſudden puſh, threw his heavy carcaſe 
on the floor.— I ſnatched the bleſſed eppor- 
tunity, unfaſtened the door, and flew down ſtairs; 
— he purſued me, but the terror I was in, gave 
wings to my feet. —I reached the outer gate, 
where, thinking myſelf ſafe, I ſtopt to take 
breath, and remember, that as L was going out, 

* | / 1 
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in ſpite of my confuſion, I turned to the porter, 
nd ſaid, — never knew till now, your lady kept a 
Protbel.— I own, dear lady Betty, my hurry of 


pirits made me quite forget my appointment with 
you, but had it. been in my head, I could not 
have thought of appearing before-your ſervants 
in the condition I then was. I was aſhamed to 
be ſeen, even by my own, and doubt not my 
very chairmen gueſſed at the adventure had be- 


fallen me. — The marks of violence were but 


two viſible in all my form and dreſs. —Never . 
was poor creature ſo ruffled, — ſo torn; — it is 
now three hours ſince I came home, yet have 
not half recovered my fatigue.— 1 hope, how- 
ever, to be able to wait on in the morning, 
but could not go to bed without letting you know- 


by what accident I was hindered from doing my- 


{cif that pleaſure to night. —I am, dear lady Betty, 
Your moſt obliged, and humble ſervant, 
aw ERMINIA, 


RUDD >. OS OPM 
— 23 * —  — 4 
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EPISTLE X. 


Frim EurhROSIxE to a gentleman, who being a 
perſect flranger to her, had for a long time 
poſtered her with lave-letters, and in his laſt had 
d:fired an anſwer, and given his direction where 

it ſhould be ſent. rs 


2322 THANK you for having at laſt 
5 7 39 given me an opportunity of doing 
what 1 ſhould have done long ago, 
had you favoured me with your direc- 
tron. —I now return you all the letters you . 

en 


taken the pains to write to me, and after the 
firſt, ſhould not even have damaged the ſeals, 
had not the ſuperſcriptions been always in diffe- 
rent hands, ſo that it was impoſſible to know 
they came from the ſame perſon, without open- 
ing them. . | | 


I MIGHT very well be diſpenſed with for not 
ſending any anſwer to one who is entirely a 
ſtranger to me, and to whom. I could not poſſibly 
give the leaſt encouragement ; but think it pro- 
per to comply with your requeſt, in order to put 
A ſtop to all future trouble on both ſides. 


THe little ſhare of reaſon I am miſtreſs of, 
aſſures me, there can be but two motives for 
our addreſſing me in this romantic manner. — 
Either the hope of repairing, by my fortune, 
ſome defects yours may labour under, or the 
whim of diverting yourſelf at the expence of 
that vanity you might expect to excite in me ; 


but, Sir, you will preſently diſcover how unlike- 


ly-it is I ſhould become the dupe of the one or 
the other of theſe views. Cy | 


* 0 


I nave parents who deſerve, and have a right - 


to demand my perfect confidence, and from 
whom it is my inclination, as well as it is undoubt- 
edly my duty, to conceal nothing; — by them, 
not only all my actions, but my very will, ſhall 
always be regulated; and to that end I have 
entreated the favour of whichever of them is 


in the way, to peruſe, before I fee it, every let- 
ter that ſhall hereafter be directed to me. — This 
I am certain is the moſt effectual method a maid 
like me can take to ſecure herſelf from the num- 
becteb arcfices of baſe and deſigning. wen. . 


hoſe 


. 
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Thoſe who have love for their incitement, and 
honour for their aim, will never be offended it it. 
—] am, as far as prudence permits, and good- 
manners require, SIR, 

Your humble ſervant, 
__"EvuPHROSINE. 


COLOUR RIES RIC 
EPISTLE KI. 


SOPHRONIA to MELISSA, a maid of honour, on 
hearing ſhe had bought a fine Pantine, 

My dear couſin, 
HAD not refuſed myſelf the pleaſure 


„ 


bs of waiting on you yelterday, as pro- 
Ne poſed, but happening to call at Mil- 
Wees dey's for ſome things I wanted, I was 
told that he had juſt ſold you a very fine Pantine; 
and I was apprehenſive that to have come in the 
firit hurry of your ſatisfaction in this new play- 
thing, I ſhould have had little of your conver- 
ſation on any other ſubject, and to have offered 
any interruption to the entertainment, might per- 
haps have been a mortification you would not 
ealily have forgiven. —It is pothble my epiſtle 
may be equally unpleaſing, ſince I cannot for- 
bear writing what the ſincere friendſhip I have 
for you would certainly have obliged me to ſpeak. 
— There is indeed this diiterence between remon- 
ſtrances by letter, and thoſe made by word of 
mouth, that the one we can throw aſide without 
reading, when we find the purport likely to be 
diſagreeable, and the other we are compelled to 
liſten to thro? decency. and good-manners. —1 


have 


ſenſe an 
heart the would bluſh at entruſting to her tongue, 


I 

1 
| 

: 

N 
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have a ſure way, however, to know whether 
you treat this in the faſhion I have mentioned, 
and that is by aſking you a few queſtions in it, 
which I ſhall expect you to anſwer the firſt time 
we meet. 


As IT would no more condemn, than I would 

_ applaud any thing, without believing at leaft 
that ſome ſort of reaſon juſtified my ſo doing, 
and imagined the uſe of theſe painted pieces of 
aſteboard might have init ſomewhat more than 

1 had penetration to diſcover, as I could go to 


no polite aſſembly, without feeing them in the 


hands of young and old of both ſexes. I 2 
the liberty of "deſiring lady Men, who I p 

ceived was paſſionately fond of them, to fee hs 
judgment. * * in this point; on which ſhe told 
me, that playing with her pantine was a very 
pretty amuſement when ſhe had nothing to think 
on. — I was extremely ſorry that a woman, 
turned of threeſcore, ſhould in all that time have 
found nothing worthy of remembrance or re- 


flection, and equally concerned when putting | 


the ſame queſtion to her grand-daughter, ſhe 
cried, O, Madam, a yantine, is the moſt neceſſary 
| atenſil i in the urid. — l ben one has @ mind to ſay 
or do any thing, one is aſhamed to ant, one need 


but play ei the pantine in a particular manner, and 


jam Ma egos PLS: ly. — Had I the ſame 
relation to her 1 have to you, I ſhould have been 
free enou ugh to have told her, a woman of true 

honour could have nothing in her 


I FLATTER myſelf, dear Melia, with re- 


«ceiving neither of theſe replies from you, but 


-am not quite ſo certain you will not te * 
| m 


n is. oe 1 aac oa AMS 


tit only for hanging- 
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moſt others have done, that you do it becauſe it 
is the faſbion, and that you would not be parti- 
cular in the circle, —I muſt therefore warn you 
beforehand, that I ſhall not take this as a ſuffi- 
ciznt excuſe; and the rather, as the ſame might 
be alledged for following ſome other modes, no 
leſs ridiculous than the pantine, which of late 
years have been eſtabliſhed among us, and which 
are every day invented, as if there were a plot 
to root common ſenſe out of the nation, and to 
{et up caprice and folly in the throne of reaſon. 


You will wonder, perhaps, that I expreſs 
myſelf with fo much warmth, on what, I dare 
ſay, you look upon as a meer trifle. I grant it 
is no more in itſelf, yet it is ſuch as debaſes the 
underſtanding.— Y ou may remember, couſin, 
that when we were girls, we were impatient to 
be women, flattering ourſelves that an increaſe 
oi years would bring with them an increaſe of 
knowledge, — Shall we then, when arrived at 


this wiſhed-for maturity, return again to child- 


hood, and laviſh away our time in amuſements 

— and a bib-apron! 
nay, even inferior to thoſe which at that time 
took up our attention] For the management of 
vur jointed babies ſerved to give us an idea how 


to behave when we ſhould come to have living 
ones; and our wax viands, in what manner it 


was proper to furniſh a table with real ones, 
when miſtreſs of a family, — The pantine, there- 
tore, and the rattle, I think, ought to be put on 
the ſame footing ; either of them may contribute 
10 {till the cries of the froward infant, before the 
joul is in any meaſure enlivened with reaſon, or 
capable of knowing with what it is delighted; 


but both are of equal infigniicance, when _ 
the 


* ap ITS An 


1 


3 


ſincere, from any other than yourſelf; — but [ 
> AST 
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the nurſe reſigns her charge, and ſhould be 
thrown aſide at the ſame time. | 


I am ſenſible, however, I am too ſerious on 


the occaſion, and have ſaid much more than was 


neceſſary to diſſuade you from being over- fond 
of a thing which, it is highly probable, you are 

of already; at leaſt I am ſure you are ſo, 
if, fince it has been in your poſſeſſion, you have 
given yourſelf one_moment's thought. I know 
you too well, not to know you ſtand in need of 
no other monitor than your own good ſenſe, 
whenever you pleaſe to permit it to exert itſelf ; 


but the inceſſant hurry attending a court-life, 


frequently engroſſes the mind too much to leave 
any room for reflections, and this was the ſole 
motive, and is the beſt excuſe for the liberty 


taken by 
Your affectionate kinſwoman, 


And moſt humble fervant, 
| SOPHRONIA, 


EPISTLE XI. 


From AsrREA to her Brother, returning Mr. 
_  T”HomPs0N's Caſtle of Indolence, which he 
had lent her, and deſired her opinion of. 


Dear brother, 


HE compliment you pay my under- 
| T ſtanding, in deſiring my opinion of 
the encloſed poem, is ſuch, as modeſty 
PIR would not permit me to look on 28 


know 


of 


28 
ut [ 
10 
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know the partial affection with which you ho- 
nour me, and make not the leaſt doubt if you 
really think me qualified for the taſk" you enjoin. 
—] ſhall therefore make no ſcruple of commu- 
nicating my thoughts to you, as they naturally 


occurred on reading it. 


You have often told me, you perceived I was 
not to be caught with words, and that, as well 
as I loved muſic, I was” but little delighted, 
when the notes did not convey ſome intelligible 
meaning,—So far I muſt do myſelf the juſtice 
to acknowledge your obſervation right; — 2 
pompous ftile,—the. cadence of a' well-turned 
verſe, may givea momentary pleaſure to the ear, 
but it is the ſentiment alone that reaches the 
heart; and I run no riſque of forfeiting my judg- 
ment, when I ſay, that in both theſe Mr. 


ſen excels in all the pieces with which he has 


obliged the world; but I am greatly miſtaken, 
if this laſt does not bear away the prize for the 
nobleſt and moſt laudable aim of à poet. Here 
he endeavours to rouſe a ſſeeping nation; — to 
ſhame the preſent age out of that forgetfulneſs, 
which has very near loſt them the glorious pa- 
trimony bequeathed them by their anceſtors; 
and charm them from the embraces of vice, by 
ſhewing virtue in tae beautiful robes ſhe was 
wont to be adorned with. —He reminds them, 
that by arts and zadu/?ry this iſland roſe to ſuch 
an envied height, and points out the fatal cauſe by 
which it ſinks, even beneath pity fromthe neigh- 
bouring kingdoms, — Great is the attempt, and 
worthy of the art, too long debaſed by flattering 
eulogies ! | | eee er 


Bur here, my dear brother, give me leave to 
„„ Vee ©h D obſerves 


* 
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obſerve, that it is not to thoſe loſt in luxury and 
impiety, the poet ſo much ſpeaks, as to thoſe 
who mean well, with well, and do well them- 
ſelues, but take not the leaſt pains to make cthers 

ſo ; who content themſelves with being in- 
nocent ſpectators, as they imagine, of the miſ- 
cChiefs they cannot avoid ſeeing, and think it is 
enough to lament the impending fate of their 
country, without ſtretching out a hand for its 
rehef.— But, Sir, according to my way of judg- 
mg, whoever offers not every thing in his power 

to /ave in ſome meaſure, takes part with the 

| deſtroyer, and may be ſaid to give a tacit conſent 
| to the ills he is too indolent to oppoſe. You 
| will tell me, that corruption, - opprefion, lux- 
= ury, and every kind of vice, have enliſted under 
13 their banners the greateſt part of mankind, and 
that it would be vain, romantic, and what not, 
to combat againſt ſuch unequal numbers. You 
may perhaps add alſo, that ſome recent inſtances 
have rendered the name of patriot ridiculous, 
even to the loweſt rank of people, and that even 
thoſe; of the better ſort are apt to ſuſpect it as a 
term to cover ſome ſelf-intereſted view ; that 
all teſtimonies af love of country, and public 
ſpirit, ſerve: only to make the pezton who grics 
them, obnoxious to 3 hateful to — 
and laughed at by all. | 


* * very ann that 1 am china to own 
this1 is but too true, yet I dare ſay you would not 
_ wiſh to be thought an athei/?, to avoid the witi- 

ciſms of the libertine for profefling the belief of 
al. gor that pgſierity ſhould brand you with 
the name of a traitor to your country, meerly to 
eſcape che cenſure of a alecontent by your cetem- 


pas idr No, gy am by Certain, yu have ne- 
** Naldo : I. ver 
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ver had ſo much complaiſance for the made, as to 
call in queſtion any part of the myſteries of re+ 
lizion ; nor ſor any miniſter or miniſters, to give 
your aſſent to any thing in prejudice of the com- 
momwealth ;, yet I muſt once more remind you, 
that ſome bills have paſſed, which you could 
wiſh had not ſucceeded, when you were ab- 
ſent. —It is probable your ſingle vote would not 
have prevented them, and there is a poſſibility 
that it might, I am not very well verſed in par- 


liamentary affairs, but have heard from the moſt 


knowing, that inſtances” have been, where the 


majority has not exceeded number one. Should 


any ſuch thing happen in your time, and in a 
matter of the utmoſt conſequence to the nation, 


with what remorſe muſt you reflect on ſa fatal an 


inactivity ! — Beſides, it is not through the want 
of your voice alone the common cauſe might 


ſuffer, great is the prevalence of example, and 1 


am pretty confident yours would influence many 
to be of the ſame fide the queſtion. —I wiſh, 
therefore, you could be perſuaded not to make 
ſuch frequent pretences for retiring to your coun- 
try-ſeat. — Your gardener will take care of your 
flower pots, — your ſteward of your rents: Per- 
mit, then, the harmleſs bucks to range unmo- 
leſted in your park, —the feathered and the finny 
race to eſcape the gun and angle; — a nobler 
and more intereſting cauſe demands all your at- 


tention, — the cauſe of liberty, — the liberty of 


+ Poſterity ! — You cannot be certain that the ene- 


mies of our happy -con/litution watch not the op- 
portunity of your ablence to do that, which the 
utmoſt future 'zeal, and aſſiduity of its friends, 


would never be able to get repealed. 


PC- 
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propheey, but I have for it the authority of a 
good old poet, whote works I: have heard you 
frequently quote on other occaſions. 


One Juckleſs hour may teem with ills, „ 
The cares of future time can ne er recall. 


Tot nought 10 chance ;—thoſe whom en 
Wat af cif i compleat lar an. f 


Bur I have done, at leaſt for the 3 
and if you think I have taken too much freedom 
in thele remonſtrances, you ought to blame your- 
ſelf, for deſuing I would write my ſentiments on 
a pocm, the deſign of which could not but lead 
me into ſuch reflections on the growing calami- 
ties of my country, and the ſource of them, as 
rendered me altogether unable to ſorbear telling 
you how ardently I wiſh to fee a perſon, ſo nc ar 
and dear to me, one of the firſt to break the 
Chains of indolence, and do honour to Mr. 
| Thempſon's generous advice; to which I refer 

you, and entreat ycu to conſider it with atten- 
tion; it may produce this glorious effect, awaken- 
- ing you from the indolence of a retired life, that 
you may improve your talents in the ſervice of 


your country. This will exalt your name, and 
: be an infinite ſatisfaction to, 


My deareſt brother, 
| You r ſincerely * filter, 
e A4 obliged humble ſervant, 


— 


ASTREA. 
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EPISTLE XII, 


Frim MIRA, to a lady who had expreſſed the * 
moſt ſurprize at her ſlaying in the country 
winter was pretty far advanced ; with a Aua of 
the manner in which ſhe paſſes * time there, and 
the many ſolid pleaſures ae retirement is ca- 


pable 4 Wee to a thinking mind. 


> town: diverſions ſummon the gay part 
1 2 of the rd to quit their rual ſeats, and 
— ſhine in the circle of the beau monde. 
Ms balls, maſquerades, and operas, are already 
begun. — The country is almeſt as deſolate: of 
inhabitants, as the trees in my ſorreſt are of _ 
leaves. — All mylacquaintance, in theſe parts, 
have left me, * hs. they call delights more 
agreeable to the ſeaſon ; yet 11 am ſtill here, —» 
and what ſeems molt ſtrange to you, am here by 
my own choe; and think it not the leaſt of 
thoſe many obligations I owe to the love and 
complaiſance of my dear lord, that he conſents 
to be, a little longer than is uſual, abſent from 
the grand council of the nation, rather than re- 
move me from the felicities this receſs affords. 


But you wonder I am not eaten up with ſpleen, 


or dying with vapours, and cannot conceive ho- 
I am able to ſupport ſo long a deprivation, * 
thoſe pleaſures, which, tho? far from being a 
enemy to, I cannot help thinking you beds 
e and * ng; as you paint them, and 
3 
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really agreeable as I confeſs ſome of them are, 
u-mutt-pardon me, when I ſay, they cannot, 

n my opinion, come in any competition” 
thoſe of retirement. Here I am free from, and 
diſincumbered with, the infincere civilities, — the 
Vain ceremony, —the fantaſtic pomp, which the 
troublefome rank I hold in lite obliges me to 
partake of, — What company, — what amuſe- 
ments can Iwant, when the wide creation is ſpread 
out before me; — when the court of heaven, 
with all its glories, opens to my view, and an 
uninterrupted tranquility aſſiſts contemplation to 
lift me above this dull earth, to travel in idea 
throꝰ the ætherial regions, and anticipate the pri- 
vilege of immortality Whether the ſun appears 
in all his radiance, or the pale moon ſhines in her 
borrowed light; whether I hai the dawn, or 
pay my compliments to the evening Heſper ur: 
2 my impatient . 1 voy among 'the 
unnumbered ſtars, or itſelf amidſt that 
galaxy of ſplendor which — che milky way, 
Cul ſeems all diſſolved and: looſened from its 
clay; — I feel myſelf, methinxs; already a gueſt 
in the celeſtial abodes, and foining chorus, with 
the bleſt inhabitants, in praiſe' and adoration of 
the Eternal n of love; of eg A and Joy. 


Bur theſe are raptures which I cannot at all 
times indulge, nor indeed ought I to be ſo en- 
tirely abſorbed in them, as to forget, that during 
the time appointed for my ſtay on earth, I have 
duties to diſcharge which'ſeagriot be diſperiſed 
with.—As I am a-worfe, Lam bound to make it 
my ſtudy to pleaſe him to whom; by love, law, 
and the moſt tender obligations, Jam united; 
and as I am a mother, to omit nothing in my 
2 to form the minds of * 1 
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have given birth, in ſuch a' manner as to render 
tem incapable of doing any thing hereafter 


unrorthy the dignity: of a' reaſonable © being, — 


Ae all things, L take care to inculeate into 


ther maſt early years, the knowledge that they 


are born for eternity; and while I amuſe them 
wich che ſtudy of natural philoſophy, I turn their 
reflections on the Supreine Author of all the 
various and amazing productiotis they behold 
with ſo much pleaſute. I endeavour, as much 
as poſſible, to make them leſs in love with art 
than nature, and to contemn all ti e handy-works 
of man, in compariſon with thoſe of Him who 
made man. To look onithe-2ldre of ſinery and 
equipage, as the meaneſt of all trifles, and to 
conſider even beauty (tho? the gift of heaven) as 
a good, which can no way counterbalance for any 
ciet.in the mind, de he precepta Hay dong 
are delivered with a familiarity, which has no- 
thing of the air of Jefion, I have the ſatisfaction 
to perceive they liſten to them with more delight, 
than to any thing they can hear in the ,nuriesy. 
This gives me cauſe to hope, that the impreſſions 


thus early made on their hearts will not eaſily be 


eraſed. 


— 


Tnvs, madam, have I given you a faithful 
account of the duties Jam employed in, curing 
my retirement from the great world, which, 


believe, you will allow are ſuch as leave no time 


heavy on my hands, and when IJ affure you, as 
J can do, with the greateſt ſincerity, that theſe 
— will alſo ceaſe to wonder, that I am in no 
Va(te to viſit a city, where it is utterly impoſſible - 
tor me to purſue them with the fame freedom I 


ſtudies make the ſupreme pleaſure of my Hife, 


do here, I muſt, notwithſtanding, ſubmit to 


D4 my 
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my hufband's will, which I am juſt now infor- 
med, has fixed next Tueſday fol my departure 
from this ſcene of true content. I bear it how- 
,ever with the leſs regret, as I ſhall have the 
.honour of congratulating Sir Thomas: on the re- 
ward of his long faithful paſſion for the virtuous 
and beautiful Clarinda :: 1 beg, in che mean time, 
0 will make my compliments acceptable to 
h, and aſlure them, that they ſhare, with their 
iter, in the mm e and een , 


Pour moſt bumble ſervant, 


© EPISTLE XIV. Adis ab 
SormRona to 'OPHELIA, on "I ſhe had 25 
Y | | ber beauty by the fall por. 


1h 4 dear OrhzTIA, 
| If Received yours, and rejoice too much 


de with you on any altertation your late 

wer illneſs has made in you; and, indeed, 
how, great ſoever it may be, am far from think- 
ing it deſerves to be ae with that concern 


you expreſs. Vou have encountered death, and 


tailed him at one of his ſharpeſt weapons; and if 
you have received ſome ſcars, ought to look upon 
them rather as trophies of victory, than blemiſhes, 
* if Nr e has loſt ſome part of 


its 
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in your recovery, to be able to condole 
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ee io delicate, the leſs chatms your 
pfteſents you with, the more you will find in 
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its fair enamel, and your features are not alto- 


2 


cloſet; and, deprived of vain pleaſure in contem- 
plating the graces of your outward form, you: 
will have the greater leiſure to improve and em- 


betliſh gy which afe ug ſo n e 


Wa... 


Laer us pretend what we will, it is the 
ambition of attracting admirers, that renders 
beauty of ſo much value to all the young and gay; 
but, if we conſider ſeriouſly, we ſhall find that it 
is virtue, good ſenſe, ſweetneſs: of diſpoſition, 
and complaiſance, of which the girdle of Cytheria 
ſhould be compoſed. — The fineſt face in the- 
world, without them, will not long maintain its 
empire over the heart of a man of ubderfiandings, 
as the poet min ſays, | | 


Beauty ſoon grows l to the 75 : 
Virtue alone has charms that never ew 


Do not i that T am glad to find! 


you are more on a level, than before this accident, 


with the greateſt part of our ſex; I confeis the 
beauties of the perſon greatly contribute to ſet off 
and render thoſe of the mind conſpicuous, and 
for that reaſon ſhould lament extremely any 
defect in the one, if I were not certain ydu had 
enough of the other, to eugroſs the whole atten- 
tion of as many as "know you; and that they 
may every day inereaſe in the lauſtre of true dig-- 
nity, is the dee wil of, my dear Ophelia,” 
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EPISTLE XV. 


. SEMANTHE to Mira, ay of th 
hardneſs of her fate, in being courted by tw 
gentlemen, equally worthy of her affeZtion, Ns 
incapable of giving herſelf to either, through the 
capriciouſnefs of her parents; her father abſolutely 
n Her to think of the one, and her ner, 
no 2 u. bp againſt the __. * 0G 


Dur mm, 25 3 


N the favour of yours, with 
that ſatisfaction which I am certain 
all, who can judg e of their own 
happineſs, mult feel on the like oc- 
calion. I have nothing to be vain 
X but the friendſhip of the admirable Mira, and 
notwithſtanding the many defects I every day 
diſcover in 8 cannot help thinking there is 
ſome what in me, or I ſhould not have 
met ſo al bi 2 of It, — K is common enough 
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to miſtake meer compaſſion for the effects of king, 
but as you yet are ignorant how much I am an 
object of the one, I may very well · flatter myſeif 
with being honoured: with the other; —nay, I 
have yet à ſtrotiger reaſon to feed this pride in me, 
that of your loving me, - while you imagine me 
more unworthy than I really am of your regard. 
Lou accuſe me, my dear Adira, / ob levity, 
coquetry, and what not, in en ing] the ad- 


dreſſes of Pahydore and Lyſander at the fame 


time. Alas I how dittle do you know my foulz 
or the motives of this ſeeming inſtability of hu- 
mour ; but I can no longer fear the apprehen- 
ſion of ſuffering in your opinion; I will let you 

into a ſecret, which I bluſh not to reveal on my 
own account, but on that. of thoſe for whom 
duty obliges me always to preſerve the higheſt 


veneration. Al thank heaven, I have not à heart 


capable of being agitated with any of thoſe 
violent emotions I have obſerved in tome of 
acquaintance; yet it is not inſenſible to merit.— 
That of Polydore and Lyſander appear fo equal to 
me, that J believe Il might be very happy with. 
either; but an unfortunate diſagreement between 
my parents will permit me to be ſo with-neither. —- 
My father, who has made Palydore his choice, 
commands me to receive him as the man who- 
mult be one day my huſband. My mother, 
who is no leſs in the intereſt of Zyſander, charges 
me on her blefling, to confider him in the ſame 
light; and both menace my diſobedience with. 
their higheſt reſentment. What can I do in ſo 
ſevere an exigence ? —I neither dare indulge an 
affection, or maintain an abſolute indifference for 

either the one or the other of theſe gentlemen,— 
By the manner in which I am compglled: to be- 
have, each thinks he has reaſon to flatter himſelf. 

rn D 6 V with 
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with having made ſome impreflion on me. — 
he ſole excute J have for not complying with 
the deſires of Lyſander, is, that he muſt not hope 
for any farther marks of favour from me, till 
he has obtained the conſent of my father.— Io 
Pal;aare I ſay the ſame thing in relation to my 
mother. Thus do I throw ſome part of the 
weight of this moſt vexatious affair on thoſe who, 
it muſt be conſeſſed, deſerve moiſt to be loaded 
with it, ſince it is only an unhappy, and (if L 
may be allowed to call it ſo) a faulty diſunion 
between themſelves, not any prudential reaſons 
the characters, fortunes, and families of both my 
lovers, being equally unexceptionable) that ren- 
ders each ſo averie to what the other approves. — 
My father, however, by this means is continually 
— by the ſollicitations of Lyſander, my 
mother by thoſe of Pohdorc, and both alike are 
puzaled for pretences to refuſe what they are 
reſolved never to grant. But, madam, judge 
how much my peace of mind ſuffers all this time 
by the caprice of my parents; and I fear will 
ene for I ſee little room to expect they 
ever will agree in this, or any other point.— 
That tenderneſs I might hope they had for me, 
as their only child, I have experienced is of no 
force, when oppoſed to the pleaſure they take in 
contradicting- each other. —-I have put my mo- 
deſty to the utmoſt ſtreſs to make the trial, — 
Wen my father inſiſts on my giving myſelf to 
Palydore, I affect to feel the moſt paſſionate in- 
clination for Lyſander; and when my mother 
urges the ſuit of Lyſander, I pretend the extremeſt 
affection for Polydore ; but my ſuppoſed attach- 
ment is ſo far from having any effect on either 
of them, that they only reproach my: folly, as 
mY call it, in the bittereſt terms, and tell me 5 
, m 
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mult learn to ſquare my wiſhes by the rule of 
their will. Heaven knows how gladly L Would 
do ſo, were once that wil of tus become one. 
I DouBT. not, deareſt madam, but after this, 
you will own J much more deſerve your pity 
than reproof. I am now arrived at an age, in 
which, if J ever ſettle in the world, it is time 
to do it, A few years hence I muſt not think of 
making my fortune by marriage, but of making 
the fortune of the man I marry, a thing very in- 
conſiſtent with my humour ; ſo that upon the 
whole, as matters are managed in our family, it 
ſeems as if J were condemned to lead apes. — 
This is an apprehenſion, however, that gives 
me no pain; but tho' I am not in love either 
with Polydore, or Lyſander, I am truly concemed 
they ſhould waſte their time in ſo vain a purſuit, 
and am fo free from that vanity, which they 
fallely ſay is inherent to all our ſex, of taking 
pleaſure in a crowd of admirers, that having 
only tue, I with from my heart to be rid of 


them, ſince it never will be in my power, with- 


out the death of one or other of my parents, 
which I am far from wiſhing, to return the gene- 
rous and fincere affection 1 am convinced they 
both have for me, with any thing but diſſimula- 
tion, ſince I am equally forbid to diſiniſs, as 1 
am to engage, myſelf with either of them. It is. 
certain, my father would not permit the viſits 
of Ly/ander, if my mother did not, in ſpite of 
his diſpleaſure, encourage him to come; nor 
would the ſuffer Palydore to approach me, if my 
tather did not exert the authority of a huſband 
in his favour. Whenever they happen to meet, 
though I take all imaginable care to behave alike 
to both, yet I am not without fean, that the 

7 Jealouſy 
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jealouſy each has of the other, ſhould at laſt 
tranſport them to ſome action, which would in- 
volve us all in confuſion.— If you can adviſe me 
to any method, by which I may extricate myſelf 
out of this labyrinth of perplexities, or think a 
change of conduct would amend my condition, 
I know you will have the goodneſs to communi- 
cate it, with the ſame ſincerity J entreat it. — 
The deſire I have of being directed by a judgment, 
which will ever be infallible with me, gr 

adds to the impatience with which I ſhall expect 
your anſwer. I do aſſure you, I am more un- 
eaſy than I have words to expreſs, but yet] hope 
not ſo much as to make me forget any part of 
the obligations I owe to you, or that reſpect 
which is ſo much your due on every account, 
from all the world, but more particularly from, 


Dear madam; 
Your moſt faithful, and devoted ſervant, 


 SEMANTHE, 


EPISTLE 


—— 
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'EPISTLE XVI. 
SABINA 4% Mina, revealing to her the ſecret of 
her. amour with Lx cID AS; the difcavery made 


of it by her, father z his ſending, for his ſon, in 
order to revenge he injury dane ta their family 3 
the duel faught between the lover and the brather, 
in which the latter was killed upon the ſpot ;,, con- 
cluding with the juſt remorſe 7 4775 pair 22 is in, 


at having * the r of jp egy a ah. 
Madam, EE 

a9 OULD day eiae book kept 

a ſecret, Ry certainly never ſhould have 

revealed it, even to you; but rather 
choſe to have ſtole myſelf away in 

ſilence from all who had ever known me, and 

waſted the wretched remnant of my days in 


ſome ſuch place, as Mr. Rowe has made his fair 
penitent deſcribe: 


L 


An wnfrrquantee vale, 3 with trees, 
Miffy and old, within whoſe loneſome ſhade 
Ravens and birds ill omen d only dwell : 
No found to break the ſilence, but a brot, 
That bubbling winds among the weeds; no mark 
. Of any hum ſhape that had bern thre, | 
| Unleſs a ſheleton of ſome poor wretth, " © 
Who had long ſince, like me by love undone, © 
_— that fad —_ out, to deſpair and Wen I. 


Bur O, incomparable Mira, my crime is 
publiſh d by the dire effects; —it js too flagrant 
/ to 
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to be hid; — earth, as well as the all- ſeeing eye 
of heayen, is witneſs of my ſhame. The great 
diſtanee vou are at, alone prevents you from be- 
ing already acquainted with it; your return can- 
not fail of preſenting you with every aggravating 
circumſtance ; but though I am ſure of your 
knowing all from the mouth; of fame, as my ill 
conduct admits of no excafe, F know not, if 
you were even here, whether I ſhould dare to 


meet that virtuous indignation, which, however 


mild your words might be, would not be reſtrain- 
ed from ſparkling in your eyes at hearing a de- 
claration, ſuch as the good opinion you had of 
me, would render ftrangely furprizing. — But my 
paper cannot bluſh, and will tranſmit what, per- 
haps, I ſhould have wanted courage to ſpeak. 
I doubt not, but by this fad prelude, you gueſs 
part of what I am about to write; eſpecially as 
you have often ſeen Lycidas with me, and told 
me you wiſhed I might not one day find him 
dangerous to my peace. O, too prophetic 
words, how dearly have I experienced the truth 
of them !— You might have added virtue too. 
Virtue and peace go hand-in- hand, and both 


are irrecoverably loſt to me. — There needs no 


more to make my ſhame apparent; — but if 
there does, if partial friendſhip ſeeks to find a 
meaning in my words, to render me leſs. guilty, 
think E O think!! what it is a man, void of all 
regard to aught, but the gratification of his wild 
deſires, will aſk, when paſſion prompts, and 
opportunity invites; and what a maid, believing, 
T fond, — with fancied merit charmed, in an 


% i. oe mo. 3h ˙— hos a ̃ ⁴: an m . . odd bf . a> im 


© m»« + p — — — wy a — _£ oe 


— 


e }80VÞ a 


— 


8 


1 


1 


r RPO - R-u©y os = 


Erisr. xvi. fir LADIES. 65 


YET would I could ſtop here that my un- 


doing were all I had to unfold; but there is a 


dreadful conſequence, which makes my offence 
unpitiable here; — unpardonable, I fear, here- 
after. Abandoned to all ſenſe of honour, re- 
putation, and even common prudence, I took 
jo little care to hide my infamy, that it ſoon 
reached my. father's ears ;—a letter, he inter- 
cepted, confirmed what he had heard. No 
words can paint the extremity of his grief -and 
rage, — Scarce; could he refrain from i 
me the victim of his fury.-OQ, would to hea- 
ven it had been all let looſe upon me; juſt had 
been the doom, and I had bleſt the blow. But 
my poor life was inſufficient to atone for the diſ- 
honour brought upon his family.—He locked 
me into my chamber, then ſent the ſame inſtant 
for my brother, who happened to be at Sis John 
** — he made too obedient haſte to obey 
the fatal ſummons, and alſo to reſolve on ta- 
king that revenge on my betrayer, which my 
father's age 8 infirmities would not permit 
him to attempt himſelf. | 1129 20 


Bur let me haſte to end the horrid tale, or 
the diſtraction I am in will rob me of the pow- 
er, and I ſhall leave you in ſuſpence. — My bro- 
ther ſent that ſame night a challenge to Lycidas, 
which being accepted, the next morning they 
met and fought: — Heaven, for my greater 
puniſhment, thought fit to give the victory to 
him who leaſt deſerved it, and my unhappy bro- 
ther was brought home breathleis. The houſe 
echoed with ſhtieks and cries; — a confuſed 
noiſe filled every room. Impatient to be ſatis- 
hed, and trembling, though I was yet ignorant 
of the occaſion, 1 forced the gee 
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and flew down ſtaig into the parlour, v ere 
the firſt object that preſt ted itſelf, was the now 
cold corpie of my: dear brother, and near him 
my father, upheld by bis ſervants, in agonies 


which ſeemed mortal. — As ſoon as he beheld I} 


me, O ſement, cried he, behold thy works ! — the 
fruits of thy curſed folly / — Theſe words, and the 
volley of execrations I heard thundered out againk 
Lycagas, left me no room to doubt the truth, 
Sure in that moment I felt ſome portion of what 
the damned endure.— 1 flew to my father 
ſword, which lay upon a table, and had plunged 
It into my breaſt, had J not been prevented by 
ſome of the neighbours, whom this ſad accident 
had brought into the houſe.— I was aſterwards 
forced back: into my chamber, here I have ever 
ſince remained, in a condition little different from 
madneis.— A nurſe, who attended me in my in- 
fant days, keeps continually by me, to prevent 
the violence my deſpair had threatened, and com- 
fort me all ſhe is able. Needleſs, alas ! and 
vain her tender cares; - there wants no ſword 

or poiſon to deſtroy me. — Terrom unutterable, 
inconceiveable, prey on my vitals : — Life flies 
alarmed from pulſe: to pulſe, and ſoon will be 
driven out from every ſeat. Yes, madam, I 
feel I am going to that unknown land, from 
whoſe bourne, as Shakeſpear expreſſes it, no travel- 
ler returns. O, were the proſpect clear before 
me, how gladly would I wing my way, and 
leave this load of infamy behind. Aid me, my 
guardian angel — Aid me, all ye celeſtial ſpirits, 
who. delight in acts of mercy and benevolence! 
{ſupport my feeble courage | Whiſper in my ear, 
that when my ſoul ſhakes off this guilty clay, 
the gates of paradiſe will not be barred againit 
me | that my repentance comes not too " 
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ere and will atone — But hore again T am ſhocked! 
ow W —my heart ſhudders!— the blood: forfakes' its 
im natural courſe, and ſhoots convullive pangs thro? 
nes my whole frame ? — repentance, did I fay !— 
cid WW How can I hope my repentance' is fincere, when 
the | cannot yet bring myſelf to hate the author of 


my ruin; hen my ſinful mind {till preſents the 


alt WW murderer of my brother, with all theſe charms 
ha which aſſiſted him in the murder of my inno- 
bat WW cence O, how can I expect ſueceur from 
rs thoſe beings, who are themſelves all purity, 
ed while I retain any part of thoſe impure imagi- 
by nations which joined with Lycidas to undo me 


pity me | pray for me It is all can now be 
doue for your deſpairing, dying friend.. 
ernennt n9v9 SARIN A. 


"PEA B 5 Ie ao 
. P. 8. Jaſt as T had finiſed the above, I Heard 
1 that Lycidas has eſcaped the purſuit made after 
= dim, and that my father's diſcompoſure of 


mind has thrown him into ſo violent a fever, 
that there is no hope of his recovery |— 


2 What !—O, what muſt become of me!— 
* Adieu, perhaps, for ever! e ee, 
be N \S TFLYPE YM EPA S IP 7 
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” Frm ATHAL1A, to @ gentleman, who had argued 


that no man could be an ill huſband, tobe had an 


11 endearing wife. = 5 
Its, 1 05 Mon b ne if 1 
ec! BW Da ob ſt night carried all before you; 
ar, v dut I would not have you imagine your 


> oo © arguments unanſwerable, becauſe no- 
body attempted to confute them. 
eee | 
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and aſcribe nothing to the juſtice of the cauſe 
you took upon you to defend.— All your wit 
and eloquence would have been ineffectual, to 
perſuade people into a belief of what every day's 
experience contradicts: But Emilia was pre- 
ſent, and as you are upon the point of being 
married to her, it would have been too cruel in 
us to; have urged any thing, which might have 
deterred her, after ſhe; becomes a wiie, from 
| behaving in that endearing manner, to which l 
will not doubt but you may be one of thoſe huſ- 
bands, who will make an adequate return, 


Bur, Sir, all your ſex are not of that grate- 
ful diſpoſition, as I could ſhew by a multiplicity 
of proofs, even among my own acquaintance; — 
one, however, I fancy, will, be ſufficient, and 
give too plain a conviction, for you to renew 

any diſcourſe on this head, unleſs in en to 
your miſtreſs. * 


I was this morning at my brother's ; —you 
| know how much the public affairs, he is engaged 
in, take him up.— While I was waiting Vis 
dreſſing. room, till he had diſpatched ſome people 
Che had bulinels with, a letter lying half open on 
his to.let, tempted my curioſity to peep into it; 
-I found it fo admirably well adapted to the 
deſign I had "ut taking the firſt opportunity of 
Raine you the error you are in at preſent, that 
haſtily tranſcribed it, with a reſolution of ſend- 
ing it to you, as I now do, flattering myſelf, 
—— you. have read it, you will agree with 
me in acknowledging, that if the endearments of 
ſuch a woman as Cleomelia, joined to the im- 
menſe obligations her huiban has to her, rende: 
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rot many of our ſexz who haye reaſon to expe: 
theirs will be agreeable. e 


I sINCERELY with, nevertheleſs, that thoſe 
vou may meet with from Emilia, may really re- 
ccive all you ſeem to think they merit from a 
kuſband. —I give you my ſolemn promiſe never 
to mention one word to her of the encloſed, and 
am, SI R, | 

Your moſt humble ſervant, 
ATHALIA, 
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 '[Endleſed in the foregoing. ] 
From the Earl of * *, to the Hon. Hr. * * 2. 


Dear Fact, | : 
LL my friends have had fo little of my 
company ſince I have been wived, that 
none of you have any reaſon to regret 
* my leaving London. — My father-in- 
law, I thank him, takes me with him to make 
a country viſit, a favour for which I am much 
more indebted to him, than for the fortune he 
bribed me with to marry his daughter. —I ſhall 
now have a little reſpite from the fulſome ſounds 
of my dear, and my dear Lord, at the beginning 
of every ſentence, and ſometimes too accompa- 
nied with a kiſs, or perhaps a ſqueeze of the 
hand, yet more tireſome and impertinent to a 
man of taſte. — But if the old fellow, who thinks 
this mighty pretty, would but once take a trip 
into the other world, I ſhould make her b-have 
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more like" a woman of this, or leave her to 2 
ſeparate maintenance. — The moment of my re. 
turn, ſhall bring you word where I am; and in 
ſpite of my matrimonial yoke, will teal one 
night, to enjoy your company, and Tom w, Bt ' 
over a bottle of champaigne, with two or three f 
girls of wit and ſpirit.— Till when, I am, 


| 1 
Dear Jath 5 Sb 
> Yours, &c, 


EPISTLE XIX. 
From EuskpIA to the biſhop of * *, on the power Wil P 


of divine muſic. With feme hints of a propojal Wl * 
.* far the better encouraging it in theſe kingdems, t 


My Lon, 


7 Rf I is a vulgar aphoriſm, that thoſe who 
& are untouched with muſic, have no 
= fouls. —What I ſuppoſe is meant by 
| it is, that ſuch people are incapable of 
teliſhing the joys of immortality (among the in- 
finity of __ ſeraphic ſounds are always rec- © 
koned as a part) and I ſhould be very apt to ſub- 


ſcribe to this opinion, were I not confident, tha l 
whatever obſtructions there may be in our organ 
of harmony, they will be all removed with ou: 5 


other imperfections, when we arrive at the man- Wi - 
ſions of eternity. — It is nevertheleſs, methinks, 


the buſineſs of us all, while we remain on earth, * 
to endeavour, as ach as in us lies, to fit our- 
ſelyes for the ſociety we hope to enjoy hereafter; „ 
and that this can be done by no method more k 
likely to ſucceed, than by the ſolemnity of _ | 

| m 
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muſic, is obvious, by the power hamonious notes 
have on the mind, to whatever purpoſe they are 
applied. — We are told, my lord, the lyre of 
Timotheus had that perſuaſive force, as to inſpire - 
in the breaſts of all who heard it, any paſſion he 
pleaſed, or to convert, in an inſtant, the ex- 
tremeſt emotion, nature, or circumſtances had 
imprinted there, into its contrary. — How much 
eater then mult be its energy, when turned in 
praiſes to that Supreme Being of beings, whom 
the moſt hardened {inner in his heart acknow- 
ledzes and reveres |— So efficacious is it, and fo 
ſublime the ideas, which elevate the ſoul to rap- 
turouz contemplation of. that Eternal Fountain of 
harmony, that I know not whether the royal 
prophet merited that glorious appellation” of the 
man after God's own heart leſs by his ſacred hymns, 
than dy his other acts of devotion ; and was not 
equally great in driving the evil ſpirit out of Saul, 
25 in conquering G«/zah, and the hoſt of the Phi- 
liftines, STEEL | | 


I was led into theſe reflections by being laſt 
night at Mr. Handel's fine oratorio of 
where, though the words were not quite ſo ele- 
gant, nor ſo well as I could have wiſhed adapted 
to the muſic, I was tranſported into the moſt di- 
vine extaſy.— I cloſed my eyes, and imagined 
myſelf amidſt the angelic choir in the bright re- 
gions of everlaſting dav, chanting the praiſes of 
my Great Creator, and his ineffable MHegiab. I 
ſcemed, methought, to have nothing of this groſs 
carth about me, but was all foul ! — all fpirit | — 


I CANNOT help thinking, but that entertain- 
ments of this nature, frequently exhibited, would 
have an effect over the moit obdurate minds, 
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and go a great way in reforming an age, which 
ſeems degenerating equally 'into an irreverence 
for the Deity, and a brutality of behaviour to 
each other; but as this depravity of taſte, of 
principles, and manners, has ſpread itſelf from 
London even to the remoteſt parts of this iſland, 
I ſhould be glad there were oratorios eſtabliſhed 
in every city and great town throughout the king- 
dom; but even then, to be of general ſervice, 


they ought to be given gratis, and all degrees f 


people allowed to partake of them, otherwiſe it 


is but an inconſiderable number, in compariſon 
of the whole, whoſe fortunes would admit of their 


being improved this way. 


TT would, therefore, be an act truly worthy 
of the Britiſb nobility, clergy, and gentry, to 
enter into a ſubſcription, for the bringing up to 
muſic, ſuch of our youth, of both ſexes, who are 
qualified either for the vocal or inſtrumental part, 
and icttling a fund for maintaining them decently, 
and io as not to be obliged to follow any other 
vocation, nor perform in any other kind of en- 
tertainment. — Theſe ſhould all be under the in- 
ſpection of the miniiter of the place to which they 
belong, who, as far as he is able, ſhould take 
care they were guiity of nothing in private life, 
that ſhould diſgrace, or bring an odium on their 
public character, which, by their officiating in 
Jacred worſhip, 0uzht always to be held in eſti- 
mation, | | | 1 


IF any one ſhould object, that the calamities 
of the times wi!! not at preſent admit of any ad- 
ditional expence, I think the auſwer is ealy,— 
There are modiſh expences, which all reaſonable 
people alow would be much more for the Bog 
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of the nation to retrench. — Many of our public 
diverſions are no other than public nuſances, and 
tend to the overthrow of all religion, morality, 
and even common ſenſe; and were they to be 
aboliſhed in favour of thoſe ſeminaries of divine 
muſic, I have been ſpeaking of, I am pretty cer- 
tain it would appear, on calculating the expence 
of both, that virtue might be purchaſed at a' 
much cheaper rate than vice. | 


Bur however impracticable this ſcheme may 
be, I dare flatter myſelf, your Jordſhip will be- 
lieve it is well meant; and know you are too 
fincere a lover, as well as too great an example 
of piety and humanity, to be offended at any 
thing proceeding from ſuch motives. —I ſhall 
therefore make no apology for the liberty J have 
taken, and only aſſure you, I have the honour 
to be, your lordihip's 

Moſt dutiful, and obedient ſervant, 


EvusEBrA. 
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EP.ISTLE. XX. 


From CARICLEA to ARABELLA, giving her an 
account hw fhe relicved the country people from 
the terrors they were in 25 a ſuppoſed apparition in 
Broxbon Nod. Mill fame part of the flory of 
The lady of the cave. | | 


Dear ARABELLA, 


ae. D SUPPOSE by this time you begin to 
imagine that the gay ſylvian ſcenes of 


Hertfordſhire have made me forgetful 
| of every thing I left behind me in Lon- 
dn; but I do affure you, tho I have been very 
Vox. I. E much 
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much taken up in a way, perhaps, you little think 
of, that of doing good in my generation, I ſhould 
not have been here ten whole days without 
| writing, had it been in my power to have en- 
tertained you with any other ſubject, than one 
which I know is the moſt diſagreeable of any.— 
In fine, I have ſeen you too much alarmed at 
every ſtory has been told of apparitions, to ſend 
you an account of one from the country ; but as 
the danger is over, and I can now affirm, that 
a ſpirit, which has made a great noiſe here, is 
found to be real fleſh and blood exiſting, I may 

venture to give you the narrative, not only as an 
amuſement, but allo as I am in hopes it may 
Contribute to rid you of thoſe vain apprehenſions, 

by ſhewing on what ſlight foundations, tales of 
this nature are generally built. | 


I xxow not how it comes to paſs, but I have 
obſerved in moſt country places I have been, 
the people are ſtrangely infatuated with a belief 
of ghoſts and ſpirits : — According to them, every 
town, nay, almoſt every village, has its parti- 
cular dæmon, which haunts lone walks, and 
gloomy foreſts ; but till my coming down this 
time, I never heard of any ſuch thing in theſe 
parts, and therefore was now the more ſurprized 
to find, on my arrival, every one in the ex- 
tremeſt terror, on account of an apparition, which 
they told me appeared even, at noon-day, in 
Broxbon wood. — This ſpirit, they ſaid, had the 
form of a woman, was in white robes, and 
ſometimes ſeemed to glitter all over like a ſtar.— 
They added, that while at a diſtance, ſhe only 
glided along very flow between the trees of that 
thick foreſt, but when __ perſon had courage 
to go nearer to her, moved much faſter, and by 
ces 
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degrees vaniſhed. -— As ſhe had been never ſeen 
in any other place, they gave her the name of 
the Mhite devil of Broxbon word. Not one of 
our family, except my uncle and aunt, who are 
both er {fy to their chamber, he by a fit of the 

ut, and ſhe, by her complaiſance in keeping 

im company, but what affirmed they have ſeen 
this phantom various times ; but though none of 
them pretend they have received any hurt from 
it, or that it ever aſſumed any frightful ſhape, 
yet the thoughts that one from the dead was 
come among them, put them into ſuch a panic, 
that it was not without great difficulty, any of 
the ſervants could be prevailed upon to go to the 
next market-town for proviſions, there Fein ns 
other way, than through the wood, and fome 
even choſe to loſe their places, rather than ha- 
zard encountring the white devel. | 


I ENDEAVOURED all I could to reaſon-thoſe 
creatures into more courage. I repreſented to 
them, that in caſe there were any ſuch thing in 
reality, as the ſpirits of deceaſed perſons bein 
permitted to appear, how improbable it was that 
they ſhould quit the manſions of eternal reſt, and 
reviſit the earth, only to ſhew themſelves, and 
ſcare thoſe who were once their fellow-creatures, 
without any other buſineſs, or errand whatſoever 

— but all this was talking to the wind; they in- 
liſting that it was a ghoſt they had ſeen, would 
1 no arguments be diſſuaded, and no doubt 

hought me very prophane for making ſo flight 
of it: — In a word, itic Wory was fo much at- 
teſted, and by ſuch numbers, that my uncle him- 
felf, though a man the fartheſt in the world from 
ſuperſtition, told me he knew not well what to 
think of it, and wiſhed he were able to walk out 


E 2 | himſelf, 
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himſelf, in order to form a better judgment. 
For my part, I could not forbear laughing at the 
whole, and urged that it was certainly either a 
woman, who lived on the ocher {ide t:ze wood, 
and came to indulge her melancholy in that foli- 
tary receſs, or one who walked there with deſign 
to impoſe on weak minds, and divert herſelf at 
the expence of their credulity.— To which he 
replied, that the latter of theſe ſuggeſtions might 
robably be right; but as to the former, he had 
Ken at the pains of ſending to all the gentlemen's 
ſeats near that place, and was well aſſured there 
was no perſon in any of them, that amuſed her- 
ſelf in that manner; but, on the contrary, many 
on the other ſide the wood had alſo ſeen it, an 
were equally terrified and amazed. | 


| ALL this would not perſuade me to believe 
any thing of the matter, and having been uſed to 
walk frequently in this wood whenever I came 
to my uncle's, would not now deny myſelf that 
pleaſure, though much I found was faid of my 
preſumption in ſo doing. —But I was obliged to 
exert all my authority to get my maid along with 
me, the ſtories ſhe had been told having ren- 
dered her as much a.coward, as the moſt timid 
of them all. — She durſt not, however, abſo- 
Jutely refuſe, and ſo followed me ;— but tho' we 
went a conſiderable way into this formidable 
lace, even much farther than I had ever done 
fore in my life, we met no ghoſt, nor any 
thing to juſtify the accounts had been given us of 
one; fo that ſhe began to aflume reſolution 
enough, not only to attend me chearfully the 
next time we walked, but allo to rally thoſe who 
ſtill perſiſted in their belief. 


Is 


— 
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Ir was either the third or the fourth day, I 
cannot be poſitive which, that we were rambling 
as uſual, when happening to have forgot my 
ſnuff- box, I ſent her back to fetch it, promiſing, 
at the ſame time, that I would not quit the place 
ſhe left me in, till her return. - She obeyed, 
though I could perceive with a reluctance, which 
ſome remains of fear occaſioned: in her; and I 
ſat down at the foot of a large oak, in one of 
the thickeſt parts of the wood. I had not been 
in this poſture above fix minutes, before I was 
ſurprized with the found of a very ſweet and 
harmonious voice, ſinging at ſome diſtance, yet 
near enough for me to hear the words, which 


' Gruve me love, and liberty: Ar 
From an iron grate, 45 
And the man I bate, © 

Dear fortune [73 me free. 


On this I turned my head; and plainly enough 
diſcerned through the branches of the trees, 


ſomewhat that appeared like a woman, and ha- 
bited, as they had ſaid, in white garments, which 
ſeemed to flow looſe in the wind;— her back 
was towards me, and the ſeemed moving farther, 
but in a quite careleſs degagte manner, and ftilt 
continued ſinging : —As I doubted not but this 
was the apparition ſo. much talked of, I reſolved 
to find the truth, if poffible. — F it be a ghoſt, 
faid I to myſelf, it is certainly a very harmleſs, . 
merry one. — I do not tell you, however, that 1 
did not feel ſome little palpitation, but I got the 
better of it; and riſing with as little noife as I 
could, went- in the fame” tract the white. thing 
(for I knew not what to call it) puſhed on be- 
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fore me. — It was when I firſt got up, as I ſaid 
before, a good diſtance from me, but upon the 
ruſtling my cloaths made among the ſhrubs, as 
I ſuppoſe, left off ſinging, and moved conſider- 
ably faſter, as the people affirmed it always did 
at the approach of any one: At length it ran 
with ſo much ſwiftneſs, that I was obliged to do 
ſo too, or maſt have ſoon loſt fight of it, and 
then might have imagined with others, that it 
had the power of becoming inviſible whenever 
it pleaſed. — My feet, however, were nimble 
enough to enable my eyes to purſue it quite out 
of the wood, into a great wide N where, 
on coming to a pretty high hill, it eſcaped me, 
on * ſide 12 fully perſwaded in my 
mind that I fhould recover it again, as ſoon as 
J got over the preſent impediment which barred 
my view, 1 redoubled the race I had"taken. — 
But here I found myſelf deceived. —I eaſily 
aſcended this mount, which commanded the 
whole common, but neither ſaw what 1 was in 
chaſe of, nor any houſe, hut, grove, nor even 
thicket, where any creature could be concealed; 
— this indeed alarmed me;—loth I was to 
think the figure I had ſeen was any thing more 
than mortal, yet could conceive no natural means 
by which it ſhould elude my fight, in ſuch an 
inſtant, for at moſt I could not have been, du- 
ring the whole purſuit, more than fifty yards be- 
hind. —I deſcended flowly, ftill throwing my 
eyes from fide to fide, though now without 
hope of recovering what I had loft, when as 1 
was deeply muſing on this adventure, I was 
ſtruck on a ſudden with ſomewhat that looked 
like ſmoke, coming out of the ſide of the hill 
I had juſt come over. —On which I drew near- 
er, and found it was ſo indeed, {GUT ON 
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hole whence it proceeded, there was an opening 
cut out of the earth, which ſeemed as if a paſſage 
to ſome ſubterranean cavern.— You will allow 
I had good courage to attempt exploring the 
ſecrets of ſuch a place, yet did I venture to go 
in, though it was ſo low at the entrance, that I 
was obliged to ſtoop almoſt double. — As I ad- 
vanced a few paces, I found it, however, ſome- 
what more lofty, and I proceeded for I believe 
three times the length of myſelf, till I came 
into a pretty wide place, but would have been 
entirely dark, only for a lamp which burned at 


one corner of it, and which plainly diſcovered to 


me the form I had purſued, fitting juſt oppoſite 
to me, and a woman holding a baſon to her, in 
which ſhe was waſhing her hands. — The light 
was ſo diſpoled, that ſhe could not avoid ſeein 
me, and ſtarting up came forward in a good d 

of confuſion.— Indeed I was in little leſs, but 
ſtammered out as handſome an apology as I 


could for my intrufion ; by the time I had done 


ſpeaking, ſhe had recovered herſelf enough to 


reply, þ (faid ſhe, in the moſt obliging ac- 


cents) / neither deſire nor could expect any gueſts in 
a place ſuch as 2 [ a4 myſelf with 
being effeftually hid from all the world, yet as yoe 


are of my cron ſex, and have the appearance of 


ene who will be far from doing me a prejudice, 
ſuch welcome as is in my power ta give, you may 
command. With theſe words ſhe took me by the 
hand, and in the moſt polite manner led me to 
a ſeat, ordering her attendant at the ſame time 
to get more light. 


Hzx commands were no ſooner given than. 
obeyed :— Two large candles were immediately 


Lghted and I had a full profpe& of every thing 
E 4 2 
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thing befide : — She was not what one may call 


about me, but the lady herfelf for a time en- 
roſſed my attention too much to regard any 


a perfect beauty, but yet much more lovely than 
many 1 have ſeen who are ceicbrated for ſuch 
—her age ſeemed not to exceed eighteen, and, 
as I was afterwards informed, had not yet at- 


tained to that; but ſhe was tall, admirably well- 


ſhaped, had a fine complexion, and ſomewhat 
of an uncommen vivacity in her eyes, which 


gave a luftre to her whole frame: — She had 


on a robe de chambre, of white luteſtring, ſhot 
with filver, which doubtleſs it was that had ac- 
quired her the name of the white devil, and alſo 


made thoſe who happened to ſee her in the ſun- 


ſhine ſay, ſhe had the glitter of a ſtar. — I could 


not help. ſmiling at the thoughts of what had 


been told me; which ſhe taking notice of, I 
frankly related to her the rumours her appearance 


had occaſioned, the fright the country people 
were in, and the whole motives of that curioſity 
ſhe had been ſo gocd to pardon. — She laughed 
exceſſively at it, but aſſured me that tho' ſhe 
ought to be ſorry for having been the cauſe of fo 
much terror and confulion, yet it would be im- 
poſſible for her to regret it very much, if good- 


nature would excite me to a continuance of 


thoſe viſits my curioſity had begun; and to engage 
eu to this act of compaſſion, puriued the, I muſt 


_entreat you to believe no diſhonourable action, nor 


even the view of any, has made me ſeek a ſheiter 


* 


in this cave. replied, that they muſt have a 
very ſmall ſhare of penetration, who needed the 


teſtimony of her words, for what her appear- 


ance alone was a ſufficient proof. 


AFTER ſome few civilities of this ſort, I 
| would 
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would have taken my leave, but ſhe deſired, as 
it was the hour for tea, I would give her th: 
pleaſure of my company.— I mult confeſs I 
was a little ſtartled at the name of tea; for I 
could not imagine by what magic art any ſuch 
thing could be prepared in the place we were; 
for j will now acquaint you with the furniture 
of it. — There was neither grate,: chair, nor ta- 
ble; hoops of ozier twiſted together, fome- 
what like the wicker of which baſkets are made, 
laid croſs-ways, one above another, ſupporting a 
long piece of board, from one end of the cave 


to the other, ſerved as a bench, and was what we 


both were ſeated upon, — an old tub, turned 
the bottom upwards, ſupplied the place of a ta- 
ble, and that fire, the ſmoke of which had been 
my director, was contained between two little 
piles of broken bricks.— The candles, which 
were lighted up at my approach, were ſtuck in 
pieces of clay, with holes in them, and made flat 
at the bottom. A great cupboard, that ſeemed 
of the fame age with Noab's ark, with two bun- 
dles rolled up, and diſpoſed in different angles, 
which, as I afterwards underſtood, were the beds 
on which the family repoſed, compleated all 
the moveables of the apartment. — Yet, not- 
withſtanding this wretched appearance, we had 
our tea ſerved very elegantly.— The maid 
brought a decanter, with water clear as the chry- 
{tal that encloſed it, and having ſet it on the fire, 
laid a clean damaſk napkin over the tub-table, 
and placed a tea-pot, two cups and ſaucers, with 
a ſlop-baſon of as fine china as I ever faw. — 
This done, ſhe fetched from the antique cup- 
board a tea-cheſt, richly inlaid with mother of 
pearl and amber, out of which ſhe took a ſilver 
canniſter, and gold ſpoons.— We had alſo ex- 
| E 5 ceeding 
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ceeding good cake; but the plate in which it 
was preſented, was not at all of a piece with the 
reſt of the equipage; it was of coarſe earthen 
ware, and had the misfortune to have loſt more 
than one half the brim. | 


So many contradictions joined to make an 
oddity which I could not imagine a poſſibility 
of accounting. for. — The young lady _ ſaw 
into my thoughts, and as ſoon as our repaſt was 
ended, told me ſhe would not deprive me any 
longer of the light of the ſun, but attend me if 
I would give ber leave, into the upper- world: 
I own the propoſal was very agreeable to me, 
and we walked together til] we came to agrove, 
formed by the hand of nature, and more beau- 
tuful than art could have made it; there we fat 
down, and after uſhering in what ſhe was about 
to ſay, with ſome compliments on the motives 
which this firſt interview had given her, of a 
perfect confidence in my ſincerity, unfolded the 
whole myſtery of her retirement, and all that 
bad fo much ſurprized me in beholding. 


SHE told me ſhe was the daughter of , 
by whom ſhe was promiſed in her infancy to the 
*, but that as ſhe grew up, ſhe —. ſs be 
prevailed upon to entertain any ſentiments, but 
thoſe of an unplacable averſion for her intended 
bridegroom. — That the had endeavoured, by 
prayers and tears, not only to her father, but 
alſo by declaring her hatred to himſelf, to con- 
vince both, of t''e miſeries ſuch an union muſt 
produce; but a. without the leaſt effect. — 
*** found an advantage to his family by the 
match, and was obſtinate in his reſolution; nor 
would the * * * recede from his pretenſions, 
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either becauſe he really loved her, or that his 
pride would not ſuffer him to be diſappointed 
in a thing every body ſuppoſed him certain of 
poſſeſſing.— As ſhe was now looked upon of 
ſufficient years, the wedding-day was appointed, 
and ſhe ſaw the preparations making for it, with 
a horror which determined her to run all hazards, 
rather than it ſhould be compleated. — Finding 
no way to avoid it, but to quit her father's houſe, 
ſhe wo Fac on doing fo; but to whom to have 
recourſe ſhe knew not, not daring to go to any 
of her friends or kindred, as the was certain 
ſearch would be made for her in every houſe 
which could be ſuſpected to give her ſhelter. — 
In this diſtreſs ſhe communicated all to her 
woman, who told her ſhe had a kinſman in 
Hertfordſhire, who had indeed but an ordinary 
habitaion, yet ſuch a one as might conceal her 
till the ſearch ſhould be entirely over, and ſhe 
might then repair to ſuch of her relations who- 
had the moſt influence over her father, in order 
to bring about a reconciliation. Never, {aid ſbe, 


had I known ſo much tranſport, as this propoſal 


gave me, —We ſet immediately about pack- 
ing up a little bundle of linnen, and ſome few 
neceſſaries, which I thought the mean place I 
was going to, would not be able to ſupply me 
with ; and the next morning, by day-break, got 
out of the houſe, without being ſeen by any of 
the family, and came down in the Hertford 
ſtage. — Her kinſman, ſhe told me, lived within 
two ſmall miles of that town, which we _ 

> 


' walked ; but how greatly was I diſappoint 


when, being arrived, we were told that his goods 
had long ago been ſeized for rent ; that he had 
been turned out of his houſe, with all his family; 
and that, nobody caring to receive them on ac 
6 count 
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count of their poverty, he had been obliged to 
dig himſelf a cave, where he ſoon after died of 
grief, but that his wife ſtill lived in che ſame 
place : they then directed us, continued ſhe, to the 
cave where you found me, which I thought it 


better to content myſelf with, than to go to any 


inn, where I might have been ſeen by ſome one 
who had known me; and my ſervant had no 
acquaintance, beſides this poor widow, in all 
theſe parts. She added, that it was a fortnight 
ſince ſhe came, and did not dare to quit it as yet. 

AFTER thanking her for the confidence ſhe 
repoled in me, i aſked her ſeveral queſtions 
concerning her manner of life, and what ſhe did 
for proviſions ? Lo which ſhe replied, that the 


widow went every day to Ware, and brought her 


in wherewith to ſupport nature, which was all 
ſhe deſired, or could expect while in her ſtate of 
_ Exile, | | WS: 


SEE gave me this detail with ſo much chear- 
fulneſs, and interſperſed it with ſo many plea- 
ſantries, that it was eaſy to ſee her misfortunes 
had not conſumed her ſpirits ; it growing towards 
ſun-ſet, when ſhe had Giniſhed, | 

leave, but not without a promiſe of 
meeting her, the next morning, in the fame 


grove. 


You may imagine, dear Arabella, with how 
much triumph of mind I came home, on account 
of the diſcovery I had made of the ſuppoſed 
ſpirit. - I found my poor Abigail at the edge of 
the wood, with two or three of my uncle's ſer- 
vants, who had been ſent in quett of me, after 
{he had mifled me at the place I had ordered her 

fats to 


was obliged to 
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to come to. They doubted not but the ſpirit had 
run away with me; but my uncle and aunt were 
in pain, leſt ſome other ill accident had befallen 
me. — My appearance, however, made all thin 

caly, and I related the whole ſtory, in the ſame 
manner I have done to you, only concealed the 
names and quality of the perſons concerned, 
from all but my uncle and aunt, whoſe diſcretion 
I too well knew to make a doubt of, or that they 
would not do as I earneſtly wiſhed in my heart, 
which was to invite this diſtreſſed young lady to 


their houſe, I hd no ſooner finiſhed my nar- 


ration, than they cried out both together, Ny, 
niece, did you not bring her from that wretched 
place? — told them, it was a liberty I would 
not preſume to take, but ſince they had given me 
authority, I would det her know, the favour they 
intended her, the next day, 


To conclude ; I obeyed their commands, and 
the dictates of my own inclination. —She is now 
with us, —I am quite charmed with my new 
friend; —ſhe ſeems no leſs ſo with me; and if 
ſhe thinks I have done her any ſervice, in remov- 
ing her from fo incommodious a ſituation, I know 
myſelf well repaid in her polite and agreeable 
converſation. — My aunt is equally pleated with 
her, and my uncle takes ſo much part in her 
diſtreſs, that (though he is ſtill very lame) he re- 
ſolves to go to London, ſome day this week, and 
try how tar her father's humanity can be wrought 
on to break off the intended marriage; for on 
no other terms does ſhe deſire a reconciliation, 
but will ſooner forego all the hopes to which her 
birth entitles her, and get her bread by ſervice, 


than ever yield to become the wife of the * V. 


2 — . — =P #3 ” * 
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As ſoon as I know the ſucceſs of this negotia- 
tion, I will not fail to communicate it to you 
in the mean time I flatter myſelf you will take 
this as a ſufficient excuſe for my long ſilence, 
and withdraw no part of that friendſhip, with 
which you have hitherto favoured 


Your 


CARICLEA, 


EPISTLE XXI. 


From the ſame to ARABELLA, with a farther 
account of The lady of the cave. 


H E concern you expreſs for our young 
A -T &, guelt, and impatience for the ſequel of 
„ber adventures, is ſo great a proof of 

your good nature, that it would be 
unpardonable in me not to give you all the ſatis- 
faction in my power; but that is as yet ſo little, 
that I ſhould ſcarce have wrote, but to ſhew my 
readineſs in obeying your commands, —I think, 
for my part, every thing belonging to this lad 
muſt be myſterious, and that whoever intereſt 
themſelves in her affairs, muſt alſo take a fancy 
to deal in ambiguities :— But, that I may not 
feem to do fo too, I will relate in a few words 
all we know here of the matter, 


Mx uncle ſet out on his expedition laſt Mon- 
day was ſeven-night.— His firſt letter gave an 


account of his fate arrival, but no more; nor 
4 indeed 
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indeed could any more be expected from that.— 
The ſecond, which was about five days after, 
related that he had ſeen M ® ®, that he had 
been extremely well received by him, and did 
not doubt but every thing would be accom- 
modated agreeable to The lady of the cave ; (for 
ſo he always calls her.) — Since this, we heard 
nothing from him, till laſt night, when a lar 
portmantua, with a great many rich ſuits of 
cloaths, and other wearing-apparel, which ſhe 
had no opportunity of bringing away with her, 
came down by the ſtage-coach, and with it a 
third letter to my aunt, wherein my uncle defires 
her to prepare the moſt elegant entertainment 
the country can furniſh out, againſt next Friday, 
on which day he propoſes being at home, and 
ſays, he ſhall bring with him a ſtranger of con 
dition, and for whom he has a particular eſteem, 
— He then tells her, ſhe may acquaint the young 
lady, that ſhe muſt prepare to receive him as the 
perſon who has now the ſole power over her; 
that her father has inveſted him with all his au- 
thority, by way of guardian, and adds, in ve 
humorous terms, that ſhe muſt not flatter herſelf 
with eſcaping from him, in caſe he ſhould happen 
to enjoin any thing ſhe might not ſo well reliſh, 
All this we can make nothing of; but, by 
the air of merriment, which runs through the 
whole, have no room ta doubt but that he is 
very much. pleaſed, and has ſucceeded in his 
negotiation, though we are entirely in the dark, 
by. what means, or on what conditions, 


THE poor young lady is, however, in very 
great agitations ! ſhe trembles leſt this ſtranger, 
who comes down with my uncle, ſhould be her 


father, and that under the pretence <= 
| reconcile 
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reconciled, he ſhould take her WY with him 
and compel her at laſt to marry the . Neither 
my aunt, nor myſelf, omit any thing in our 
power to put other thoughts into her head, but 
all we can ſay is inſufficient to make her ealy.— 
She can no way conceive for what reaſon her 
father ſhould delegate his authority over her 
2 living) to. any other perſon; and this it 

which chiefly makes her fear my uncle has 
bein impoſed upon by a feigned ede 
on his "gm 


Bur I am too well aſſured of my uncle's 
ſenſe and penetration, to harbour the leaſt thought 
of his being capable of ſuffering ſo groſs a decep- 
tion to paſs upon him; nor is it indeed probable, 
that the other would attempt to treat a perſon; 
of his rank and character in the world, in ſuch a 
manner. — We are all, notwithſtanding, in a 
good deal of ſuſpence, and long for Friday with 
as much impatience as ever a young heir wy 
for the arrival of dear een eee 
Wnurn relieved Gro this uneaſy feuation; 
you may depend on being informed of the reſult, 
as * as the pag can m. it from, 


lors | 1. Yours 292 
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Err 
From the ſame to ARABELLA, with the ſequel of 
the adventure contained in the two former. 


LES HE riddle is at laſt explained. —My 
IT% uncle is returned, and has brought 
5 with him — I will not tell you who, 
6 * till I have prepared you to give him 
that welcome in your imagination, which he 
certainly deſerves. — Beſides, it would be letti 

you into the plot too ſoon, and deſtroying that 
ſurprize, which ſo much heightens the beauty of 
any great cataſtrophe. — Gradually then to. be- 
gin; — My uncle no ſooner got to London, than 
he went to MA, whom he found in a good 
deal of perplexity, not only an account of the 
little hope he had of recovering his daughter, 
but alſo on that of ſome conſequences her elope- 
ment had occaſioned, which he did not as yet 
think fit to mention. —My uncle told him, he 
had caſually heard of a young lady, who was 
ſaid to be concealed at the houſe of one of his 
intimate friends, and having good reatons for 
ſuſpecting it was his daughter, he had taken the 
liberty to wait on him, in order to aſſure him 
that, in caſe the perſon he meant was really her, 
he need be under no apprehenſions that ſne had 
flown from his authority, on any motive which 
could bring diſhonour on his family; and then 
proceeded to excuſe this act of diſobedience in 
her, by remonſtrating how impoſſible it was for 
any conſiderations to overcome an averſion, 
grounded. on a natural antipathy, and the in 
2 effects 
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effects which forced marriages, for the moſt 
part, produce. 


Mu heard him with a great deal of pa- 
tience, and then told him, that he had not ſo 
ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on his daughter's obedience 
in this point, on the ſcore of any advantage he 
propoſed by the marriage, but meerly to com- 
ply with the promiſe he had given to *** ; ; fo 
in truth, ſaid he, I have mans? 7 fome things of late 
concerning him, which had I known before, 1 never 
ſpould — approved of the alliance. — Lo theſe he 
added many other expreſſions, which made my 
uncle fee that a reconciliation between them 
would not be difficult to accompliſh ; and having 
brought him entirely into the diſpoſition he 
| wiſhed, at length ventured to inform him, that 
to his certain knowledge, the young lady he had 
mentioned, was no other than bis daughter; 
but at the ſame time told him, that he muſt not 
expect to be made acquainted with the place of 
her retreat, till he had given his word and ho- 
nour to Wege her, _—_ to make no uſe of his 
authority as a parent to force her inclinations, 
To this, the other ſaid he would readily agree, 
provided ſtill her conduct, ſince her quitting his 
houſe, had given him no freſh ſubj of com- 
plaint againſt her. | 


Mr uncle thought there needed no more from 

a perſon who he found was nicely tenacious of 
his promiſes, and immediately related the whole 
ſtory of her concealment in the cave, how I had 
found her there, and afterwards, at his deſire, 
brought her home with me. — The good old 
1 it ſeems, liſtened to this recital with 
tears of joy, and as ſoon 6 _ 

rac 
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braced my uncle, ſaid he never could ſufficiently 
acknowledge the obligations he had to him, 


| called him the protector of his daughter's and his 


family's honour, and ſwore he ſhould always 
regard him with much more than a brotherly 
affection. 


SUCH extraordinary demonſtrations of grati- 
tude, for an action, which, in reality, was no 
more than common humanity would have oblig- 
ed any man to, very much embarraſſed my 
uncle; he was not ſorry, however, to find the 
impreſſion it made on him, becauſe it could not 
but facilitate the good work he had ſo happily 
begun, — Indeed there now required no more 
ſolicitations ; — the father threw off all reſerve, 
and frankly owned, that as things had happened, 
he was ſo far from being troubled his daughter 
had been guilty of ſwerving from that duty, ſhe 
had in every other article obſerved towards him, 
that he rather looked on what the had done, as 
inſpired by Divine Providence. — For à girl of her 
years, ſaid he, to run all hazards, expoſe herſelf to 
all dangers, rather than become the wife of a man, 


whoſe exterior form has nothing to create ja ſtrong an 


averſion, ſeems to me to have ſomething ſupernatural 


mit; and I muſt think it was by the direction of 


ber guardian angel, tha! fhe took this only method to 


never could have been happy with, even had her lous 
been as extreme as her haired is at preſent. | 


ALL this a little aſtoniſhed my uncle; but 
the other ſoon put an end to the ſuſpence he was 
in, by telling him on what occaſion his ſenti- 


ments were changed, ſo much ta the reverſe of 


what they had been, 
2 Ie 


evoid a man, whim I am now well convinced ſbe 
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I ſeems, ſome little time before it was pub- 
licly known that J{* **#* had reſolved to dif. 
— of his daughter to the ***, a young gen- 
tleman of family, equal in fortune to him, and 
much his ſuperior in- aceompliſhments and per- 
ſonal graces, came to demand permiſſion to 
make his addreſſes to that young beauty; but 
the father was obliged to reject his offers, on 
account of his promiſe being already given; on 
which the other deſiſted.— The father, how- 
ever, after her elopement, was not without 
ſome apprehenſions, ſhe had privately encou- 
raged the paſſion of this new lover, and might 
poſſibly return it in a manner, no way to the 
advantage of her character ; till the rivals hap- 
pening to meet, in public company, and this 
lady being the topic of converſation, the 28 
ſpoke of her in terms highly injurious, which 
the other, who truly loved, though without 
hopes, reſented,” by ſending him a challenge the 
next morni ; but the * fefuſed to accept it; 
ſaying he knew better things than to fight on 
the (core of fo worthleſs a girl, who, he doubt: 
ed not, but was by this time a common proſti- 
rate. This affair made a great noiſe in town; 
and it was not without the interpoſition of all the 
friends on both ſides, that it was made up, by 
the **#* conſenting to aſk pardon, and declaring 
he knew no ill of the y oung lady, but had ſpoke 
prematurely. — The gaithful lover; however, 
was ſo _— at this fur on the reputation of a 
woman he ſincerely believed innocent, that he 
came to her father, and offered to do his utmoſt 
in aſſiſting the ſearch he was then making after 
her; ſtill declaring, that if ſhe could be found, 
and would- accept: his hand, he would aſk no 
other fortune with her, than the happineſs. of 


co 
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poſſeſſing her. — This generoſity ſo much charm- 
ed the old gentleman, that he wiſhed to recover 
her, not only from principles of tender affection, 
but chiefly that he may give her hand to a perſon 
ſo extremely deſerving.— This it was that had 
| made him now expreſs himſelf in the terms he 
did, on hearing the account my uncle gave of her. 


Ix fine, the lover was ſent for the next day, 
to be made partaker of the joyful news; and, 
after ſame conſultation, it was thought beſt he 
| ſhould come down with my uncle, and. make 
his addrefles in perſon to the young lady; that 
| her father was not to appear in the affair; but 
| that if ſhe conſented, the marriage ſhould be ſo- 
lemnized here. — My uncle is to act as her guar- 


dian, and have the management of every thing. 


This ſeemed, in all their opinions, the moſt et- 
fectual way of ſilencing the tongue of cenſure, 
on her departing from home in that clandeſtine 
manner ; ſince. it muſt appear ſhe went away 
for no other reaſon, than to fly from the cruelty 
of a parent who forced her to receive the addreſſes 
of a man ſhe could not love. 


Now, dear Arabella, you have the whole of 
this myſterious matter, but you would have pi- 
ticd the poor creature, if you had ſeen the agi- 
tation ſhe was in, on hearing my uncle's coach 
Was coming up the lane that leads to the houſe. 
— She ran to the window, end avouring to diſ- 
cover, while at a diftance, who was with him; 
but a tall row of thick · ſet elms, with their inter- 
mingling branches, deprived her of the power; 
and not till they alighted, and were juſt entering, 
could ſhe perſuade herſelf it was any other than 
her father. — It is poſüble, however, that on 

| | ſight 
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fight of this ſtranger, who is an extreme hand. 
fome well-made man, ſhe might gueſs part of 
the truth; for, as ſhe has ſince confeſſed to me, 
he had given her ſome reaſons to imagine he 
loved her, tho' he had never any opportunity of 
declaring his paſſion to herſelf. 


My uncle made no mention of any thing had 
paſſed, and matters of meer indifference filled up 
the converſation all ſupper-time, till the hour 
arriving for repoſe, he ſaw his gueſt into a cham- 
ber prepared for him, and then returned to give 
us an account you may believe we were impa- 
tient enough to hear. The young lady could 
not be told the conditions of her pardon de- 
pended on her accepting this gentleman for a 
huſband, without bluſhing exceflively ; the 

s he had given, however, of his line and 
generoſity, had all the weight they ought to have 
with her ; and I do not doubt but that a very few 
days courtſhip will entirely ſubdue all the ſcruples 
her exceſs of modeſty raiſes, in oppoſition to 
the wiſhes of ſo ardent and faithful a lover, 


WHEN the wedding is over, we ſhall all go 
to town together ; the bride and bridegroom are 
to wait on the old gentleman in form, and aſk 
pardon tor Pug married without his privity ; 
after which, the feaſting, ball, and every thing 
proper for celebrating the nuptials of people of 
their diſtinction, ſhall be elegantly furniſhed 
out; and you will have the dire of ſeeing 
the lady of the cave ſhine out with all the ad- 
vantages of 2 and grandeur: It will alſo, 1 
flatter myſelf, add to your ſatisfaction, that this 
happy cataſtrophe is greatly 1 5 my cou- 

rage, in purſuing and diſcovering te dtui 
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Broxbon wood; if it would have ſo good an 
Fe on you, as to rid you of the fears you are 
in of ghoſts and apparitions, I ſhall have a double 
cauſe of rejoicing, being ; 

Dear Arabella, ſincerely yours, 
CARICLEA. 


EPISTLE XXIII. 


Frim LucinDa, to the Lord , giving him 


an account of the reaſon of her brother's retire- 
ment from the world. 


My Lord, 

e is high time you ſhould be unde- 
© 17 F ceived concerning the motives of my 
ſl 25 brother's retirement from the world; 
Wes and however improper it may be to 
rectify the miſtakes of others in this point, your 
lordſhip is too fincere and experienced a friend to 
our family to be kept in the dark; nor would I 
have concealed the cruel fecret one moment 
from you, if I had not waited the opportunity 
which now preſents itſelf of conveying that to 
you by a ſafe and private hand, which I did not 
care to entruſt by the poſt, | 


pov not but your lordſhip has heard, 
ſince it is the common report, that grief for the 
elopement of a beloved wife, was the ſole cauſe, 
and that meerly becauſe he is deprived of the 
ſight of her, he is determined to fee no body, — 
I mutt own there is a great appearance of reaſon 
in this conjecture, as he was ſeized. _— 
ately 
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ately after her departure with that deſpair, which 


has robbed us of him, and himſelf of all the en. 


joyments of life; — but, my lord, had ſhe left a 
hufband to whom ſhe had ſuch immenſe obliga- 
tions, on any pique, or want of affection to him, 


1 think he would have had too much ſpirit to 


have reſented it in the manner he has done.— 
So monſtrous an ingratitude muſt have turned 
all the ſofter paſſions into a vindictive rage, and 
we ſhould have ſeen him act the part of a pro- 
voked, and juſtly incenſed huſband, not that of a 
whining lover. — But, alas! the caſe is quite 
otherwiſe, and that unhappy woman is an object, 


not of blame, but the extremeſt pity. 


You know, my lord, that he married her 
without any other fortune than her beauty and 
good qualities; ſhe had, indeed, enough of 
both to juſtify his choice; yet he feared thoſe 
would not be excuſe ſufficient to a parent, who 


he knew had the proſpect of allying him to one 


of the moſt opulent families in the kingdom, 
and therefore took all imaginable care to keep 
What he had done a ſecret. — But in ſpite of all 
his caution, ſome rumours reaching my father's 
ear, at a time when he was lick of that diſtem- 
per which proved his death, he put the queſtion 
to him in ſuch preſſing terms, that he fell on 


his knees, confeſſed the truth, entreated his for- 


iveneſs, and obtained it, on condition the per- 
ton for whom he had committed this raſh act of 
diſobedience, was tolerably well deſcended, and 
had a good reputation, on which my brother 


heſitated not to name her, confident there could 


be no objection to either of theſe articles. 


I was preſent at this declaration, and a 
or 
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for my brother while he was making it: My 
father, however, received it with leſs emotions 
than could have been expected, till being told 


| the name of the lady who was now his daugh- 


ter, he haſtily demanded, of what county, what 
ze, and where he became acquaint2d with her? 


all which queſtions being anſwered, he turned to 


the other fide of the bed, and cried out, with a 
vehemence which expreſſed the utmoſt agitation, 


0) Grd! ch God! what have I lived to hear | — 


] was terribly alarmed to ſee this ſudden change 


in him, my brother much more fo, and imagin- 
ing, as he afterwards told me, that ſomebody 


had traduced his wife, was beginning to utter 


| ſomething in vindication of her character, when 


my father ſtopt him, by ſaying, 1 have nothing to 
accuſe her f; = but lea ve me, 1 would be alone. 


Arx theſe words we both went out of the cham- 
ber, and fent in the perſon who attended him, 
and who had been ordered to withdraw on m 


brother's entrance. —After this, my brother ſe- 
veral times was about to ſay ſomething on the 


ſame ſubject, but my father {till cut him ſhort, 
and at laſt forbid him to mention it any more. — 
Juſt before his death he called us both to him, 
gave us his bleſſing in the moſt affectionate terms, 
wiſhing my brother happy in his marriage, but 


ſpoxke it with a ſigh, and ſhook his head, in to- 


ken that he much feared what he deſired, 


AFTER the melancholly ſolemnity of his fu- 
neral was over, my brother has frequently 
talked with me concerning his behaviour in this 
point, but none of us were able to fathom the 
meaning; —too ſoon, alas ! it is now unhappily 
explained, O, would the fatal ſecret had re- 
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mained for ever in darkneſs, two worthy perſons 
had not been involved in the irremedible contu- 
ſion they now are. 


Bur not to keep your lordſhip in ſuſpence, 
my lifter was ſent for laſt week to her mother, 
who the meſſenger brought word was then dy- 


ing. — She went, but returned not the whole 


night; my brother went next day to take leave 
of the old lady, but found her dead. — On aſking 
for his wife, they told him ſhe left the howe 
early in the morning; this could not but ſurprize 
him, as ſhe was not come home ; but thinking 
ſhe might poſkibly be entruſted with ſome com- 
mands from her mother, which required imme- 
diate execution, he was not much diſturbed, 
til] I was obliged to make him fo, by ſhewing 
him a letter I received from her ſome hours after; 
a copy of which I encloſe to your lordſhip, as it 
will unravel this myſterious ſubject. I am, 


Your lordſhip's | 
Moſt humble and obedient ſervant, 


LUuCiNDA, 


EPISTEL 
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x | Endlofed in the foregoing. ] 

le Frim Mox1tMIa to LucInDA, acquainting her 
e with the ſad manner of her motber's death, and 
8 the neceſſity ſhe was under of never ſecing ber 
e buſband more. 

Ze 

ng Madam, 

n- 5 


MUST not call vou ſiſter, tho? alas ! 
I have too much cauſe to call you 
doubly ſo. — But in whatever relation 
I may be now ſuppoſed to ſtand, I 
know you have a foul too gentle and too gene- 
rous to refuſe your pity to the mileries to which 
I am reduced, or your pardon for the involun- 
tary crime I have been guilty of; — for oh, I 
have a dreadful ſecret to impart, a confeſſion of 
faults not my own, an acculation againſt a dead, 

2 too indulgent, yet moſt cruel mother; which, 

when you know, you will wonder that I live to 
tell it; and would to heaven the fad diſcovery 
had at once deprived me of the power. Doomed 
to bear all the pangs of fin and ſhame, yet 
innocent, unblameable in mind; to linger out 
a life of horrors, baniſhed os ever from all 
my paradiſe on earth, and perhaps by my deſ- 


pair, rendered incapable of attaining one here- 
after. 


JA, 


O Lucinda, I found my unhappy mother in 

agonies far worſe than death ordinarily inflicts, 

As 85 as I approached, ſhe waved her hand 
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for all about her to leave the room, and then 


looking on me with eyes all wild, — Wretched 


daughter of a moſt wretched mother, cried ſbe, 
dear does thy birth, thy fatal life, and my more 
fatal fondneis of thee coſt me. — But ſwear, ad. 
ded ſbe, ſwear, while I yet have breath to ſpeak, 
and ears to hear, never to ſee thy huſband more, 
—to fly him as a ſerpent, —never to hold the 
leaſt communication more, nor even to think of 
him as thou haſt been accuſtomed. — You will 
eaſily believe the confuſion I was in, would not 


ſufter me to make any immediate reply to this 


cruel, and, as it appeared to me, unjuſt injunc- 
tion; — till ſhe retumed her diſcourſe in theſe 


terms: — He is, Monimia, he is, faid ſbe, your 


brother. — In my days of youth and vanity, my 
buſband then abroad, his father ſeduced me to 
his bed, and you are the offspring of that unlaw- 
ful flame.—Yet when I ſaw the inceſtuous paſ- 
ſion kindled between you and the fon of your 
own father, I was ſo far from attempting to ſup- 
preſs it, that, tempted by the proſpect of your 

reatneſs, and opulence in the world, I encou- 
raged it in both, and, as you know, hurried you 
into a private marriage.— Curſed, curſed ambi- 
tion ! zwent ſhe on, to what dreadful lengths will 
it not tranſport the mind ! — What followed was 
all diſtraction and deſpair; — her breaſt ſeemed 
tortured with unutterable pains, — her mind with 
yet more unutterable anguiſh ; — her incoherent 
words, —her ſtarts, — her tremblings, told me 
more plainly than words could have done, that 
no beam of hope darted on her departing ſoul, 
but all was horror there. — Thus, thus ſhe died: 
judge, madam, what I, unhappy I, mult ſuffer. 
—[ can no more. — Communicate this to the 


dear man who was once my husband; I could 


not 
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not write to him myſelf, — When he knows the 
fatal affinity between us, he will not, he dare 
rot, condemn what, notthe commands of a dy- 
ing parent, but all the principles of religion 
and morality, and even thoſe of nature itſelf, 
enforce me to obey. - go for ever from him, 
and from the world. —I hope he will not ſeek 
after the place of my retreat ; but if he does, I 
have taken effectual care to prevent its being diſ- 


| covered. —T know his virtue will receive a moſt 


ievous ſhock on the opening this dreadful ſe- 
cret, and believe alſo, that the loſs of a compa- 
nion he has ſo much loved, will be no lefs fo. — 
he it your care, I beſcech you, to alleviate both; 
| but I need not urge that to you, who are ſo good 
a chriſtian, and a ſiſter.— Adieu, pray for the 


{ Moſt foilouu of women, 


MONIMIA. 


EPISTLE W. 


From a very young lady, in one of the Canary 
iflands, ta her ſiſter in England, whom ſhe had 
never ſeen; containing a preſſmg invitation ta 
her to come over, and deſcriving the beauties of 
the place, in order to prevail on her. 


UST we for ever, my dear ſiſter, con- 
M verſe only at this unhappy diſtance ? 
Are we born of the ſame parents, 
to be eternal aliens to each other? — 1 
have been told wonders of your wit, ingenuity, 
and good-nature.— Muſt ſtrangers, or at leaſt 
very diſtant kindred, reap all the benefit of thoſe 
amiable qualities, while thoſe who are neareſt, 
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and ought, methinks, to be deareſt, mourn the 
want of it. — T hey ſay there is a ſecret ſympa- 
thy between perſons of the ſame blood, and Iam 


ſure II feel it ſo; how is it then with you? Have 


you never any of thoie longings to ice the daugh. 
ter of your father and your mother, which ſo 
powerfully aggitate me in my daily muſings and 
my nightly dreams? — If not affection, pity 


ſhould make you wiſh to be with a ſiſter, who 


ſtands ſo much in need of your aſſiſtance.— You 
know, my father's many avocations on buſineſs 
ſuffer him to be ſeldom with his family; — death 


has deprived me of my mother, and devotion of 
my ſiſter ; but ſhe forſakes me only to join her- 


felf to her creator; you have no ſuch plea; 
And as you are fix years older than myſelt, and 
of a much ſuperior underſtanding, it is in ſome 
degree your duty to be near me, to correct the 
errors of my unexperienced youth, and form my 
mind by the model of your own. — Believe me, 
— to your inſtructions, 

and love the precepts for the teacher's ſake, -- 
What can withold you from coming to a place 
where your preſence is ſo ardently deſired : - 
What can you find fo pleaſing in a kingdom 
rent with internal ie Where father 
a zainſt ſon, and brother againſt brother, main- 
tain unnatural conteſt ! — A knigdom, where 
pride, injuſtice, luxury, and prophaneneis, 
are nad univerſal |! — A kingdom, ſinking by 
ſwift degrees into miſery and contempt, yet in- 
f:tuated fo far as to doat on the cauſe of their 
undcing ! —At leaſt this is the account we have 
of it. Can this be agreeable to a perſon of your 
nice and diſtinguiſhing taſte ? — O, my deareſt 
ſiſter ! liſten to the dictates of reaſon, of duty, 
and of nature, all join to call you from that 
worſe 
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worſe than Egypt, into the land of Canaan.— 
Here peace and innocence go hand in hand, and 
ali the graces, all the pleaſures wait upon their 
"a, * foreign wars, no home-bred jars, no 
envy, no diſtruſt, diſturb the ſoft ſerenity of thele 
bliſsful ſeats, but all is harmony and love. — 
Eternal Zephyrs watch our morning wakings, 
bringing ten thoufand odours on their wings, 
and rempt us to the groves from- whence the 
ſpring. In troops we. wander through the Ja- 
min lanes, or fit in orange bowers, where fruits, 
tipe, and in bloſſom, charm our ſmell and taſte. 
— Sometimes on mules we take ſhort journics to 
Teneriffe, and on the foot of that ſtupendous 
mount, recline on banks of roſes, umbrella'd 
over with ſpreading myrtles : — Then change 
the ſcene, and view the ſpacious vineyards, where 
huge alcoves of cluſtering grapes hang pendant 
over our heads: — Sometimes we roam through 
a long gallery of ſtately pines, whoſe loaded 
boughs preſent us every kind of fruit in one. — 
But there is no deſcribing half the various ſweets 
wiich nature, with a Javiſh hand, pours on 
theſe iſles, which juſtly have the name of Har- 
tunate ; —nor I flatter myſelf will there be any 
need of farther arguments, to bring you to us. 
- My father has juſt now informed me, that 
captain ** ® carries his poſitive orders for your 
coming, and I may now reſt in an aſſured hope 
of enjoying the happineſs I fo long, and fo ear- 
neſtly have wiſhed ; — yet I am till defirous of 
more, — ] would fain, methinks, imagine if I 
could, that with your obedience to our father, 
ſome little ſhare of love for me may be mingled, 
2nd that you will embark with the more readi- 
nels, by believing that you ſhall embrace one 
4 who 
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Who has ſo tender an affection for you, ard 
thinks it the greateſt bleſſing to ſubſcribe herielf, 


| My dear, dear ſiſter, 
Your moſt humble and obedient ſervant, 


MARIA THERESA. 


EPISTLE XXVVI. 


URANIA 7% EUPHROSINE, vn the appearance of 
a new far in the Firmament. 


My dear EUPHROSINE, 
Eg SHALL certainly turn aſtronomer 


in good earneſt, and renounce all the 
dear pleaſures of this terreſtial globe, 
in ſearch of others in the orbs above. 
— This you will believe when I ſhall tell you, 
I have been wholly taken up for ſeveral nights 
paſt, with admiring a moſt beautiful appearance 
in the heavens, and never ſo much as thought 
of cards, Vaux-hall, or the drawing- rom. 
This new object of my paſſion, has the form cf 
a ſtar, but is much larger, riſes above an hour 
before any of them, and obſcures all their luſtre ; 
— even Fon herſelf looks like an antiquated 
toaſt in preſence of this new beauty. — Some tell 
me it is a comet, but that ſeems ridiculous, for I 
never heard of a comet without a tail, and this 
has none, nor any thing of that fiery aſpect I 
remember to have obſerved in the phznomena 
of — 45.—Others cry, it is a ſtar juſt come, pick 
and ſpan, from the hand of the Creator, and 
though it now ſhines with fo much — 
| * 
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will diminiſh and become faint in time, ſo as 
not to be diſtinguiſhed from its companions ; but 
this ſuppoſition I alſo laugh at; for I never can 
think that thoſe celeſtial bodies are capable of 
fading and growing tarniſhed like a brocade ſilk. 
—A third opinion (for you muſt know I have 
been ſtrangly inquiſitive) puzzles me yet more: 
A gentleman of my acquaintance, who has 
ſtudied theſe things pretty much, aſſures me, that 
though it ſeems globular to the naked eye, it is- 
not ſo in reality; and that by the help of a tel- 
leſcope it will be ſeen ſemicircular, and to have 
little points · or darts, which ſhoot forth rays very 
different frem thoſe of an ordinary ſtar. — He 
adds alfo, that it made its firſt appearance in 
Itah, ſome time in the Year 1720, and was 
greatly taken notice of, by all the aſtronomers in 
tnoſe parts: He affirms to have ſeen it there him- 
ſelf, and is poſitive, that this, which appears here, 
is the very ſame; — for my part I cannot tell 
what to think of it. — If it be as he ſays, I would 
fain know, as it is not a native of our hemi-- 
ſphere, on what embaſſy it was ſent, or whether” 
it comes only on a friendly viſit, juſt to add a- 
new illumination to our circle, and then direct 
its courſe to ſome other. —If Mira were in. 
town, I fancy ſhe could fatisfy,my curioſity int 
this point : She ſeems to know the circumference” 
and nature of theſe ſtarry. regions as well as if 
ſhe had already made the ciruit of them, and I 
would write to her concerning this ſame ſtar, or 
whatever it is, but am not enough ſkilled in 
longitude and latitude to know whether it is- 
viſible or not where ſhe is, and I know too well 
the value ſhe ſets-on-time to intrude on any part* 
of it with impertinent enquiries. | 
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Dax Eupbraſine, if you can give me any 
new accounts, or confirm me in the belief of 
either of thoſe I have already heard, it will be 
acknowledged as a particular favour to her, who 
is, with the moſt perfect amity, 


Yours, 


URANIA. 
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From EUPHROSINE to URANIA, in anſwer to 
the forgoing. 


My dear URANIA, 


PAM; AM cxtremely pleaſed to hear, you 
find more felicity in contemplating the 
works of your Creator, than thoſe of 
your milliner, or mantua- maker: if 
this new ſtar has no other errand than to take 
off your attention from the ſuperſiuous vanities of 
this ſublunary world, it is certainly a very bene 
volent aſpect to our ſex, as your genius, if pro- 
perly exerted, is furniſhed with materials, to 
diſtinguiſh you in a moſt peculiar manner. — En- 
courage, therefore, in yourſelf this happy propenſi- 
ty; and, having lifted your eyes above the tinſel 
grandeur of a birth- day, and the fallacious allure- 
ments of the ſenſes, you will alſo. aſpire to yet 
ſublimer heights, and from the wonders of the 
creation, foar to the Almighty Author of theſe 
wonders, till you can be content with nothing 
leſs than infinity itſelf. 


As 
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5 As to any other portent this appearance may 

; have, I can give you little ſatisfaction: the 

6 accounts I have received, being not only unin- 

MF telligible, but alſo contradictory to each other; 
the moſt knowing affect to make a myſtery of 
their conjectures, and leave the reſt of mankind 

to judge according to their own wiſhes or imagi- _ 


nations ;—all I can ſay is, that in caſe it proves 
an omen of any extraordinary event, if good, it 
ought to increaſe our love and adoration of the 
Divine Beſtower, and if evil, acknowledge our 
tranſgreſſions, and arm ourſelves with true chriſſian 
fortitude, piety, and reſignation. 


0 
My father is at preſent a little indiſpoſed, as 
ſoon as it ſhall pleaſe heaven to reſtore his health, 
I will wait on you; in the mean time I ſincerely 
wiſh yours, and a continuance of your preſent 
0 laudable curioſity. Adieu, dear Urania, 
y | Yours, 
if EUPHROSINE., 
e : 
f | — SS CTY BA e 
5 EPISTLE XXVIIL 
Pn BRERENICE f AsTREA, giving her the 
— | melancholly account of her fifter's death, and the 
t Bl effect which it had on herſelf. 
t Madam, | 
4 sf as I was ſetting out for Wor- 
8 Þ ce/terſhire, in order to follow my ſiſter, 


who you know has been ſome time 
there, I received a letter from my aunt, 
; acquainting me, that ſhe was taken ill laſt Friday 
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and died two days aſter.— Ves, that lately ſo- 
much-admired, that ſplendid beauty, is now re- 
duced to a cold lump of clay ; — for-ever cloſed 
are thoſe once ſparkling eyes; — huſhed is that 
voice that gave ſo much delight; — thoſe limbs, 
Which art was ranſacked to adorn, have now na 

other covering than a ſimple ſhroud, and in a 
few days will be confined within the narrow 


compaſs of a tomb. — Ah ! what is life — What 


all the gaudy pride of youth, of pomp, of 


randeur ! —W hat the vain adoration of a flatter- 


ing world! — Deluſive pleaſures, — fleeting ſha- | 


dows, how unworthy are you of the attention of 
a reaſonable being! —You know the gay man- 
ner in which we have always lived, and will, no 
doubt, be ſurp1ized to find expreſſions of this 
kind fall from my pen; — but, my dear A/trea, 
hitherto my life has been a dream; but I am 
now, thank heaven, awake :—my ſiſter's fate 
has roufed me from my lethargy of mind, made 
me ſee the ends for which I was created, and 
 xefleCt that there is no time to be loſt for their 
accompliſhment. —W ho can aſſure me, that in 
an hour, a moment, I may not be as the is! — 
And if fo, oh] how unfit, how unprepared for 
an audit at the tribunal of heaven !—In what a 
ftrange ſtupidity have T paſſed fourteen or fifteen 
years ! (for thoſe of my childhood are not to ba 
reckoned. )—1 always knew that death was the 
portion of mortality, yet never took the leaſt 
care to arm againſt the terrors of it. —When- 


ever I went a little > ma” I provided myſelf 


with all things neceſſary, yet have I got nothing; 


ready for that Jong, laſt voyage, I muſt one day 


take into another world : What an infatuation 
to be anxious for the minuteſt requiſites of eaſe 
and pleature, in a dwelling where I * to. 
| | lay 
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ſtay a few weeks or months, perhaps, yet wholly 
regardleſs of what was wanting to form my 
felicity in an eternal ſituation. Reaſon, juſt 
kindled, ſhudders at the recollection of that end- 
leſs train of follies I have been guilty of: — well 
mizht the poor Berinthia feel all their force 
vain, gay, unthinking as myſelf, I tremble at 
the bare imagination of thoſe ideas which her laſt 
moments muſt inſpire, for I now faithfully. be- 


# lieve with Mr. Waller, that, 


Leavi ng the old, bath worlds at once they vietu, 
IV ho ftand upon the threſhald of the new, 


WHETHER it was the ſuddenneſs of her fate, 
or a letter ſhe wrote to me not two hours before 
her death, I know. not, that has thus tranſported 
me from one extreme to the other ; but of this I 
am certain, it is the voice of heaven, ſaying to my 
ſoul, Awake thou that ſleepeſt ! and I can never 
enough acknowledge the goodneſs of that Divine 
Power, without whoſe interpoſition it could not 
have been brought about. 


I sHALL make no apology for this epiſtle, 
divided between grief and joy, becauſe I am ve 
ſenſible that whatever concern you may feel for 
my ſiſter, it will be greatly alleviated, by mo 


Il am become at laſt a reaſonable creature. 


encloſe you the letter ſhe ſent, that you may 
judge with what Kind of ſentiments ſhe left this 
world, — Heaven has, I hope, accepted her con- 
trition, and will enable me, as you find ſhe 
deſires, to be more early in mine. I am, 
Hons Madam, 
Your moſt afflicted humble ſervant, 
| BERENICE. 
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BerINTHIA to BERENICE, wrote two hours 
8 y_- her death, to adviſe her not to defer making 
e 


neceſſary preparations for futurity. 


My dear fifler, 


> EFORE this can poſſible reach you, 
the unchanging fat will paſs, and [ 
ſhall be either happy or miſerable for 
cover. None about me pretend to 
flatter me with the hopes of ſeeing another 
morning. — Short ſpace to accompliſh the mighty 
work of eternal ſalvation ! —Yet cannot I leave 
the world, without admoniſhing, — without con- 
Juring you to be more early in preparing for that 
dreadful hour, you are ſure not to eſcape, and 
know not how ſhortly it may arrive: — we have 
had the ſame fort of education, — have lived in 
the ſame manner, and though accounted very 
like, have reſembled each ot'zer more in our 
follies than our faces. — Oh! what a waſte of 
time have we not both been guilty of ? —To 
dreſs well has been our only ſtudy, — parade, 
equipage, and admiration, our ambition; plea- 
fure our avocation ; and the mode our god. — 
How often, alas ! have I prophaned, in idle 
chat, that Sacred Name, by whoſe merits alone I 
have hopes to be forgiven ? How often have I 
ſat and heard his miracles and ſufferings ridiculed 
by the falſe wits of the age, without feeling un- 
ealy emotions at the blaſphemy ! — Nay, _ 
| Olten. 
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often have I myſelf, becauſe I heard others do 
fo, called in queſtion that futurity I now go to 
prove, and am already convinced of ? —One 
moment, methinks, I ſee the blifsful ſeats of 
paradiſe unveiled ; — I hear ten thouſand miriads 
of miriads of celeſtial exiſtencies tuning their 
golden harps to ſongs of praiſe, to the — 
able Name. — The next, a ſcene all black and 
gloomy, ſpreads itſelf before me, whence iflue 
nought but ſobs, and groans, and horrid fhricks, — 
My fluctuating imagination varies the proſpect, 
and involves me in a fad uncertainty of my eter- 
nal doom : —on one hand beckoning angels ſmile 
upon me, While on the other the furies ſtand 
prepared to ſeize my fleeting ſoul. —I dare not 
hope; nor will the reverend doctor G * * ſuffer 
me abſolutely to deſpair ;—he comforts me with 
promiſes in holy writ, which, to my ſhame, I was. 
unacquainted with before, but now I feel them 
23 balm to my tormented conſcience, —Dear.. 
dear Berenice, l muſt bid you eternally adieu! I 
have diſcharged my duty in giving you this 
warning; O! may my death, which you will 
ſhortly hear of, give it that weight I wiſh and 
pray for: —You are the laſt object of my earthly 
cares: — I have now done with all below, —ſhall 
retire into myſelf, and devote the few moments, 
allowed me, to that penitence which alone can 
recommend me to a glorious immortality. I die, 


Your ſincere friend, 
And affectionate lifter, 


BERINTHIA. 
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EPISTLE XXX. 


From C110, to a perſon of a. very baſe and cruel 
diſpoſition, who having been thrown down in a 
crawd, and trampled upon, had his leg brake, 
which, turning to a mortification, was cut off, and 
the amputation, together with other hurts he re- 

. cetved, judged by the ſurgeons to be mortal. 


Mr. * *, | 
0 U have proved yourſelf ſo altogether 
* 9 a ſtranger to the ſofter emotions of 
| humanity, that having pitied none, you 
might reaſonably expect to be by all 
unpitied; and, perhaps, will ſcarce believe me 
when I ſay, I am ſorry for the unhappy accident 
has betallen you; yet nothing can be more cer- 
tain than that I am truly ſo; — not for your 
worthleſs life, which has been of little conſe- 
quence, unleſs for the work of miſchief; nor 
for the family you may leave behind ; if they 
follow not the ill example you have given, that 
power who feeds the ravens, doubtleſs will take 
care of them; but my concern is for that im- 
mortal part of you, which no offences committed 
in this world can make me wiſh ſhould be miſe- 

rable in the next. 


Ir is not therefore to triumph in your misfor- 
tune, — it is not to exult in the juſtice of divine 
providence, that I employ my pen, but to ad- 
moniſh, to conjure you to devote whatever time 
may be yet permitted you, to an impartial exami- 
nation of your heart, and a juſt reflection oy 
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little thoſe baſe and inhuman habits you have ſo 
much indulged and gloried in, will qualify you 
for the ſociety of beings, who exerciſe them- 
ſeves only in acts of piety and mercy. —I will 
not call it a ſavage, but a ſiend · lite diſpoſition, to 
be pleaſed with, and add to the calamities of 
others; — that yours has been ſuch, you cannat 
pretend to deny, and I hope before you launch 
into eternity, you will be perfectly convinced it 
requires proper reſtitution, and a more than or- 
dinary penitence to atone for the evils you have 
occalioned, 


THERE 1s ſomething ſo remarkable in your 
fate, that it ſeems to me as if inflicted on you 
by the mercy of heaven, in order to awake your 
too long ſleeping conſcience, — View but the 
cauſe of your preſent affliction, conſider that pro- 
vidence puniſhed you by thoſe very inſtruments, 
with which you intended to oppreſs others; 
remember with what a barbarous aſſiduity you 


hired a mercenary rabble to inſult the diſtreſſes 


of perſons every way infinitely your ſuperiors, 


and whoſe actions, however criminal they might 
be deemed, fell not within your province to 
puniſh ; and at the ſame time if you reflect how 
very poſſible it is, that the mob, by whom you 
are reduced to this condition, might be partly 


_ Compoſed of thoſe wretches employed by your 
| infernal zeal, for the purpoſe I have mentioned, 


you cannot ſurely fail of being touched with that 
remorſe and true contrition, which alone can 
give you any claim to compaſſion here, or pardon 
from above; — that you may merit the one, and 


tain the other, is the ſincere wiſh of her, who 


is the enemy of your vices, not of your perſon. 
| CLio, 
End of the SECOND Boak, 


0. 


EPISTLE XXXI. 


From MIRA to EUuPHROSINE, with the relation 


F an accident which had given her ſome pain. 


y dear EurnRosINE, 


GR HERE is no ſuch thing as a con- 
tinued ſeries of tranquility below; 
how happy ſoever our ſtation may 
be, and how calm and ſerene ſo- 
ever we are by conſtitution and 
temperament, ſome accident or other to our- 
ſelves, or to thoſe for whom we have a regard, 
will intervene, when we leaſt think on it, to di- 
ſturb our peace. I have lately met with one of 
a moſt uncommon nature, which has given a 
ſenſible interruption to the pleafures I ſhould 
otherwiſe enjoy in this retirement from the noiſe 
and hurry of the world. | 


My laſt informed you, that as I could not 


have the bappineſs of your company this ſummer, 
| "2 | I made- 
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made it my way to call at the houſe of a rela- 
rion, and took his daughter with me: — L had p 
never ſeen her fince an infant, ſhe being bred in ; 
France, and but lately returned ; but I found her 
a very pretty young creature, well accompliſhed, 
and endued with a more than ordinary ſhare of 
wit and vivacity. — My lord, you know, did 
not leave London till a fortnight after me, and 
ſhe was all that time, as well as during our 
journey, a companion perfectly agreeable. —She 
has a ſweet voice, ſome {kill in muſic, ſhe often 
ſung to me, and told me a thouſand diverting 
ftories of occurrences ſhe had either met with, 
or heard of abroad, nor was ſhe leſs capabie of 
bearing a part in the moſt ſerious converſation, 
My lord, on his arrival, was no leſs pleaſed with 
her than myſelf, till all on a ſudden her gaiety 
gave place to reſerve, and that reſerve to the 
moſt gloomy melancholly, and ſuch an abſence 
of mind, as made her at ſome times ſeem deli- 
rious, — I was extremely troubled at this change, 
and ſpared no pains to ſift out the occaſion, whe- 
ther of mind or body, but all my endeavours 
were ineffectual for this purpoſe, or even to give 
her any conſolation ; on the contrary, ſhe ra- 
ther induftriouſly avoided my tender cares. — At 
laſt, ſhe took it in her head to leave me, and go 
to an uncle, who has a ſeat about thirty miles 
| diſtant from mine, and in the moſt wild, un- 
Ply part of the whole country : — Nothing 
I could ſay was able to engage her ſtay, and ſhe 
went in ſomewhat, I thought, of an abrupt 
manner. — She had been gone, however, but 
two days, when ſhe diſpatched a man and horſe 
with a letter to me, which I here encloſe, to 
ſave myſelf the pains of relating a ſtory not very 
agreeable in the repetition ;— You will _ _ 
_ 


My 


>V + 


To 
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fully the motive which occaſioned ſo ſtrange an 
alter ation in her behaviour, —I ſhall only ſubjoin, 
that according to her requeſt, I ſent an imme- 
diate anſwer, which, though I am a little dif- 
concerted, is wrote in ſuch terms, as I believe 
will give her no reaſon to repent of having 
made me her conhdante. 


vou will excuſe the ſhortneſs of this, 
concern for that unhappy girl having rendered 
me, at preſent, almoſt incapable of thinking on 
any thing elſe.— I need not defire you to kee 
this fooliſh affair a ſecret, for if I were leſs ac- 
uainted with your diſcretion, and good- nature, 
ſhould not have communicated ic to you, 
Adieu, my dear Eupbraſine, my next, I hope, 
will be more worth the poſtage. 
1 Yours, 


EPISTLE XXXII. 
[Enclojed in the foregoing. ] 
Frem IsMENA to MIRA, giving her the reaſons, 


why uo entreaties had prevailed an her to continue 
langer in her houſe. 55 


EASE, O incomparable Mira! ceaſe 
to wonder, that my once gay and 
lively. temper became on a ſudd en 
converted into penſiveneſs, and by de- 

grees into the moſt gloomy melancholly.— Ceaſe 

to repent my quitting your houſe for one which, 
as you juſtly ſaid in preſſing me to ſtay, has not 
the thouſandth part of the pleaſures —_ ary 

| 0 
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afford. — Alas ! I never knew before, that I was 
capable of diſguiſing my thoughts, but now 
find I am the greateit diſſembler in the world, 
or I could not thus long have hid the fatal truth 
from the penetrating eyes of her who was chiefly 
concerned in it. Yes, madam, I have deccived 
you, — have abuſed your generous unſuſpecting 
friendſhip, that friendſhip which is yet dearer to 
me than any other earthly good ;—yet was it 
not a voluntary crime, but forced on me by the 
ſevereſt malice of my fate, and to which you 
yourſelf are partly acceſſary.— Oh! why did 
you, with ſuch reſiſtleſs kindneſs, perſuade me 
to come with you to that enchanting receſs, 
where every thing conſpires to ſoften the ſoul, 
and make it fit for the molt tender impreſſions? — 
Why expoſe my young and too unguarded heart 
to a ſenſibility of charms, whoſe power you had 
ſo much experienced in your own? — Could I 


| refit, where Mira had been overcome?—You 


may reflect how fond I was of a ſong of Mr. 
Addiſon's, in the opera of Roſamond, which will 
partly reveal the unhappy ſecret to you: It was 
this: 


Think on the ſoft, the tender fires 
Which in your own warm boſom riſe, 
Then with languiſhing eyes 

That great, that charming man you ſee, 
Think of yourſelf, and pity me. 


Bur this was an excuſe, which ſerved me 
only in the infancy of my paſſion, when all my 
mths were bounded in the limits of admiration, 
and I thought it no offence to virtue, to indulge 
an affection, which then ſeemed innocent, for 
the huſband of my friend, and MY ; 
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And now you have the whole of my misfortune, 


— but hate me not for it ;— quite new to love, 
I knew not what it meant, nor the nature of 


that encroaching flame; —I imagined that ] 


paid my lord no more than his due, on the ac- 
count of thoſe extraordinary merits, which all 
who know him allow he is poſſeſſed of; and that 
the warmth of friendſhip, with which I regarded 
him, was, becauſe he was your hufband ; —but 
oh! when I found, as too ſoon I did, that I be- 

to love you leſs, and even to envy you, 
then, and not till then, my crime appeared in 
its true colours: — Alarmed, and ſhocked, I 
ſet ſeriouſly about examining my own heart, 
and to what aim the ideas that poſſeſſed it, 
tended. Reaſon had not ſo far abandoned me, 
as not to ſhew it, ſuch as, if indulged, would 
render me a horror even to myſelf : — The 
ſtruggles I afterwards endured between virtue,, 
and an irrefiſtible inclination, threw me into 
that ſadneſs, you with ſo much goodneſs endea- 
voured to alleviate. —I merited indeed your pity, 
though unworthy of your care, —never was a 
heart torn with more violent convulſions ; —in 
vain I thought to aſſuage the fever in my mind 
with the pure ſtreams of religion : — What anti- 
dote could work eftect, while every day my eyes 
and ears drank in new poiſon ;—at length I re- 
ſolved to go, but what excuſe to make for doing 
ſo, I knew not; —you were too well acquainted 
with the affairs of our family, for any pretence 
of buſineſs to be received, and my father had 


; promiſed I ſhould ſtay with you the whole ſum- 


mer: — Heaven knows how long I might have 
continued in this dreadful uncertainty, if an ac- 
cident had not at once determined me. 


I was 


AS 
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I was one day lying on a bank, in that de- 


| lightful grot, by the {ide of a river, which ſup- 


plies your tountains, in a kind of ſtupid reſvery, 
when my lord happening to paſs that way, and 
ſeeing the poſture I was in, accoſted me with 
that gallantry and politeneſs, which is ſo natural 


to him ;—1 ſaw him not till he was cloſe to me, 


and took one of my hands in order to raife me : 
But, good God | I bluſh even at the reflection 
of the condition I was then in; —my heart flut- 
tered in my breaſt like a bird juſt caught; —every- 


| limb trembled, and I was for ſome moments de- 


prived of the power of ſpeaking one word, in an- 


wer to the obliging things he ſaid to me on the 
| ſcore of that melancholly he had obſerved in 


me; nor yet do I well know what it was at laſt 
[ uttered, but am very ſure my words were all 


disjointed, wild, and incoherent as my thoughts; 


—ſuch an exceſs of pleaſure and of pain cer- 
tainly was never felt at once; — I endeavoured 
to recover myſelf, but my efforts were fruitleſs ; 
I was wholly incapable of behaving as I ought, 
or of even knowing how I did behave, when 
luckily for me, the two little ladies, with their 
governeſs, came up to us, one of them running 
to her too charming father, took his attentiort 
from me, and I entertained the other with ſome 
idle ſtuff, till we returned home. | 


As ſoon as I had leiſure to meditate on this 
adventure, I was {truck with the moſt poignant 
ſhame at the ridiculous part I had acted in it. 
The moſt favourable conſtruction my lord could 
Put upon it, I thought, was to imagine I was 
run mad, or was turned ideot, but neither of 
theſe was half fo terrible to me as the apprehen- 
ſions that he ſaw into the true cauſe, and yr 

— 
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the guilty ſecret of my heart was betrayed to him 
by the confuſion of my behaviour. — This it was 
which gave my modeſty ſo cruel an alarm, that 
the very next day I told you, madam, that [ 
would go to my uncle's, that I had heard of ſome 
particularities in his family which I was curious 
to ſee, and I very well remember returned in 2 
very awkard manner the obliging ſurprize you 
were pleaſed to teſtify at my indulging anythoughts 
of leaving you. — With what enchanting ſweet- 
neſs did you attempt to detain me: ] felt all 
the force of your goodneſs, and your eloquence, 
but durſt not permit myſelf to be ſwayed by it.— 
I am now in a place, where, except my uncle 
himſelf, the rooks that kaw in his woods, are the 
only intelligible creatures; — but I am juſtly 
baniſhed from Eden, and the converſation of an- 
gels: The penance ] ſuffer is little in compariſon 
to what my folly merits, and however diſagree- 
able*the recipe is, that I have preſcribed mylelf, 
am not without ſome hopes it will work a cure 
of my diſeaſe, —I feel my agitations already di- 
minith, ſince I have began to make you this con- 
feſſion: —I could not reſt without doing it, and 
tho' ſome people may think you are the laſt per- 
ſon in the world that ought to have known it, 
yet I ſhould die with grief and ſhame were it to 
be revealed to any other: — The confidence I have 
in you indeed is great, but no more than I am 
certain you deſerve, —I have ſeen, in a thouſand 
inſtances, that ſuperiority of foul which Jula 
aſcribes to Marcia. | 


The virtuous Mira tow'rs above her ſex ! 
True, ſhe is fair, O meſt divinely fair ! 
But then the lovely dame improves her charms 


Win 
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IVith unaffeted wiſdom, flowing goodneſs, 


a --; 


And ſanctily of manners. 

t | | | 

[ I flatter myſelf that time, abſence, and a due 
e recollection, will baniſh this frenzy entirely from 
N my thoughts, and then I may boaſt ſome fort of 
, title to your forgiveneſs ; till when, I mutt not 
a even wiſh to appear before you : —If you would 
8 favour me with a line, to i{trengthen me in the 
E pious reſolution I have taken to center my whole 
I love and wiſhes in the divine ſcource of all per- 
, fection, it would be the higheſt act of charity 
A and compaſſion to, madam, 

e Your unfortune kinſwoman 

And moſt obliged humble ſervant, 

1- F Is MEN A. 
n 

3 | | 
FD 
re 
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if Trim SOPHRONIA fo her daughter of twelve years 
* old, then under the care of her grandmather, in 
it the country, 

m My dear child, 

m eo H T know you want no pre- 
nd cepts under my mother's care, to in- 
ba 


l ſtrut you in all moral and religious 
duties, yet there are ſome things ſhe 
may poſkbly forget to remind you of, which are 
bighly neceſſary for the forming your mind, fo 
as to make a conſiderable and diſtinguiſhed figure 
in the world :—I am certain you will be in- 
ih ſtructed in muſic, ſinging, and dancing, by the 

Vol. I G beit 
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beſt maſters the country affords; and need not 
doubt, but you will very often be told, that good 
houſewitry is a moit commendable quality. —] 
would have you indeed. neglect none of theſe 
branches of education; but, my dear, I ſhould 
be grieved to hear you were ſo much attached to 
them, as not to be able to devote two hours, at 
leaſt, every day to reading. — My father left a 
Collection of very excellent books in all langua- 
ges behind him, which are yet in being, and as 

ou are tollerably acquainted with the Trench 
and Italian, I would not have you be a ſtranger 
to their beſt authors. Poetry, if it be good, (as 
in that library you will find none other) vay. 
much elevates the Ideas, and harmonizes the 
ſoul, and well wrote nadels are an amuſement, in 
which ſometimes you may indu'ge yourlelf ; but 
ki/!;ry is what I would chiefly recommend; — 
without ſome knowledge of this, you will be 
accounted at beſt but an agrecable. trifler : —I 
would have you gay, lively, and entertaining; 
but then I would have you able to improve, 2 
well as divert, the company you may happen to 
fall into. . e a 


Bor, my dear child, I muſt warn you to 
beware with what diſpoſition you fit down to 
read books of this nature; for if you lightly ſkim 
them over, and merely to gratify (your” curioſity 
with the amazing events delivered in them, the 
reſearch will afford you little advantage: You 
muſt, therefore, conſider what you read; mark 
well the chain of everits which bring on any 
great cataſtrophe, and this will ſhew you that 
nothing happens by chance, but that all is en- 
tirely governed by the direction of an over-ruling 
power: — In diſtinguiſhing the true cauſes of Of 
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riſe and fall of empires, and thoſe ſtrange revolu- 
tions that have happened in molt kingdoms of 
the world; you will admire divine juſtice, and 
be ſar from accuſing providence of partiality, 
when you find, as frequently you will, the good 
dethroned, all rights both human and divine 
ſacreligiouſly trampled upon, a mock authority 
eſtabl:ihed in the place of a real one, and law- 
leis uſurpation proſper z becauſe at the ſame time 
you will ſee that this does not happen till a peo- 
ple, grown bold. in iniquity, and ripe for deſtruc- 
tion, have drawn down upon themſelves the 
ſevereſt vengeance of offended heaven, which is 
tyranny and oppreſſion; and though innocent in- 
dividuals may ſuffer in the general calamity; yet 
it is for the good of the whole, in order to bring 
them to a juſt ſenſe of their trauigreſſions, “ and 
turn them from their evil ways: — This the hif- 
tarical part of the bible makes manie!t in num- 
berleſs inſtances; and this, the calamities which 
at diſterent times have befallen every kingdom 
and commonwealth, evidently confu mn. 

Lau the more particular in giving you theſe 
cautions, becauſe, without oblerving them, you 
may be liable to imbibe-prejudicss which will 
pervert your judgment. As you regard therefore 
my commands, which will always be for your 
improvement, never be remils in this point, that 
you may form to yourſelf a proper moral from 
What you read. 


NexrT to hiſtory, I ſhould be glad to ſee you 
heve ſome knowledge in natural philoſophy : — 
You have already read ſeveral little treatiſes in 
that agreeable ſcience, and you may be furniſhed 
with more and better where you are; - the ſame 
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perſon that brings you thoſe neceſlaries you deſired 
me to ſend, will alſo deliver to you glaſles of 
various kinds, by the help of which' you may 
diſcover plainly the form of many inſects, which 
to the naked eye appear but ſo many moving 
motes :— Believe me, child, the wide creation 
perſents nothing that affords not infinite matter 
for delightful ſpeculations; and the more you 
examine the works of nature, the more you will 
learn to love and adore the Great God of nature, 
the fountain of every perfection. | 


I expect your next will not be filled with en- 
quiries after new faſhions, or with directions to 
your milliner ; nor ſhall I be better ſatisfied with 
an account of your having begun, or finiſhed, 
ſuch or ſuch a piece of fine work : Let this in- 
form you, that it is in other kinds of learning [I 
would have you verſed :—I flatter myſelf with 
ſeeing my commands obeyed, and that no part 
of what I have ſaid will be loft, A little more 
time and knowledge of the world will ſhew you 
the value of it, and prove to you, more tnan 
any indulgence I could treat you with, how very 


much I am | 
| Your affectionate mother, 


SOPHRONIA, 
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EPISTLE XXXIV. 


Fram a lady in Paris, to ansther in London, giv- 
ing her the narrative of a very odd adventure. 
he was witnejs to at the initiatian of a nun. 


My dear MIRANDA, 


AM ſorry to find by yours, that you 
imagine the ſhort time | have been in 
T7 France has made me ceaſe to be an 
owes Engliſh woman, or that any attach- 
ments here can make me forget the more natu- 
ral ones I have to the country which gave me 
birth: —I can do juſtice to the pleaſures of this 
place, without loving them beyond thoſe I have 
found at home, and am not ſo enchanted with 
the magnificence of Verſailles or Fontainbleau, as 
not ſometimes to wiſh myſelf with you, wander- 


ing in the delightful ſhades of dear }/indſor foreſt. 


That curioſity, however, which brought me 


hither, inclines me to ſtay till I have ſeen every 
thing worthy the obſervation of a traveller, and 
ſhould be glad to atone for that abſence yuu ſo 
kindly regret, by faithfully communicating to 


you all the occurrences which my ſituation makes 


me acquainted with, —ſuch of them at leaſt, as 


appear to me to have any claim to your atten- 


I «Now nothing mortifies me more, than that 
it is not in my power to give you any account of 
that noble ſtranger, of whom you are ſo deſirous 
to hear, —] have never yet been able to get the 
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leaſt glympſe of him; he has, it ſeems of late, 
kept himſelf extremely retired, never goes tg 
court, nor to any cther public place. — All his 
amuſements, — his very devotions are cenhned 
within the walls of the caitle, where he at preſent 


reſides, and to which I need not tell you many 


reaſons forbid me to go, in caſe I might be ad- 
mitted. ] proteſt to you I have aſked queſtions 
enough concerning him, to make me paſs for 
either a very deſgning, or a very impertinent wo- 
man; yet all my enquiries amount to juſt nothing, 
I cannot dive into the cauſe of this reſerve, 
but I find. every one affects a great caution in 


ipeaking of him. I expected to hear ſome par- 


ticulars of his vices from the lovers of ſcandal, 


but they pretend not to have diſcovered any in 


him, and I have perceived that the French in 
general, even thoſe among them who are the 
greateſt admirers of virtue, ſpeak but ſparing]y of 
the amyable qualities of a perſon not born among 
them; fo that it will be a kind of miracle if ever 
] get his character at full; — at preſent I can ſay 
no more of him than what you have heard, a 
thouſand times over, from people who perhaps 
know as little of him as myſelf.— Inſtead there- 
tore of the detail I could have wiſhed to give 
you, you mult for this time content yourſelf with 
that of an adventure, which, I believe, you will 
think as odd a oneas any you ever met with in 
romance; but I can aſſure you, from the teſti- 


mony of my own eyes, it is a fact which happen- 


ed but a few days paſt. 


It is the miſcalled policy, and I think erue! 
cuſtom of this: country, that when a perſon of 
condition has a greater number of daughters than 
his fortune will allow him to portion off accord- 

figs! ing 


EY » | 


v At wes ee wH_ 2 


r w<a Dean} 


Erisr. xxxiv. fer LADIES. 127 


ing to their rank, he forces the younger, or the' 
Jeait favourite, into a convent, rather than ſuffer 
the dignity of his family to be demeaned by an 
ionoble-marriafe, — By the laws of the church, 
it is true, no woman can be compelled to take 
the veil; and, after the year of probation, the 
ueſtion is always aſked in the molt folemn man- 
ner by the bifh5p ; but when once a poor young 


creature is carried within tttofe fatal walls, there 
are ſo many inſinuations on the one fide, from 


the 2bbeſs and fiſterhood, and fo many threats on 
the other, from the parents and kindred, that few 
have bad the courage to teſtify their diſlike. 


Ove of theſe intended victims to pride and 
oftentation, I happened to be acquainted with at 
the grate of thE-Atgn/tin monaſtery, behind 


which ſhe frequently appeared with ſome of the 


nuns, to whom Thad been introduced. She was 
extremely pretty, and her age did not exceed 
ſeventeen, but ſhe had an air of dejection in her 
face, which ſhewed how little ſhe was ſatis filed 
with the lot aſſigned her. — She had, it ſeems, 
belides 2 natural averſion to à monaſtic life, the 
moſt tender attachment to this world: — She 
loved a young gentleman, by whom, as the ſequel 


. 


i prove, ſhe was no lefs' ardently beloved. — . 


The ftory of their mutual paſſion was no ſecret. — * 


| heard it from as many as had the Jeaft acquain- 


tance with either of them, and every one com- 


paſſionated the cruel and eternal ſeparation which 
muſt ſhortly be between them: 5 d 


Bur of what ſervice is pity, without the power 
of helping. The parents of the young lady 
were inexorable.— Her year of noviceſhip was 
now expired, and the fatal day appointed to tear 
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her for ever from all her hopes, and every enjoy. 
ment of life and love. 


As I had never ſeen the ceremany of initiation, 
and had been told much of it, I was very deſirous 
of being preſent at this, and no ſooner gave 2 
hint of my inclination, than a gentleman and his 
lady, from whom I have received many fignal 


favours ſince my arrival, offered to accompany 


and place me where no part of the ſolemnity 
ſhould eſcape my ſight. 


ACCORDINGLY we went, and had not long 
attended, before we faw the intended nun appear, 
led between her father and another grave old 
gentleman, who was the next of kin, and followed 
by a vaſt number of both ſexes. —She was havi- 
ted extremely rich; — her head, ſtomacher, and 
the borders of her gown, ſparkled with jewels, 
and ſeemed rather the magnificence of a bride, 
than one who was going to be ſecluded for ever 
from the world ; but my obliging guides informed 


me this was always the cuſtom, but that the 


inſtant of her admiſſion, ſhe would be diſrobed 
of all this ſtate. - 5 


# 


'THE ſplendor in which ſhe appeared, on ſo 


ſad an occaſion, put me in mind of thoſe beauti- 
ful lines Mr, Phillips has put into the mouth of 


Thus the gay victim, with freſh garlands crown'd, 
Pleas'd with the ſacred 572 genliv ning ſound, 
Through gazing crowds, in ſalemm ſtate, proceeds ; 
And, dreſi d in fatal pomp, magnificently bleeds. 


Fox 
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For I muſt own, that without any of theſe. , 


tender emotions ſhe was poſicſied of, I look on a2 


monaſtic life as a total privation of all the pur- 
poſes of our being. Our talents were deſigned 
for action, and are not only relative to our own 
wants, but to the good of ſocial life. Each indi- 
vidual is, in ſome tenſe, related to the community 
in general, as each member is to the body; their 
mutual good offices conſtitute the public welfare. 


Alt is, therefore, a ſpecies of murder to incloſe, 


within the priſon of monaſtic walls, a life which 
mizht have been valuable to ſociety ; for who- 
ever enters into it, is, in a natural ſenſe, as ef- 
fectually buried, as if repoſited in the land where 
all things are forgotten. r 
Bor as by what I had been told of her, 1 
thought I had reaſon to gueſs at the ſituation of 
her heart, I was beyond meaſure ſurprized to find, 
inſtead of that diſtraction, that melancholiy gloom 
] expected in her countenance, a look more lively 
than I had ever ſeen her put on. — Her pace in- 
ceed was even, and compoſed, befitting the 
ſolemnity of the proceſſion, but her eyes darted 
the molt ſpirituous rays, while ſhe continually 


turned her head from fide to fide, as willing no 


one of that numerous aſſembly ſhould be un- 
noticed by her.— The ſhort reflection I had time 
to make on her behaviour, rendered me incapa- 


ble of believing her heart was engaged, at leaſt. 


ſo deeply, as had been repreſented to me; for it 
did not enter into my head, that a perſon of her 
years, and fo extravagantly in love, could have 
either real forticude enough to make the cruel - 
lacrifice ſhe was ahout to do, without the greateſt 
and moſt viſible emotions, or artifice enough to 
diſguiſe the anguiſh of bet ſoul, were it, in any 


5 mealure, 
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meaſure, proportionable to what the world 
* 


As Thad been told the form obſerved i in ad- 
mitting a young nun, I was not a little impatient 
to ſee how ſhe would go thro' this laſt ſcene of 
her part; I doubt not but you are equally fo, 
and Iwill not keep you in fuſpence; — ſhe knock- 
ed at the gate of the convent, with the intrepidity 
ſhe had approached it :—the biſhop appeared, 
and aſked what was her demand? to which, it 
ſeems, ſhe ſhould have anſwered, 7% be admitted 
within theſe ſacred walls, and that Ne will accept 
my vows of everlaſims chaſtity. — But, my dear 
Miranda, ſhe had prepared -a ſpeech of a far 
different nature, and putting one knee to the 
ealth, and at the ſame time taking hold of the 
hand of a well-made agree able young gentleman, 
who had preſſed through the crowd till he got 
cloſe to her, My lord, laid ſhe, I demand this gen- 
tleman for my huſband, to whom ] have long ſiuce 
been enguged by the -moſt folemn promiſes, and frem 
| Wer Auth only ſhall divide At. 


{xn was any evnſdeniathn greater, than 
that which appeared in the faces of all preſent.— 
The biſhop frowned; — the ſather of the young 
lady, and donde others of her kindred, endeavoured 
to force her from her lover; but their hands 
were too cloſely locked to be eaſily unrivetted, and 
ſix or ſeven gentlemen, who *till now had ſeemed 
diſintereſted ſpectators of the ſhew, but were in 
the plot, came that inſtant up, and each laying 
his hand on his fword, ſaid, If perſwaſion was 
ineffectual, they were prepared to do juſtice to 
their friend, who was betrothed to the any they 
would compel to be a hun. 145 q | 

N 
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Ox this, the biſhop took the old gen:leman 
aſide, and, as I have been ſmce informed, remon- 


ſtrated to him, that as no convent either would, 


. or could, according to the orders of the church, 

In | pretend to receive her after this public declaration 

pf of her pre- engagement, the moſt prudent way 

) would be to give his conſent to what would doubt- 

* leſs be conſummated without it, perhaps, in a 

* les honourable way. — The reſt of the kindred 

, were afterwards conſulted, and after a ſhort 

It whiſper among themſelves, they turned to the. 

d young lady, who was now encircled by the friends- 

pr of her lover, and the father ſaid, that thought ſhe- 

ir - WW had taken a ſtep ſo contrary to his intentions, and 

ir WW the duty ſhe owed him, yet he would no longer 

e | oppoſe her inclinations. = On which, the ſame 

e biſhop, who was to have received her vows of 

1, | celibacy, performed the ceremony of her nuptials, 

It do the infinite ſatisfaction of the whole aſſembly, 

— who loudly expreſſed their approbation of the 

2 conduct both had ſhewn, and doubted whether . 
7 | the courage of the bride, or the conſtancy and \ 


ingenuity of the bridegroom, were moſt to be 
commented:— For my part, as little compaſſion 


n | as you think I have for the woes of love, I was 
= | fo much affected with thoſe ſhe had laboured 
· under, that T was infinitely rejoiced to ſee ſo 
0 happy a period put to them. 

" B e ee 5 | 
d Ap now; my dear Mirania, I ſhall conclude 
4 this tedious epiſtleʒ with aſſuring you, that where- 
n ever Jam, I ſhall always be, with the moſt per- 
2 fect amity, n 1 | ; 
13 OI Yours, &c. 
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EPISTLE XXxXV. 
From Mira to a lady who had defired to know her 


opinion concerning the influence which ſome people 


impute to eclipſes. 
Madam, 1282 

H E hittle I am able to ſay on the ſubject 
you propoſe, will rather ſhew my readi- 
e neſs to oblige you, than afford any 
C=O fatisfaction to your curioſity. —I know, 
and it is obvious to the moſt ordinary underſtand- 
ing, that what we call an eclipf of the ſun, is no 
more than when we are deprived of his rays by 
the interpoſition of an opaque body; that glo- 
rious luminary being in itſelf the ſame, at that 
time, as when we behold its greateſt luſtre:.— 
That ſuch dep rivations are frequent in one part of 
the globe or other, and that they are always fore- 
told, even by the common almanaek-makers, 
ſhews that there is nothing ſupernatural in them. 
I ſpeak not of that miraculous phenomena at 
the crucihxion of aur Bleſſed Saviour, which, 
however, Teland, Moolaſton, and ſome other mo- 
derns, have imp iouſly attempted to prove it no 
more than cunmeon, was far different from all 


that had ever before appeared, or perhaps ever 


will 'till che Jaft tremendous day.— The ſun did 


then, indeed, loſe its light, —the darkneſs was 


total, and uuiverſal, and not confined to particu- 
lar regions or parts of the earth — Dennis the 
Areopagite, the greateſt philoſopher and mathema- 
tician oi his time, being then in Egypt, thought 4 

| 44 ſo 
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{> much beyond nature, that he cried out in the 
utmoſt aſtoniſhment, Erther the God of nature 


ſuffers, or the whale fabrick of the world is about 


tz be diſſolved ! 


As to any other eclipſes, it is certain they 
afford no matter of ſurprize; but I can ſee no 


| reaton, becauſe we can account for and foreſee 


thoſe revolutions in the celeſtial bodies, why we 
ſhould deny the effect they may be Grote to 


have over human affairs. —Has the ſun leſs in- 


| fence in calling forth the latent ſeeds to ſprout 


iu ſo many beautiful plants and flowers in the 
ſpring ſeaſon, beeauſe we know he is then juſt 
entring into the firſt point of the equinoctial ſign 
Aries? — Are the ebbings and flowings of the 
ſea leſs regular, ſince we have diſcovered they 
were under the dominion of the moon ; or does 
that friendly planet ſhine more dim upon us, 
for our being acquainted with the means by 
which ſhe receives her light? Many things, 
which in the firſt ages of the world were hid 
from mankind, are now revealed and explained, 
yet ſtill they retain the qualities beſtowed on 
them at the creation, nor can all our knowledge 
of the cauſe deſtroy the ec. 


In the infancy of ſcience, every thing was 
aſtoniſhing, and eclipſes, eſpecially when the de- 
fection was total, made very great and alarming 
impreſſions on the minds of thoſe people, where 
they happened to be moſt conſpicuous. — This. 
put the philoſophers upon enquiring into the na- 
ture of the heavens, more diligently than they 
had done; but their reſearches gave very imper- 
tect ideas, till a/tronomy came in to their relief. 
The adepts in this Kience, by their obſerva- 

| tion 
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tion of the ftars, their ſeveral revolutions, their 
conjunctions, oppolitions, Wc. became able to 
foretell the time, in which any eclipſe would 
happen; — the length of its duration, and in 

what part of the world it would be viſible ; © 
Aſtrology went yet farther, and pretended to pre- 
dict not only what weather, but alſo what events 
theſe defections would produce in thoſe places 
under the, ſign in which they - happened, —T 
know this ſcience is of latter ages much decryed, 
A French author took the pains to write a ve 
large treatiſe to prove the abſurdity and fallacy 
of it; and another learned man of our own na- 
tion tells us, that- nothing can be more ridiculous, 
than to eferibe to the influence of the ſturs, ſuch 
thirps as depend wholly upon the will of man; — but 
I mult beg his pardon when I ſay, that there is 
nothing convincing to me in this argument, be- 
cauſe if the ſtars have any manner of influence 
over the diſpoſitions and propenſities of man, 
that very will, which he lays ſo great a ſtreſs 
upon, is certainly the efteEt of it. +—- There are, 
however, numbers who abſolutely deny 
this ele, and wilt tell you, that by 
aſcribing ſo much power to the creature, we rob 
the Creator of bis due; but though this is the 
beſt excuſe can be given for their obſtinacy, yet 
it ſeems to me to be dictated by a miſtaken zeal. 
—} can ſis nothing of impiety in believing that 
the Almi, My, in forming this vaſt univerſe; or- 
daine@ it ſo that' every patt ſhould have fome 
lind of coHnection with the whole ; and al, en- 
duet with a ſecret force of impelling arid Araw⸗ 
ing each other as ſo many links in a chain, pre- 
ſetve that order and exact ceconomy which is in 
the ſyſtem of nature. This is no more than 


what the learned call feeond cauſes, and * 
$:943 
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it ſo far from derogating from the Divine Archi- 
tect, that it rather enlarges our ideas of his 
power, Wiſdom, and goodneſs. Nature and 
her productions are the works of God, as Mr. 
Pope elegantly expreſiſes it: 


Al nature is but art, unknown to thee ; 

Al chance, direttiom, which thou canſt not ſee ; 
All diſcord, harmony, not underſtood ; 

All partial evil, univerſal good; 

And ſpite of pride, in erring reaſon's ſpite, 


One truth is clear, whatever is, is right, 


IT is not to be wondered at, that in an age 
where it is fo much the faſhion to doubt of every 
thing, and almoſt to' deny every thing, the ſtars 
ſhould be held in very little eſtimation ; but 
thoſe who really allow their influence, who by 
the way are more than have courage to acknow- 
ledge they do ſo, mult certainly conſider. thoſe 
conjunctions, which occaſion eclipſes, as pro- 
ductive of more than ordinary conſequences; 
an for this I have the öpinion of moſt hiſto- 
rians and phyſicians, the former of whom are 
alway particularly careful in making mention of 
them, and remarking on the events which en- 
ſued; and the latter, make no ſcruple to aſſure 
us, that when theſe eclipſes are of any long du- 
ration, the air is very unwholſome: They look 
upon the ſun as the nurſe of nature, his light 
and heat giving a new life to every thing below: 
V, ſay they, the animal ſpirits are obſtructed by am 
cold humour, all the parts of the body fuffer ; and in 
the ſame manner, mankind is affected, when the moans 


Landers the ſun from ſhedding his influence upon us. 


NEVEXTHELESs, when any diſcourſe of e- 
clipſes 


[ 
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clipſes comes upon the carpet, you will hear the 
generality of people cry out, they proceed from a 
natural cauſe, and cannot be attended with any con- 
ſequence: either good or bad. — I muſt confeſs the 
ſtupidity of this inference ſometimes tries my 
patience : Thunders, lightnings, violent ſtorms 
of hail, rain, and wind, and earthquakes, which 
ſometimes tear the very rocks aſunder, all pro- 
ceed from natural cauſes; yet who is preſump- 
tuous enough to deny the miſchicts they fre- 
quently are the occaſion of ? — Does not com- 
mon experience inform us, that even the clouds, 
when ſo thick as to hinder the rays of the ſun 
from enlivening us, cau'e an air which every 
conftitution is not robuſt enough to bear up un- 
der? How much more pernicious then muſt it 
be when a compact body, ſuch as the nioon, 
totally deprives us of thoſe ſalutary rays. 


I am thefore ſufficiently warranted to think 
eclipſes prejudicial to our health; what effect 
they may have over the minds of men, ſo as to 
occaſion wars, treaſons, rebellions, or re volu- 
tions in kingdoms, I will not pretend to deter- 
mine even in my own mind, though I could 
bring many inſtances, both from ſacred and pro- 
phane hiſtory, as well as from the experience of 
later ages, to teſtify they have been the fore- 
runners of ſuch events ; but at the ſame time I 
am of opinion that to predict and repreſent tnem 
as infallible, is going too great a length ; and 
beſides the preſumption of diving into the ſecret 
decrees of heaven, is cruel to mankind in antici- 
pating in idea thoſe cvils which all our know- 
ledge of, would not be able to prevent.— The 
admirable Cowley was certainly of this mind, or 
he would not have ſaid, 1 
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In whatſotver character 
The book of fate is writ, 
"Tis well we underſtand not it 
ie ſhould grow mad with tas much learning there. 
Upon the brink of every ill we did foreſee, | 
 Undecently and fooliſhly, _ 
Ie ſhould ſtand ſhib' ring, and but ſlowly venture 
Toe fatal flood to enter : 
Since wilhng or unwilling we muſt do it, 
They feel lea/? cold and pain who're plung'd at once 
Into it. 
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LET us then chearfully ſubmit in all things to 
the will of that Supreme Being, who knows 
what is beſt for us, —a true underſtanding of our 
duty, is the moſt profitable ſcience, and will 
render us moſt acceptable to God, and to ſo- 
cicty, — Though this is an admonition I am ſen- 
lible you ſtand in as little need of as any one in 
a ſtate of mortality can do, yet I flacter myſelf 
will not be ill received from, madam, 


Your real friend and humble ſervant, 
MIRA. 


P. S. As truth is the object of our enquiries 
on this and every other ſubject, I mult not 
conceal from you the ſentiments of a friend 
who differs from me. After reading my let- 
ter, he ſaid, I think there is great ſuperſtition 
in ſuppoſing that an eclipſe of the ſun is dan- 
gerous to the health, and may probably be a 
prognoſtic of evils. — Pray recollect, that the 
ſun is hid from us all night: This is a total 
and a much longer eclipſe, and therefore muſt 
be productive of more numerous evils to the 
health of mankind, if that hypotheſis were true. 
7 Cs _ Surely. 
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Surely the great leſſon to be learned from na- 
tutal eclipſes, is the regularity and order of the 
heavenly hytem, and the ſeveral degrees of 
fu periony they move in, tho” they ſeem fixed 
as in one aZure held, — This teaches us humi- 
lity and adoration. —T hus we differ ; but you 
may N for em 
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From Z1MEXA to BELLIZA, giving hey an ac- 
count how much ſhe had been embarraſſed with 
the amour 8 a young lady of _ . 


| Dear madam, ict 

O O longer honour me with any _ 
b opinion of my underſtanding or con- 

FJ duct ;—1I have forfeited all the cha- 


fooliſh- compaſſion has hurried me into an action 
ſo inconſiderate, and indeed fo inconſiſtent with 
my former ones, that I cannot help looking on 
it, as enforced. by, ſomething ſupernatural : — 
Sure at that time my g guardian angel ſlept, and 
ſome envious dzmon watched the luckleſs hour 
to blaſt my fame, and turn my boaſted caution 
into contempt. 


You may remember I went out of town ſome 
time before you left London, without taking leave 
of you, or any body; ſtayed about three weeks, 
and at my return made an excuſe, which, tho 
frivolous enough, you and other of. my friends 
had the goodneſs to accept. Flirimel went with 


me, but the world little 8 8 8 on what ac- 
| count, 


DAN nfter” 1 ever had of either. 1 
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count, nor would ſcarce ever have been in- 
ſormed, had not her own imprudence and wick- 
edneſs proclaimed her infamy. — I need not tell 

u had a great affection for her; there wWas 
ſome what I thought artleſs and innocent in her 
manner, which very much attached me to her. 
— Heavens ! how muſt I bluſh at the remem- 
brance of that warmth, with which I have de- 
tended her character whenever I heard it called 
in queſtion ; yet ought I to take much leſs ſhame 
to myſelf for what I have ſaid, that what I have 
dine on her account, as you will perceive, when 
made acquainted with the whole ſhocking ad- 
venture. 


I was one morning, at my toylet, when this 
unhappy creature came in: — Grief and confu- 
ſion in her looks, — diſtraction in her words, — 
She threw herſelf into an eaſy chair, and told 
me ſhe had a ſecret to communicate, on which 


| I made a ſign to my woman, who being with- 


orawn, O Eimene, if ever you had any friend/hip. 
fr me, cried this wretched girl, now is the time 
10 prove it. — Without your alſiſtance I am undone, 
— ruined for guer. — Will you have pity on me, 
continued ſhe, in the moſt terrible exigence that 
cer was 2 —I was ſtrangely ſurprized, as you 
may believe, not being able to gueſs what kind 
of misfortunes, a young maid of quality, like her, 
could labour under, but replied that ſhe might 
depend on every thing in my power. — She then 
told me without farther prelude, that ſhe had 
been in love with a domeſtic in the family, from 
the time ſhe knew what the word love implied; 
that ſhe had ſacrificed her honour to her paſ- 
hon, was with child, and the time of her preg- | 
nancy near expired. Shocked as I was' at this 
aſcent CON=s 
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conſeſſion, the | tears which accompanied it 
worked ſtrongly on my heart. —T he agony 1 
ſaw her in, prevented my reproaches, and I was 
able to utter no more than to aſk what ſhe ima- 
gined I could do for her. Al, all, cried ſhe 
eagerly, that is requiſite to preſerve my reputation, 
my peace of mind, nay and my hfe too, added ſhe; 
for if you grant not the requeſt ] have to make, | 

am determined to put an end to my being this very day, 


I was ſo terrified at theſe words, and the re- 
ſolute manner in which ſhe ſpoke them, that I 
aſſured her I would refuſe nothing ſhe could 
deſire. On which ſhe informed me, that ſhe 
had provided a place, and all things neceſlary 
for her lying-in, but had no pretence for leaving 
her father's houſe, much leſs for continuing out 
of it the time her condition would require; 
therefore conjured me, by my humanity and 
friendſhip, to aſk my lord's permiſſion to let her 
go with me as to viſt ſome relation in the coun- 
try, which requeſt, ſhe added, he would infal- 
libly grant, as he had the higheſt opinion of my 
virtue and diſcretion. —I could not think of em- 


barking thus far in ſo ſhameful an affair without 


a good deal of reluctance; but what ſhall I ſay? 
] ſaw ſhe muſt be expoſed, or what is much 
worſe, fall a victim to the moſt horrid deſpair; 
J had promiſed ; and all together prevailed upon 
me. — No time was to be loſt, I went directly 
to entreat his lordſhip in the manner ſhe had 
defired, he readily aſſented, and the very next 
day I went with her to a little lodging ſhe had 
hired in an obſcure part of the town, pretending 
to my family that I was going out of town on an 
extraordinary occaſion, and ſhould have no need 
ol taking any attendants with me. wa 
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We had paſſed but three days in this wretched 
habitation, before Fhrimel brought a daughter 
into the world, but the drugs ſhe had taken firſt 
in order to cauſe an abortion, and the extraordi- 
nary methods uſed afterwards, for concealing 
her condition, had deſtroyed the infant, as the 
people about us ſaid, ſome time before its birth, 


THe only ſatisfaction I had during the time 
I was thus ut up, was the aſſurances ſhe was 
continually giving me of a perfect contrition for 
the ſault ſhe had been guilty of ; which indeed 
had ſo much the ſhew of fincerity, that I re- 
gretted not what I had done for her. In little 
more than three weeks ſhe found herſelf well 
enough to appear again in the world, — we quit- 
ted our concealment, I accompanied her home, 
thanked her father for the favour he had done in 
allowing me her company, and no perſon I be- 


lieve had even the moſt diſtant ſuſpicion of what 


had happened; ſhe had managed artfully enough 
I own, for not even the perſons where we had 
been, nor thoſe who aſſiſted at her delivery, had 


the leaſt knowledge of her name or quality, / 


BuT now, dear madam, comes the moſt 


monſtrous part of the narrative: — could ſhe have 
ſuppreſſed her vicious flame, as ſhe had promiſed 


and ſworn to do, the guilty ſecret might never 


have been divulged ; but alas! ſhe was grown 
bold in fin, and wholly regardleſs: of all that is 
dear to honour, Belinda came yeſterday to viſit 
me, told me ſhe had been at my Lord * *'s, 
that all things there were in the utmoſt confu- 
fon, Florimel had been ſurprized in bed with one 
of the footmen, at a mean houſe where they 
paſſed for perſons privately married; * her 

ather 
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father himſelf was brought. to be a. witneſs of 
her ſhame, and on examining into the affair was 
told, that ſhe had lain in there, mentioned the 
time, and deſcribed the friend that was with her. 
— When the malicious flirt came to this circum- 
Nance, I could nat have eee ſaid ſhe, with 

a ſneer, that a lady of Zimene's prudence auculd 
66s been aiding ts a concealment of this Nature, — 
I know not what reply I made, for I was in too 
much diſtraction to remember either what I ſaid 
or did; in ſhort the thing is known among all 
our acquaintance, every one puts their own con- 
ſtruction on the part I have acted in it, and 
there are ſo few inclinable to think the beſt, that 
I deſpair eſcaping the ſevereſt cenſures.— Ny 
Lord **, I am certain, will never forgive the 
impoſition 1 put upon him, and poſſibly ma) 
- aggravate my fault in order to make that of his 
daughter ſcem leſs. — All the conſolation I have 
is a conſciouſneſs of having meant well, and the 
hope of being not entirely loſt tothe good opinion 
of a lady, the continuance of whoſe friendſhip 
will hinder any other misfortune from taking too 
decp a root in, AGRI, 


Your moſt wb and obedient ſervant, 


ZIMENE, 


1 EIS Tu 


Ee15T., xxxvii. fr LADIES. 143 


. MALT ET? CEA ZZ 7-3 Z A 
RCA SSSI, ee 


+ 


EPISTLE XXXVIL 
From the ſame to BELLIZ A, with the ſequel of the 


Story mentioned in the farmer, 


Dear madam, 


32 A VING troubled you with a recital 
Hof my vexations, it is but juſt I ſhould 
ep make you partaker allo of the ſatis- 
faction I feel in being eaſed of them. 
— My Lord“ * is certainly one of the beſt 
men upon earth, and as his penetration made 
him preſently ſee into the true motives of my be- 
haviour, ſo his generoſity prevented him from 
giving it any other colours than ſuch as in reality 
it delerved. —He came to me the very day 1 
wrote to you, and inſtead of the reproaches I 
expected, accoſted me with an air full of good- 
nature and reſpect, thanked me in the moſt 
obliging terms for the endeavours I had uſed. for 
preſerving the honour of his family, which, though 
rendered fruitleſs by the diſſolute inclinations of 
an abandoned girl, he ſhould always remember 
with the utmoſt gratitude, and ſaid ſo many fine 
things on my humanity, that 1 had courage 
enough to relate the manner in which ſhe came 
to me, and the deſpair which had engaged me 
to act in the manner 1 had done. But this only 
gave him an opportunity of exerting his eloquence 
in new praiſes, fo that I was obliged to ſilence; 
and after he. had aſſured me he would vindicate 
my character to as many as ſhould know of this 
-unhappy affair, he created I would adviſe vows 


£ 
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how to diſpoſe of this wretched creature, whom, 
he ſaid, he could not think of keeping with him, 
not only as. her preſence would be a continual 
memento of the diſgrace ſhe had already brought 
upon him, but alſo as he found her temper too 
obſtinate and irreclaimable to aſſure himſelf ſhe 
might not hereafter be the occaſion of 'yet more, 
—I would fain have declined complying with 
his lordſhip's requeſt in this point, but he ſo 
abſolutely inſiſted on my giving my opinion, that 
after hearing him propole either ſecuring her in 
a madhouſe, or ſending her abroad into the 
plantations, I ventured to diſcover my diſappro- 
. bation of either of theſe meaſures, as too cruel, 
and alſo ineffectual; for as an extravagance of 
had been the cauſe of her ruin, that paſ- 

tion would probably inſpire her with the mean; 
of breaking through all reſtraints for its gratifi- 
cation; and then told him, that if it were true, 
as I had heard from her, that the fellow was to- 
lerably well deſcended, and was well brought 
up, though the misfortunes of his parents had 
reduced him to get his bread in ſervice, I ſhould 
think the only way to defend the young lady 
from incurring any future infamy, was to give 
the ſanction of marriage to their mutual affection. 
Finding he ftarted at the word marriage, [ 
remonſtrated to him that after what had paſſed, 
there was ſcarce a poſſibility of marrying her ac- 
cording to her birth; and if even ſuch a thing 
could be brought about, nothing could be more 
| likely than that ſhe would ſtill continue an inti- 
_ with this firſt object of her love; that the 
conſequences of ſuch interviews might be fatal in 
this world, beſides incurring the danger of ever- 
laſting perdition in the next; then proceeded 
to remind him that love was an involuntary paF 
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fron, and as her's was fixed on him, and his on 
her, they would be happier with each other in a 
mean ſtate, than either could be in all the pomp 
of grandeur if ſeparated. — Aﬀter I had i all 
could, in excuſe for this offending pair, I offer- 
ed to his conſideration, to beſtow a ſum of money 
on them, and let them go to Holland, or what 
part of the world ſhould be judged molt conve- 
nient for traffic, and try the induſtry and inge- 
nuity of the young man in acquiring a fortune to 
kupply the deficiences of his birth. 


His lordſhip liſtened attentively to all I ſaid 
on this ſcore, and TI could perceive it had made 
ſome impreſſion on him; on which I repeated 
and enforced every argument I had made uſe of, 
till, in fine, I gained his conſent, on this con- 
| dition that I would take the whole affair upon 
| myſelf, fee them married, and give them a thou- 
fand pounds, which he would depoſit in my 
hands for their uſe. — To this I readily agreeing, 
every thing was immediately ordered for the exe- 
cation of our ſcheme; Horimel was ſent that 
night to my houſe; and her lover diſcharged 
| from the confinement he had been in ſince the 
detection of his crime, was told he might come 
| alſo.—] talked to them in what I thought a pro- 
| per manner: —I repreſented to her, beſides the 
ſin and infamy of derogating from the rules of 
virtue, the meanneſs of her choice, and to him 
the preſumption of violating the honour of a 
lady, whom he ought not even to have thought 
on but with extreme reverence : — Both ſeemed 
| iv hear me with a becoming ſhame, but when I 
informed them of the conceſſions I had obtained 
in their favour, all words would be imperfect to 
ceicribe the tranſports they expreſſed, the young 

Vor. I, 11 man 
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man cried out, that his lordſhip equalled heaven 
in gocdneſs, and added that he had a diſtant re- 
lation at Ruatterdam who was a merchant, and 
would in{truct him in the ways of commerce, 
and that he did not doubt but to improve his 
thouſand pounds in ſuch a manner, as to ſhew 
he had talents ſuperior to his ſtation. 


Bor not to detain your attention, I ſent to 
the commons for a licence, and early the next 
morning myſelf and a Jawyer, who does all my 
buſineſs, accompanied them to St. Brides, where 
the nuptial ceremony was performed. —T he 
ſame perſon enquired for a ſhip, and ſaw them 
embark, having firſt given them the tum I men- 
tioned in bank bills, 


'T His unpromiſing affair ſo happily terminated, 

J think, has a right to demand the congratula- 
tions of my friends; but I aſſure you it is in my 
power to receive them on a different ſcore: — 
My lord **, is ſo much charmed with the 
g00d-nature, wit, and addreſs, as he is pleaſcd 
to ſay, I have ſhewn in his daughter's concerns, 
that joined with the liking he pretends to have 
always had of my perſon, has engaged him to 
make an offer of his hand, and is as afliduous, 
as a lover of cne-and-twenty, to prevail on me 
to accept it.— I muſt own I have eſteem and 
reſpect for his lordſhip, —his good qualities ex- 
act it from all the world, and from me in paiti- 
cular ; — but you know there is a wide difference 
between reſpect and love; however I will make 
no raſh vow, pro or con. If the one ſhould hap- 
pen to be the conſequence of the other, it 
. probable you may ſee me lady * *. II ſo. 
| | — 
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bez you will believe my dignity ſhall never make 


mc leis than I am at preſent, dear madam, 
Your molt obedient ſervant, 
ZIMENE, 


EPISTLE XXXVIII. 


Frim ASTREA to à very worthy gentleman under 
great misf97 tunes, and obliged to take ſhelter in a 
fHreigu realm where he was ill-treated. 


8 ir, 8 | 


Ap Could not omit taking this firſt op- 
oy portunity of teſtifying how deep a 


N ſmje I have of your misfortunes, but 
A & ſhall offer nothing by way of conſo- 
lation, — Y ou have too much fortitude and phi- 
loſophy to ſtand in need of it; but I am ſorry to 
hear you have ſreſh occaſions of exerting that 


nobleneſs of foul; and that perfidy and injuſtice 


_ reign through every. climate, It may ſeem 


ſtrange that fortune, changeable as the is repre- 
ſented, is generally pretty conſtant in perſecuting 
merit; but however ſome people may accuſe 
Providence of pattiality in this point, and pro- 
phancly cry out with the poet, | 
. (1 * 9 
Be juſler, Heaven ; gon virtue pumfl 1 thus, 
Ji ill make us think that chance rules all above, 
And ſhuffles, with a randam hand, the lots 
Ikich man is ferc'd to draw, 


We ſee not the ends which the wile diſpoſer 


of the univerſe has in his wife diſpenſations. 


He is doubtleſs juſt * gaod in all his decrees, 
2 


and 
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and when we conlider that true greatneſs of 


mind ſhines brighteſt in adverſity, and that no- 
thing ſo much magnifies the hero and the c<r;. 
tian, as riſing ſuperior to afflifizons, we ſhall 
not be ſurprized to find the one inflicted in order 


to render the other more conſpicuous. — Your ene- 


mies confeſs you have talents to give a double 
luſtre to proſperity, and it is the hope of your 
friends, who are all the honeſt and diſintereſted, 
that you will yet have an opportunity of exerting 
them.— That your affairs may take this happy 
turn is fincerely wiſhed, and ardently prayed tor, 
not only for your own ſake, but for that of 
numbers whom. your example might reform, by 
her, who has the honour to be, with the higheſt 
reſpect and veneration, Sir, 
| Your molt obedient ſervant, 
ASTREA, 


EPS TLE AMA. 
Firm ALINDA to EUPHROSINE, on bigottry. 


Ay dear EUPBROSINE, 


ing. 


GaAx as you think me, and as indeed I am 
by nature, J cannot al ways, with Democritus, 
laugh at the falhes of the - _ A 

| enſible 
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of ſenſible concern when J ſee perſons of unque- 

o ſtionable underſtanding in other things, ſuffer 

; themſelves to be tranſported by their prejudice in 
ſome one particular point, fo as to lay aſide all 
reaſon, to be deaf to all argument, and even 
forgetful of what is owing, to decency and good 

manners; but I have the leaſt patience when I 
hear people in matters of religion take upon them. - 
to cenſure, and even pronounce the cenſure of 
everlatting perdition, on every one who does not 
happen to be of the ſame opinion with them 
lelres, who pretend to give laws to the Almighty, 
and, as. Mr. Pope ſays, 


Snatch from. his arm the thunder and the vod. 


Rejudge his judgments, be the god of God! 


| 
I xeEveR faw her ladyſhip have a more nu- 
merous aflembly,— the converſation was agree- - 
able enough till unluckily it turned on religion, 
when in a moment, thoſe whom I had never 
ſulpected of having any at all, began to extol 
ſome one, ſome another way of divine worſhip, 
and exclaim againſt every thing that diſſented 
from it with a virulence, which I thought little 
becoming that ſacred topic. — Three parts in 
four of the company durſt not open their mouths, 
among theſe angry zealots, ſo they had the. 
whole diſcourſe to themſelves, which laſted from. 
x o'clock till near nine, and perhaps had not 
been broke off fo ſoon, if not happily interrupted 
by the ſudden coming in of the Earl of *, 
a {17ht of whom I could ſee the pretended ſaints. 
of each different perſuaſion recollect themſelves, . 
and endeavour to compoſe their ruffled coun- 
tenances, as if their looking agreeable in his 
lordſhip's eyes was a matter of more conſequence 
1 than 
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than that they had been with ſuch indecent 
warmth defending. x 54 


IxDEED, my dear, it is my opinion, that 


thoſe who place ſo much merit in the ceremony, 


tave little of the /p:irit of religion in their hearts. 
— They go to the proteftant church, the fr. 
2:/þ maſs- houſe, or pre/byterian conventicle, be- 
cauſe they have been accuſtomed to it as che re- 
ligion of their family, and for the fame reaſon 
might have gone to the Jeto's ſynagogue, for 


_ aught either they or I know. Mr. Dryden was 


certainly very much in the right when he wrote 
theſe lines, 


By education moſt laue been miſled, © 

So they believe, bicauſe they ſo were bred: 
Type prieſt continues what the nurſe began, 
Aid thus the Child zmpoſes on the man. 


Tux devotion, in my mind, is quite another 
thing. —It inſpires ſentiments and a behaviour 
widely different; — the heart is the true temple 
of the Deity, and if that be pure and well pre- 
pared, we have no rcom to doubt whether the 
oraiſons we make will be accepted, | 


I wovLD not, however, have you imagine [ 
am an enemy to thoſe forms the church has di- 
rected ; on the contrary, I think we cannot ad- 
dreſs heaven with too much reverence and humi- 
iy; but I am vexed to hear diſputes ariſe 
concerning the difterent modes cf thoſe forms, 
and that fo great a ftreis is laid upon them, that 
very often, in attempting to maintain them, the 
eſſence they were intended to preſerve is utterly 
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You will wonder to find I am turned reaſoner, 
efy<cially on this argument, but J aſſure you 
tacre is nothing makes me fo ſerious as when J 
ſe2 pere on an hypocrity uſurp the place of 

rue picty; for whatever attachment I may have 


to the picaſures of tuis world, to be well received 


in the ne ct, is the firſt aim of my ambition; 
after which, be aflured, I rank your friendihip, — 
being, dear Eupbreſine, 
Sincerely yours, 
ALINDA 


EPIS,T LE: W. 


Frm ALBINUS to MIRA, twith his opinion of a 
jrſtly-cel-brated divine poem, which ſhe had recum- 
| endl to his peruſal. 


Madam, 
AM no longer what I was; ; am grown 
another creature fince-laſt I had the 
8 honour of ſeeinz you; that ineſtimable 
CNET poem, you were ſo good to mention to 
me, has lifted me with St. Paul into the third 
heaven: — My former being is exchanged for one 
more ſeraphic and refined; I am, methinks, no 
more an inhabitant of this exrth: I mix in the 
extatic ſociety of glorified ſpirits, diſdain to hold 
converſation with my fellow-mortals, and could T 


think of you as leſs than angel, ſhould be above 
writing even to you. 


I nap gone through the greateſt part of the 
poem, when, in the abundance of my Leart, I' 
wrote what I ſuppoſe you have read, and ſhould 
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doubtleſs have gone on in the ſame ſtrain of ad- 
miration, till I had probably tired you with my 
rhapſodics, if I had not been interrupted by the 
coming in of a friend, who ſeeing the book le 
open before me, aſked my opinion of it, which 
I gave in much the ſame rapturous terms I had 
begun to do to you. — Have you read it quilz 


through ſaid he: 'to which I anſwering in the 


negative, I will leave you then to finiſh it, reſumed 
he with a ſmile, and when I fee you next, jou will 
tell me what you than of it. 


THESE words, and the manner in which they 
were ſpoke, raiſed a kind of impatient curiofity 
in me: I ſhut myſelf up, and immediately be- 
gan to do as he deſired, leaving my letter to you 
unfiniſhed ; — the more I read, the more JI won- 
dered any one could imagine, as my friend had 
ſeemed to do, that the end of the poem was leſs 
worthy approbation than the beginning. -- Every 
line glowed with the image of the Deity diffuſing 
celeſtial tranſports ! — Ineffable ee e energy 
divine, ſhone in each period! — All was of a 
piece, and the poet's thought, with ſacred inſpi- 
ration fired, was lofty as his theme The poem 
ended, at leaſt the buſineſs of it ceaſed, yet was 
there ſomething ſtill to read. O God ! what 
ſomething ? — How in a moment did my rapturcs 
vaniſh !—The heaven, open to me through fo 
many pages, cloſed at once upon me ;—1 fell,— 
Iſunk, with the author, deep into mortality again, 


and all my late elevated ideas of the dignity of man 
were chaſed and driven from my ſoul. — O! what 


are words? What fine-turned thoughts? What 


all the pomp of eloquence and learning? — Meer 


ſounds to catch the unwary ear. — It is truth, — 
it is ſacred truth alone can ſtrike the heart, 177 
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5x a laſting admiration there — By that directed, 
how did the poet charm ! and oh!]! how weak, 
how enervate was his art, when proſtituted in the 
falle logic of a party zeal, for the meaneſt ends 


Is fine, madam, this appendix, or addreſs,.. 
or what you pleaſe to call it, at the end of the 
book, too evidently proves that man, however he 
may magnify the joys above the ſkies, has his - 
promotion, for the ſnort time allowed him on this 
ſpot he treads, the moſt at heart; but ſure he 
merits double condemnation,. who facrilegiouſly. 
makes heaven the dupe to ſerve a fordid wordly. 
am, When ſcurrility is glofs'd with holy ardour, 
and che molt cruel, poſſibly unjuſt, invectives are 
peured out under the ſanction of devotion, what 
can an impartial reader think, but that he is 
liſtening to a wolf in ſheep's cloathing ! —I fear 
there are too many ſuch; but I am angry with 
this author above all for the diſappointment he 
has given me, — the great talents he is. maſter of, 
and that ſpirit of piety which ſeemed to breathe 
tarough all his work, may make us imagine there 
i no poſfibility for mankind to be in earneſt with 
Co, and that all devotion is from the lips, while 
the heart is the votary of nammon. 


Ir to reform the manners of the age, by ſetting 
forth the miſeries to which a nation given up to - 
vice might juſtly expect to be reduced, had reaily 
been his ſole intent, he certainly would have made 
ule of other menaces, preſented other dangers to 
our view, than thoſe he has thought fit to mention. 
Ils the Almighty diveſted of his thunders, and 
his flaming arrows? —Are the contending ele- 
ments no longer under his command? — Are the 


Pluals of his wrath exhauſted, and the deſtroyin 
H 5 —— 
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angels idle in their ſpheres? - Are there no earth- 
quakes to be dreaded ? —No vulcanos ? — Are 
there no famine, pettilence, or other plagues left 
in the ſtorehouſe of eternal vengeance : — Ard are 
not theſe chaſtiſements more befitting an angry 
Deity, and more terrible to a ſinful land, than 
papal bulls, gallic bravadoes, or .a few ragged 
ruffians of the north, as he calls them in derition? 
— But theſe were the bugbears of the time,— 
the terrors a- la- mode, — the peal rung for pre- 
ferment both in church and ſtate. How 2mbiti- 
ous ſoever this author may be of a good reſidence 
in heaven, I think it pretty plain he was deſirous 
of partaking the delicious baits of earth in his 
journey to immortality ; whether he has not, in 
the purſuit of one, miſtaken the road to the other, 
J will no: pretend to determine. 


I wovrn not, however, be thought to quarrel 
at the purpoſe of this addreſs : to petition the 

great to endeavour by their own example to bring 
about a-reformation of manners, was doubtleis 
right; ſince trom them, or ſome of them at leaſt, 
It. is that this torrent of corruption, luxury, and 
every kind of vice, which like a deluge overfiows 
the land, and fwallows up morality and religion 
in its repid courſe, originally proceeds. — Were 
our heads. once better, the Jets noble parts would 
oon partake the happy. influence, and we ſhould 
once mere be Britons, — free Britons ! — Not the 
flaves of licenſed fin, premeditated folly : — Lo 
this had he cenfined himſelf, the defign had been 
noble, and truly worthy ſuch a genius; but 95 
blending it with a matter altogether foreign, he 
not only ſinks the patriot in the time-ſerver, out 
alſo renders ineffectual that which he would have 
us believe was is only aim to inculcate. 


9 
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Ir what I have ſaid may be thought too ſe- 
vere on the man, it is owing to my admiratiorr 
or the poct.— loved, —I revered, —I burned 
with the moſt ardent defire of a nearer acquaint- 
ance with a perſon, whoſe converſation I ima- 
gined would rectify whatever is faulty in my 
compolition, and improve the good; but his de- 
viating from the grand deſign, has made me 
ſee, to my great mortitication, that thouzh I 
might receive much benefit from his wit and 
lar ning, my foul would be ſtill to ſeek for thoſe 
more valuable advantages it expected. 


As to tie work itſelf, notwithſtanding this 
unhappy, ill-judged concluſion, it queſtionlefs 
anſwers the high character given of it, both as 
2 poem and a En. —1 ſhould be ſincerely glad 
to find it have a due effect; and that every 
reader may be convinced what ought to be the 
rſt aim of man.— This is a with, in which I 
am certain you will readily join with him, who 

is, with the extremeſt reſpect, madam, 
Your moſt humble fervant, 
ALBINUS.- 


GU AUCLII RIG CODED 


EPIS I LE, „ 


From ASPASIA to FLORELLA,. in an/wer t1 ane 
wherein ſbe had dejired ſome explanation of the 
quarrel betzwzen two gentlemen, who had been 
long the meſt intimate friends. 


_ dear FLORELLA, 

25 THINK myſelf happy in being able 
7 15 to give you a pretty exact account of 
8 2 * an affair which, tho' much talked of, 
Wo is little comprehended: My intimacy 
with Delia, the unhappy wife of Phllarchus, has 
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let me into particulars known to few beſides the 
perſons concerned; you will wonder I ſay un- 
happy, as that lady, being left an orpnan, with- 
out friends or dower, was married to a man of 
his rank, and treated by him with a tenderneſs 
not always found, even where there is an equa- 
lity of birth and fortune; but you will be con- 
vinced by what I have to tell you, that peace of 
mind is not the ſure attendant on grandeur, and 
that alio there may be oddities of humour which 
rob even mutual love of all its bleſſings. 


I was ſurprized with the reſt of the world 


when I heard thoſe inſeparable friends, Phi- 
larchus and Darantes, had met as enemies in 
Hyde-Fark, and that the former was brought 
home much wounded. I went to viſit Delia on 
the occaſion, and found her in a condition truly 
pitiable,—She was lying on a couch, her hair 
diſhevelled, her looks wild, her eyes ſtreaming 
with tears, deſpair and grief viſibly painted in 


every feature: As ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, O Aſpa- 


ſia, cried ſhe, I was going to ſend to you, but this 
kind wifit has prevented me. — 1 longed to tell you to 
what A twretch my fatal imprudence, and too nice a 
ſeuſe of k:nour, bas reduced me.—I will not trouble 
you with my reply, nor the prelude ſhe made to 
the melancholly ſtory ſhe had to relate, which, 
aftcr ihe had begun, was a hundred times broke 
oft by exclamations on my fide, and comments 


on her's; but let us come directly to the matter 
of fact, as it happened. 


SOME few months after her marriage, Do- 
rantes, who was ſcarce ever from their bouſe, 
began, on every little abſence of Philarchus, to 
behave to her in a Danner ſhe thought unbe- 

coming 
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coming of him to the wife of his friend, yet loth 
to ſuſpect a man, ſo dear to her huſband, could 
be guilty of ſo vile a treachery, ſhe repelled 
whatever ſuggeſtions of this nature roſe in her 
mind, till one day he declared to her in plain- 
terms, that he was violently in love with her, 
and neglected no arguments that men generally 
make uſe of on fuch occaſions, to convince her 
of the ardency of his paſſion: She aſſured me 
that the anſwer ſhe gave him was in the ſevereſt 
terms ſhe could invent, yet did he not appear in 
the leaſt rebuffed at it, but took hold of the next 
opportunity of being alone with her to repeat his- 


ſuit with more vehemence than before. She 


treated it, if · poſſible, with yet greater contempt, .. 
but all ſhe could ſay, and the reproaches ſhe ut- 

tered on the ingratitude and baſeneſs of his at- 

tempt, was as ineffectual to oblige him to deſiſt, 
as his importunities were of rendering her more 

complying.— This prepoſterous courtſhip went 

on for ſeveral weeks; ſhe had no way totally to 
avoid him, — Philarchus often went abroad after 

dinner, would ſet them two to picquet, and 
when at any time ſhe pretended indiſpoſition, or 
«ny other plea, to retire, he would ſay to her, 
My dear, 1 inſiſt en your giving Dorantes your 

company ; — you muſt always regard him as my ſecond 
ſelf, and think that in obliging him you confer the 

greateſt obligation en me, 


Juopox, ſaid ſhe to me, of the terrible dilemma 
I was in, my heart was ſhocked to think how much 
bis generous unſuſpetting friendſhip 10as abuſed, yet 
aurjt nat undecerve him teſt ſome fatal conſequence 
ſnould enſue on his diſcovery of the treachery. — I 
was befides, added ſhe, aſhamed to own, even to 
bum, that any man had the confidence to addreſs me 
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en fo diſhmourable a ſcore, and theſe twy reaſons 


joined together it was that ſuljected me to hear, fr 
fa lang a time, diſcoumſes the maji detejtable boih ty 
my virtue, and the ſincere affection I ever had fir 
Fhilarchus. But at laſt, reſumed ſhe, after 
having given ſome time to tears, thrs late bold 
audacious lover began io approach me with a mure 
timid air, — he ſiill talked to me of his paſſion, but 
that pajjion now ſecned altogether the reverſe of what 
it had been. h even praiſed the virtue which ap- 
pejed him, which giving me ſome hopes he was grow- 
ing a/bamed of his folly, I altered behauicur alſe, 
treated him with ſomewhat more mildneſs, and en- 
deauoured, by all the little arguments I could mujer 
up, to bring him to reaſon, and make & perfect con- 
dert of him. He liſtened to me with all the atten- 
tion I could wiſh, and in ſead of mating me any 
anfuwer, O Philarchus! Philarchus ! cried he, 
hifting up his bands aud eyes to heaven, how wretched 

ve you made me ! An exclamation of this nature, 
continued ſhe, might very well ſurprije me, but 
though I was utterly unable to comprehend it, forvore 
to deſire any explanation, till he too fatally, for my 
eternal peace, gave it of Pumjelf. 


IxDEED, Florelia, I weep at the remembrance 
of the agonies this poor creature was in when 
ſhe came to this part of the ſtory, which in fine 
had in it a myſtery ſuch as I believe the moſt 
keen conjecture would not be able to reach. 
Philarchus having married her merely for love, 
took it afterwards into his head, that ſhe became 
his wife only through a motive of intereſt, and 
had ſo little affection for his perſon, that ſhe 
might poſſibly be prevailed upon to liſten to the 
addreſſes of any other man, who was young and 
agreeable ;—he reſolved however to make the 
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tryal ; — Dorantes was his friend, and he thought 
he could depend on his integrity not to carry the 
matter farther than was conſiſtent with honour, 
but he was to prels her by all the means in his 


power, and to try her virtue to the utmoſt. 


The young gentleman was extremely loth to 
undertake this taſk, but Philarchus would take 
vo denial, on which he began his attack as you 
have heard; but, alas, how dangerous it is to 
tport with fire! the paſſion he but teigned at firſt, 
in compliance with his friend's requeſt, took 
hold on him unawares :— He became as much 
charmed in reality, as he had pretended to be, 
and as he owed the deſires he was poſſeſſed of en- 
urcly to the whim of Philarchus, thought him- 
ſelf under no obligation to deny himſelf the gra- 
titication of them, if by any means he could ob- 
tain it.— The molt likely means to ſucceed, he 


thought, would be to acquaint Delia with the 


whole proceeding. — He flattered himſelf that 
relentment for ſo ill- grounded a jealouſy would 
et the better of the moſt inexorable virtue, and 
that ſhe would think it no crime to indulge an 
inclination ſhe was unjuſtly ſuſpected of bein 

guilty of: But that woman muſt have the ſenſe 
of honour little rooted in her heart that can ren- 
der ſuch a ſuppoſition warrantable; — that of 


Dalia is more firm and fincere ;— Far from liſten- 


ing to the arguments he urged on this head, ſhe 


aſtected not to believe what he ſaid in relation to 


her huſband, upbraided his double treachery and 


baleneſs in the moſt bitter words, and flung from 


bim with a diſdain which made him tremble, 


HER diſpleaſure againſt Philarchus, however, 
was not the leſs for her concealing it from his 
rival, The indignity ſhe thought his Jealouy 
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did to her love and virtue, filled her with the 
moſt poignant anguiſh, and compelled her to be 
guilty of an indifcretion to which ſhe owes her 
preſent unhappineſs. — Forgetful of the obliga- 
tions ſhe had to him, in refuſing for her ſake 


matches in pe of birth and fortune greatly her 


ſuperiors, ſhe poured out all the reſentment of 
her ſoul in words more grating than it is proba- 
ble ſhe would have made uſe of had paſſion left the 


leaſt room for refletion. — He heard her how- 


ever without teſtifying any violent emotions, till 
ſhe had ended all the had to ſay, and then, It is 
well, madam, cryed he, I now ſee of what value 
your boaſled virtue is, ſince I am convinced Doran- 
tes never would have betrayed my ſecret, without 
receiving another of greater conſequence from you in 
exchange. Theſe words ſtung her to the heart, 
but ſhe had no opportunity of replying ; he ſhut 
himſelf into his apartment, and would by no 
means be prevailed upon to ſee her any more that 
night, though ſhe went ſeveral times to his cham» 
ber-door entreating admittance. Early the next 
morning he went out alone, and in three hours 
_ after was brought home in the condition you 
have been told, wounded, but not dangerouſly. 
Alt was ſoon known with whom he had fought, 
though the motive of the quarrel was by both 
kept a ſecret. — Dorantes, who had alſo received 
ſome ſlight hurts, told thoſe that viſited him, that 
Phllarchu came to his bedſide, and ſyrore to ſtab 
him that inſtant if he did not immediately riſe 
and accompany him to the place where they en- 
gaged, without mentioning the leaſt word of the 
nature of their quarrel. — FHilarchus makes no 
other anſwer to any queſtiuns put to him, than 
that Dorantes is a villain. It is but too plain he 
retains the moſt cruel ſufpicions of Delia, tor he 
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will not ſuffer her to come into his-preſence, and 
whenever any one happens to ſpeak of her, crys 
out, that he has neither rife nor friend. This 
miſunderſtanding between them occaſions whiſ- 
pets little to the reputation of Delia- How the 
affair will end it is impoſſible to gueſs, but ſhe 
apprehends a ſeparation : — There are ſome peo- 
ple who though ſenſible they have been in an er- 
ror, if reproached with it, are too ſtubborn to 
acknowledge they were wrong; if Philarchus 
happens to be of this number, it will indeed be 
difficult to bring about a reconctliation, 


Taus, my dear Horella, are all the joys of 


| this once happy pair blaſted, I fear for ever; 


fince were Philarchus ſenſible of his folly, and 


| convinced how fmall room he had for jealouſy, 


what he has made her ſuffer on this account 
would doubtleſs dwell upon her mind, to the de- 


| ſtruction of her peace. She would be in contin» 


ual terrors leſt he ſhould relapſe into ſuſpicions, 
and obliged to keep ſuch a continual guard over 
all her words and actions, as muſt infallibly de- 
ſtroy all harmony between them: In my opi- 


nion, pærting in ſuch a ſituation would be the leaſt 


evil; Delia however thinks otherwiſe: Were 


Plilarchus as indifferent to her as I really believe 


he is the contrary, rank and equipage have charms 
too flattering to a young heart to be eaſily ſur- 
rendered, and as ſhe brought no portion, her 
future maintenance muſt depend wholly on his 


| 2cncrolity, — I endeavour to give her hopes, 


unce ſhe ſo ardently deſires it, that the love he 
once had for her will in time revive, and get the 
better of his gaprice and reſentment; but as he 
abates nothing of his ſullenneſs, all I can ſay on 
that head affords ſmall conſolation, - 7 
HIS 
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Tu Is is all Ihave at preſent to relate of the 
affair, as ſoon as I receive any further informa. 
tion, will not fail to communicate it. — Let us 
my dear Florella, thank heaven we have not hes 
bands of the ſame humour with Philarchus. My 
compliments to yours, and believe me to be what: 
I am, with great ſincerity, 
| Your molt affectionate friend, 
ASPASIA, 


2 S CE EDN 


EPISTLE XIII. 


From Althea to a lady who had turned her daughter 
out of doors on the diſcovery of her being guilty if 
a criminal amour; remanſtrating to her the ill cu- 
fel uences that this flep may occaſion, and earneſt 
preſſing her to call home the young lady. 
Madam, 
HE V fay that advice, when unaſked, 
is impertinent, yet ſure it ought not 
to be accounted as ſuch when coming 
from a Perſon whofe ſincerity and 
friendſhip we have no room to doubt. ] could 
not forgive myſelf for ſeeing any one, much more 
one J love, run blindfold on the brink of a pre- 
cipice, without giving ſome warning of the dan- 
ger: Pardon me, madam, if I confider you as 


| 
| 
ſuch; — all paſſion is blindneſs, and though I am | 
ready to allow the juſtice of yours, I would fain | 
| 
( 
| 
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prevent you from ſuffering it to hurry you t 
lengths that may be fatal to the honour of your 
family, and your own future peace. 


Ir 
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Ir was with an unſpeakable concern TI heard 
ſome rumours to the diſadvantage of miſs * s 
reputation, but that concern received a very great 
addition, on being told you had confirmed the re- 
port by baniſhing her from your houſe. You 
ure very ſenſible that reports of this nature are 
frequently no more than the ſuggeſtions of ma- 
lice and envy ; this, however true, might have 
paſſed for ſuch, and conſequently have died away 
m time, had you not ſeemed to think ſhe could 
be capable of acting in a manner ſo unworthy 
her birth and education. Indeed, madam, I can- 
not help thinking you have cartted your ſeverity 
to too high a pitch : If the young lady is in rea- 
lity as guilty as ſhe is repreſented, proclaiming 
her fault will be far from making it leſs, but, on 
the contrary, may rather incline her to think, that 
having loſt all it behoved her to preſerve, forfeited 
all ſhe had to hope, and ſuffered all ſhe had to 
fear, ſhe no longer has any meaſures to keep, 
but may indulge her inclinations to the moſt 
ruinous exceſs. — Who can anſwer for the event? 
— Undone* by inadvertency, ſhe may become 
abandoned by deſpair, and irrecoverably loſt to 
all ſenſe of honour and of virtue. 


FROM my Soul I wiſh you had not taken 
this ſtep, but it is done; yet though paſt recall, 
fancy may not be altogether paſt retrieve. — 
You have forced her from your houſe, driven 
her, heaven knows where, yet I preſume the 
wanderer may be found: —Let her be fought, 
permit her to return, not into your preſence, that 
perhaps might be too great a condeſcenſion, and 
occation a preſumption in her of as ill conſequence 
26 her preſent deſpair ; but ſuffer her to remain 
benezth your roof, or that of ſome truſty — 
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till preparation can be made for ſending her to 

your country ſeat, under the care and inſpection dar 
of a perſon qualified to ſet before her eyes the chi 
misfortune to which ſhe had reduced herſelf, ang ſhc 
the incvitable deſtruction ſhe muſt have been vic 
plunged into, had not your tenderneſs and pater- yo 
nal affection prevented it. —I can think it ſcarce o 
poſſible a young lady, trained up in the principles fec 
of religion and virtue, and who had in you the me 
firictef example of both continually before her mi 
eyes, can fo far degenerate as not to be eaſily de 
awaked to a juſt ſenſe of her folly, if proper means 2 
are made — of for that end. of 


THERE have been inſtances where virtue, of 
once reclaimed, has, like a broken limb, grown of 
ſtronger than before. — Rememberance 7 what ric 
has happened, generally gives a double caution to 
avoid, if pofüble, the like accident again: It is, 
however, certainly worth your while to make the fi 
experiment, and not becauſe ſhe has fallen un- fl 
der one temptation, endanger her being expoſed in 
to others, as ſhe infallibly muſt be, if left entirely tt 
to herſelf. By confining her in the way I men- c| 
tion, you will at leaſt deprive her of the oppor- 01 
tunity of repeating her crime, and her ſeducer 
from any new occaſions of triumph. 


n 

BESID ES, madam, ſcandal, ever ſolicitous 0 
of finding freſn objects, ſoon grows weary of the f 
old, and as this age, heaven knows, preſents but 0 
too many, all diſcourſe. concerning miſs * * *, will 2 
ceaſe of itſelf, and be loſt among a croud of more ſ 
recent adventures, eſpecially when ſhe is out of b 
fight, and nothing farther is to be related of het 2 


than what is already known. 
5 Tus 
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to Tavs will you not only ſave from perdition a 
on darling, and till now eſteemed a moſt deſerving 
he child, but alſo ſecure yourſelf from thoſe horrid 
nd ſhocks, which on the report of her future beha- 
viour you might probably receive. I entreat 
rou therefore, madam, for her's and for your 
own fake, not to perſiſt in a reſentment, the ef- 
fects of v;hich cannot but be fatal to both. — A 
moment's conſideration will ſhew you, that as the 
miſchief is done, and paſt recall, common pru- 
dence requires you to prevent it from ſpreading 
father; — you would not ſurely, becauſe a part 
of your houſe was by any accident impared, ſuf- 
fer the whole building to fall to the ground; and 
of how little value is the moſt magnificent edifice 


of human invention, when compared to the glo- 
tious workmanſhip of the creator? ; 


Do not imagine, madam, that T am inſen- 
fible of what a fituation, ſuch as yours, muſt in- 
fic, When I reflec on the pangs you ſuffered 
in bringing this fair tranſgreſſor into che world, 
the pleaſure her infant years afforded, and the 
charming hopes you had conceived of ſeeing her 
one day make the .moſt amiable figure in the 
world, I own it muft render the diſappointment 
terrible to ſuſtain, and is of a nature that de- 
mands all the reſignation of a c<r:;/:an, and the 
courage of a heroine ;— yet as I am very well ſatis- 
hed you are perfectly the one, and that on many 
occalions you have given proofs you are the other 
alſo, I hope you will, in this ſevereſt exigence, 
ſummon to your aid the noble principles which 
doth inſpire : — In which confidence I remain, 
3 ever, madam, | 

Your real friend and humble ſervant, 
1 8 | ALTHEA, 
Us P. &. 
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P. S. Inſtead of ſending this, I ſhould have 


waited on you in perſon, but am prevented 
by a flight indiſpoſition; as ſoon as it wear; 
off enough for me to endure the air, ſhall not 
fail doing myſelf that pleaſure; in the mean 
time I conjure you to reflect ſeriouſly on the 
above, which relates to your own happincis 
as well as your daughter's. 
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From LorHARIO to GLoRIANA  anexcr/; 
not having waited on her fer ſome days. 


Madam, 


92 ESTINY has been extremely cru! 
= | 
to me of late. I have been compellcd 
to do the things I would not, and alto- 
-© gether unable to do what I am mo: 
deſirous of, — It is an age ſince I ſaw you, —nay 
ſeven ages, ſeven long tedious days ; yet Cid the 
penalty of your future diſpleaſure depend upon 
my giving a good account for my remilineſs, | 
fear I muſt be miſcrable : —- Buſineſs I have had 
none, — pleaſure I could have none out of your 
company, — what then ſhall I ſay detained me ! 
—I will tell you, madam ; there are a fort ot 
creatures in the world, mere animals, who for 
no other reaſon than becauſe they go upon two 
legs, imagine themſelves men, and baving 19 
ideas of their own, are continually diſturbing 
thole of other people. — When wretches oi th 
kind happen to be ſo circumſtanced as neither to 
be ſhunned with decency, nor ee oe 
Ih | | aietys 
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ſafety, the perſon they take it into their heads to 

haunt, is in a very perplexed ſituation. — This 

has really been pretty much my caſe : — A crowd 
of country relations are in town, one or other 
of whom are every moment breaking in upon 
me, and putting my mind out of that temper I 

would always with to preſerve, when I have the 

honour of waiting on you, — But be aflured, 
mat tho? cannot preſume to approach you til} I 
am a little more my former felt, my heart is ſtill 
the ſame, and a conſtant attendant at your rzelle 
both night and day. I toaſt your health in 
bumpers of champaign and burgundy juſt landed, 
waich indeed is the only ſatisfaction I can taſte 
in the company I keep at preſent : Thank heaven 
however for the hope I have of being ſhortly rid 
ot this impediment to a happineſs more ſublime, 
z well as more ſubſtantial. In the mean time I 
beg you will be affured, that never young ſenator” 
longed more to appear the man of conſequence 
in the chair of a committee, nor officer for a 
war to return to piunder and full pay, nor judge 
for ſtore of plots, felonies, and murders, to refine 
upon law, or rather to refine it all away, than I 


co to teſtiſy how very much I am the charming 
blriana's 


Moſt humble, 277 
And moſt devoted ne 


LorHARIO. 


End of the THIR D BO OE. 


EPISTLE XIIV. 


From As TREA to LEONID AS, regquęſting hit 
fincere ſentiments in relation to the difference le- 
tween the Ancients and the Moderns, as to th: 
great atiions for which each have been celebrated, 


O U would think it ſtrange thatbe- 
ing at preſent the gueſt of a lady d 
the firſt quality in England, I ſhould 


drawing-room, card-table, maſque- 
rade, or thoſe thouſand other amuſements of the 
City, if you did not know her grace has a genius 
too refined and delicate to look on theſe things 
as pleaſures; and that it is chiefly to the averſion 
J have for them, that I am indebted for the 
honour of being ranked among the few ſhe calls 
her friends; 


Is 


have a moment to ſpare from the 


1 
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[x this voluntary ſecluſion from all the modiſh 
entertainments, and conſequently fromthegreateſt 
part of our acquaintance, you will believe we 
employ many hours in reading ; but, perhaps, 
ou have a better opinion of my modeſty, than 
to imagine I take upon me to comment on au- 
thors, and to arraign antiquity ; yet J aſſure you 
] have ſometimes the confidence to do it. We 
had laſt night more company than uſual, and the 
converſation happening to turn on the different 
manners of the anctents and maderns, a preference 
was given to the former, which ſeemed to me to 
he ſomewhat of injuſtice in it, and I could not 


forbeat ſaying, that if thoſe who wrote onthatſubject - 


had not painted both the men and the women of 
thoſe times in colours rather too ftrong for life, 
vet I could not find the merits of any of their 
erges or beraimes fo ſupernatural as not to be 
equalled by thoſe of a much later date : — That 
though I ſhould be ſorry to rob them of any part 
of that admiration they had maintained through 
lach a long train of ages, and was ready to 


zlow them all the great qualities, and to have 


cone all the great actions recorded of them by 
nitcrians and poets, yet I could not endure it 


ſnauld be thought that nature, in adorning them, 


had exhauſted the whole eſſence of perfection, 
and left only the dregs for future generations. 


FINDING myſelf oppoſed, I added, with ſome 
warmth, that even the authority on which theſe 


extraordinary characters were founded, was fre- 
quently ſuſpected; — that Herodotus, though 
called the father of hiſtory, had been found to 
trip; and as for. the poets, it was acknowledged 
by every one, that they had a licence 'to em- 
belliſh and enrich their deſcriptions with all the 

VoI. I. I graces 
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graces. they could introduce, and that many of 
the characters they drew might reaſonably be 
ſuppoſed to be rather what men ſhould be, than 
what they really were. 


Ox this, one of the company, who I could 
ſind regarded more the phrateology than veracity 
of an author, aſxed me, With a kind of ſneer, 
it I would alſo maintain that the «ut of the 
maderns came in any degree of competition with 
the aactents, Lo which 1 boldly antwering in the 
2 ffirmative; he cryed out, — A proot, madam | 
/ proof of what you ſay | Let us fee you pro- 
duce a ſecond Hamer, Virgil, or Pindar, among 
the pots; an orator to equal Cicero or Demaſti- 
henes ; a philoſather like the divine Plats, Socrates, 
Ariſlatie, and many more ornaments of antiquity, 
whem 1 could name: —I was about to anſwer 
him, and had immediately in my head a great 
number cf examples to ſet againſt thoſe he had 
named in cach different ſcience ; but I was pre- 
vented by ancther in the company, who ſaid, 
you will find it leſs difficult, madam, to find 
rarallels in the ſpheres my friend has mentioned, 
chan in that of publick ſpirit; — What latter 
ages have been honoured with a Regulus, an 
Arifitdes, a Brutus, or a Cato — ] am afraid 
that here I ſhould indeed have been greatly at a 
loſs ; but Juckily the arrival of ſome other vil- 
ters broke off the diſpute ; but as there is more 
than a poſſibility it may be one day renewed, it 
will be policy in me to prepare myſelf for it in 
the beſt manner 1 can, 


Fr is you, Sir, on whom I depend for this 
purpoſe; I have already gone through all the 
arguments Jam miſtreſs ot, and if -you are 15 
| 0 
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ſo good to furniſh me with others, my antago- 
nuts will have the better of me, and you know 
it is. proverdial, that nothing can be a greater 
mortification, to one of my ſex, than not to 
have the laſt word, — But raillery apart, I ſhall 
| take it extremely kind of you to oblige me with 
your fincere ſentiments in this matter, and if 
you add ſome remarks on the change of modes 


ö a 

- and manners in our own nation, the favour will 
be ſtill greater. The dutcheſs joins in my requeſt, 
þ 33 knowing no man more capable of making a 
; jult diſtinction between things which ſeem moſt 
- perplexed to others, nor who would be more 
8 ready to contribute towards realizing the character 
- ſome of my friends flatter me with, of being a 
5 woman of tolerable underſtanding, though I 
„ deſpair of ever giving a greater proof of it than 
cr in being, with an unfeigned reſpect, Sir, | 

at Your moſt obedicnt, humble ſervant, 
id ASTREA, 
4 
” | CLCNARR ISIS DALES 
4 | 


EPISTLE MV. 
[ Anfwer to the ſoregoing.] 
Frim LrOxIDaS to ASTREA, concerning the 
A Ference between the characters, manners, and 
behaviour of the ancients and moderns, and the 


moft probable cauſe aſſigned for it. 
Madam, 


SJ was not preſent when you main- 
tained the diſpute you mention, it is 
impoſſible for me to know what argꝑu- 
ments you made uſe of in defence of 
Your opinion ; but am pretty certain it will be 
FA little 
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little in my power, or indeed in that of any one 
elſe, to add to what your own great reading, and 
yet much greater capacity, could ſupply you 
with on any ſubject you were pleaſed to take in 
hand.—1 ſhall, however, obey your commands 
in the beſt manner I am able. 


IT is a ſtrange thing, methinks, that people 
are fond of going ſo far backward into time to 
earch for objects of admiration ;—that their 
ears ſhould be ſo open to the prodigies of a thou- 
ſand, or two thouſand years ago, yet keep their 
eyes Cloſe ſhut againſt thoſe of later date; the 
world has doubtleſs produced many mederi great 
Frinces, and generals, who may be put on an 
(quality with the molt celebrated of the ancients; 
che actions of our Engliſh Eduard the third, 
his fon named the biack prince, and Henry the 
ith, are not fo obſolete as to be quite forgotten, 
Peter, jultly named the great, late czor of 
Muſccuy, and his competitor in glory, Chari 
the XII. of Sweden, are yet more recent in- 
ſtances that Hheroiſin was not confined to ages long 
ſince paſt. . 


Ir examples of this kind are more rare than 
formerly, it is not becauſe the abilitias of the 
moderns are leſs, but becauſe their principles are 
more deprai ed, and in that caſe indeed it may 
be ſaid that the manners of the ancients are to be 
preferred to thoſe of latter times: A diſtinction, 
therefore, ought to be made between the mural 
U;riuves, and the natural talmmts of mankind, ior 
in proportion to the former the latter will always 
be exerted. — It is not to be doubted but there 
arc, and in all ages have been, men capable of 
pertorming as much as is in the power ct man, 


if 
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if the emulation and noble ardour of doing well, 
were not extinguiſhed by the little regard men of 
wealth and power ſhey towards the encourage- 
ment of merit and virtue, — Every one knows 
that beſore luxury and corruption got footing in 


the world, true bravery and magnanimity more 


abounded; and we itiil perceive that thoſe na- 
tions which moſt adhere to an original plainneſs 
and ſimplicity, produce both the moiſt hardy 
warriors, and the moit ſteady patriots, — Mucn 
in this point is alſo owing to the example of 
thoſe who govern; ſo true are the words of a 
reverend divine and poet, 


'Tis power”s ſupreme prerogative to ſtamp 
Cn others nunds, an image of ther own. 


Axp then again he. ſays, concerning the 
glory of a commonwealth, that nothing can 
be more certain, than that, 


As govern d well or ill, /tates riſe and ſink; 
State miniſters, as upright, or corrupt, 
Are balm or paiſon in a nation's veins ; 
Health, or diftemper, haften or retard 

Tye period of her pride, her day of dzom ; 
Tis fix d by fate, irrevocably fix'd ! 

Virtue and vice are empire's life and death. 


IT is not, therefore, madam, as you juſtly 
have obſerved, that nature's treaſures are 
exhauſted, or that the almighty has loſt either: 
tne will or power to continue to mankind thoſe 
bleflings he at firſt beſtowed upon them. — The 


leeds of boch integrity, and all that conſtitutes 


2 hero, are ſown in every ſoul, though too fre- 
gently kept from ſprouting into action by the 
cauſes I have aſſigned. But then it muſt be 


xknowledged, that where they do bring forth 


fruit, 


I 3 


"*, 


— — 


38 
3 
0 
1 
I 
75 
JW 
Y 
£7 


n krisrres Boes I; 


fruit, and gloriouſſy riſe above all impediments 
which would cbſtruct their growth, it is a won- 
der, and demands public love; fo that no ho 
of antiquity can be ſaid to merit half the ar. 
plauſe of a m:dern gocd man, , who has the cor. 
ruption of the times, the prevalence of example, 
and a thouſand other difficulties, moſt af which 
were unknown to former ages, to ſtruggle with 
and overcome. 


You ſee, madam, I am obliged, though! 
aſſure you very much againſt my inclination, to 
give it againſt you in this point; and to allow 
that the ancients, as to their manners, that is in 
other words, their virtue and morality, very much 
deſerve the preference given them over the 
niaduins; but then I hope ro make my peace with 
you, by ſaying at the ſame time that they excelled 
in nothing elſe; — That the ideas of the moderns, 
even now, are as elevated, and their abilities as 


great, in every reſpect, as Greece or Rome produced, 


AxD this, I think, may ſcrre as an anſwer 

to the challenge of, your ſecond antagoniſt, and 
am afraid it is the only one can be given to any 
of them. It cannct be denied but that the pot 
he mentioned have been <qualled by few, exccl- 
led by none that came after them, yet I do not be- 
lieve this entirely owing to thepower of an uncem- 
mon genius, but to the advantage they had of wri- 
ting in languages, that were aſcertained in theit 
higheſt elegance and purity, and whichare therefore 
ſtandards of literature totbis day. Great men they 
were it is certain ; but whether, had they never 
been born, nor their works tranſmitted to poſterity, 
we ſhould not have ſeen others, as worthy cf 
admiration, is a dubious point, and can my be 
edel; 
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determined by the Supreme Giver of all our 
boatted qualifications: — This, however, I can 
aver to my own knowledge, that I have fe:n 
v:ritings of thoſe who never read Hanmer and 
V:irril, fo much reſembling them, both in ſenti— 
meats and expreſſions, that one would almoit 
have imagined the paflages tranſcribed ; which 
may ſerie to build at leaſt a very probable con- 
jecture, that the world would not till now have 
wanted an Iliad, Oryſſy, er Encid.— The ſame 
thing may allo be ſaid in relation to Cicero and 
Dem:/ihenes ; but as to philoſophy I am apt to 
think the gentleman forgot there was a Newton, 
who perhaps 15 as greatan honour to the moderns, as 
any ofthoſe whoſe works are the triumphofantiquity. 


I coME now to the third, who had the cou- 
rage to enter the liſts againtt fo fair and potent 
a combatant, and muſt confeſs he ſeems to be 
much better armed than either of the former. 
In theſe later ages patriots, indeed, have not 
been the growth of every clime? ; thoſe who have 
pretended to the name, have been rather diſ- 
euiſed enemies than frimmds to their country; 
their feigned efforts to ſerve the commonwealth 
but ſo many ſnares for deſtruction ; and under the 
ſpecious ſhew of a diſintereſted honeſt zeal for li- 
ker, have laid a foundation for perpetual ſſavery. 


YET, wherefore is it thus ?—Theſe v 
monſters want not abilities to bring about the 
glorious end they ſeem to aim at, but the z//th 
had it in their power to do preſented a coed 
of more advantage to themſelves, than the 922d 
they affected to purſue. — Public ſpirit is but ano- 
ther name for honour, and where that is wanting, 
25 à late noble author tells us, what elſe 


I 4 Ennables 
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Ennobles the rude paſſions of our frame 
Nit thirſt "y glory, and deſire of fame; 
Strength and courage are wild dang” rous force, 
Unlejs this foften, and direct their courſe : 
This the rich treaſure of a gen rous breaſt, 
That gives a /lamp and ſlandard to the 1001. 


War then, madam, can be faid in defence 
of the maderns in point of behaviour? — Im- 
poſſible will it be for all your flowing wit and 
eloquence, ſupported by the moſt enchanting 
and perſuaſiwe delivery that ever iſſued from a 
human mouth, to argue againſt facts which 
every where, in every country, and in every 
ſtation, are demonſtrable to all who have eyes, 
and the power of obſervation : — Too ſure and 
too plain it is, that a fad depravity of manxzers 
has been creeping on the world for a long ſuc- 
ceſſion of time, and is now fo much avowed, 
_ encouraged, and become the mode, that many, 
not yet infected with the diſeaſe, are either 
afraid or aſhamed to own themſelves in health, 
Content yourſelf, therefore, I beſeech you for 
the future, with vindicating the za/ents of the 
moderns ; thoſe may ſhinc with no leſs Juttre 
than their anceſtors ; but their deeds, alas! are 
of a quite different caſt. 


I PERCEIVE thoſe champions for antiquity 
with whom you encountered, however ſevere 
they might be on the preſent failures of our 
times, had the complaiſance to ſet none of the 
hercines of paſt ages in oppoſition to the ladies of 
modern date, fo find no occaſion to make any 
remarks how far they may have improved or 
degenerated ſince the days of the faithful Andro- 
mache, the chaſte Lucretia, the reſolute Rag. 
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the prudent Cornelia,” the learned Hypatia, and 


2 great number of others renowned in ſtory for 
virtue in its different branches. 


TI musT alſo, madam, beg to be excuſed for 
this time, at leaſt, from entering into a detail 
of the various and unaccountable tranſitions 
which have happened in the modes, manners, 
and cuſtoms of this all-apeing iſland: To par- 
ticularize the changes from good to bad, and 
from bad to good again, in a continual alterna- 
tive ſince the reign of Baadicea, or indeed even 
ſince our ſecond Baadicea in her amiable quali- 
ties, Queen Elizabeth, would take up more time 
than I can juſt: now ſpare, or perhaps than you 
would have patience to employ in reading, more. 
eipecially if I were to deſcribe the ſtrange meta- 
morphoſes the ladies have paſſed thro” 2 the 
old Britiſb ruſticity wore off; ſince from going 
to court in a gregram robe, they feed their lap- 
dogs on rich brocade and embroidery; — ſince from 
drinking fanple element, they toaſt healths in 
frontiniac, tokay,, and ſometimes brandy ;— ſince 
bluſhing has been out of faſhion, and they are 
on'y aſhamed if catched to look down at a 4:#ble 
entendre; - funce they have thrown away the 
needle, and taken up the whip, hunt, and ride 
races with the men. This would require a vo- 
lume, and I am afraid the length of this letter 
has already tired you. —I would have made it 
more palatable, it a panegyrick on the moderns 
could have been conſiſtent with that 8 


you enjoined, and which I would always wi 


to preſerve. —I flatter myſelf, however, it will 
not put you fo far out of your accuſtomed ſweet- 
nels of humour, as to make you omit renderin 

my compliments as acceptable as poſſible to her 


5 . grace, 
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grace, or to imagine I am, or ever can be, other 
than, madam, 
Your moſt hum ble bunt, 
LEoxID AS, 
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From AsTREA to Mrs. *&** on the death of her 


only ſom, a young gentleman of very pronujing 
expectations, 


Dear madam, © i 
HOUGH I am ſenſible nothing een 
be offered for your conſolation that 
you are not already miſtreſs of, and 
chat if 1 do not find ſufficient within 
yourſelf to make you ſupport this ſevere ſtroke 
with patience, nobody is capable of preſcribing 
to you; yet as it 1s not in my power to know 
you grieve without prieving with you, fo it is 
equally impoſſible for me to refrain teſtifying 
how deeply I am affected with your loſs. —The 
death of mafter , js indeed a misfortune to 
the publick, as his early virtues gave the faireſt 
proſpect of being one of the greateſt and moſt 
uſeful ornaments to the publick ; and*this very 
reflection doubtleſs aggravates your affliction.— 
The charming ideas you had formed of the ami- 
able figure he would one day make, all on a 
ſudden daſhed! To fee thoſe eyes, fo lately 
ſparkling with all the fires of wit and ſpirit, now 
cloſed for ever, and all your earthly hopes buried 
in the ſilent tomb, is a ſhock which nothi 
could alleviate but the aſſurance, that though 
You arc deprived of Tm expectations in this 
world, 
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world, you will hereafter fee them more fully 
2ccomphithed in a ſuperior orb, where no diſcaſe, 
no death, can deprive him of his glory. — This 
aſturance I am well convinced you do not want, 
yet at the ſame time know that in theſe caſes 
nature is at enmity with reaſon, and will get the 
better in ſpite of all arguments; for as Mr, Dry- 
den tells us truly, 


Reaſon was given to curb our headftrong will, 
Aud yet but ſhews a weak phyſician's ſill ; 
Gives nothing while the raging paſſions laſt, 
But ſtays tu cure us, till the war/t is paſt. 


Bur, my dear madam, there are two conſi- 
derations that to a perſon of your diſpoſition may 
have more weight than any in which yourſelf is 
alone concerned: And theſe are, that while you 
afflict yourſelf, you 2Aflict all thoſe whom you 
would wiſh to render happy; and that as your 
caſe is not ſingular, a mother who labours un- 
der the ſame calamity with you, and perhaps 
many others from which you are totally exempt, 
will be little able to ſupport that load of ſorrows, 
2 part of which ſhe ſees you link beneath. 


I THEREFORE dare beheve that a lady, who- 
m every action of her life has hitherto ſeemed to 
think herſelf born more for the happineſs of 
others than her own, will, in this exigence, try- 
ing as it is, give a proof of a fortitude no leis 
rare and exemplary, than thoſe other beneficial 
virtues, which have rendered her ſo juſtly dear 
to all that know her, and in particular to 

Dear madam, | 
Your ſincere friend, 
As TREA. 
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From ASTREA to a gentleman, who being under 
ſome misfortunes, and relieved by her, had mi. 
took her good-nature for the effetts of a ſecret 
liking of his perſon, and on that ſuppoſition pre- 

ſumed to fend ber à love-letter, | 


AM extremely forry that what 1 
thought a virtue in me ſhould be con- 
„ ſtrued into a vice, and that my hoſ- 
paitality and readineſs to do you any 
little ſervice on the account of your misfortunes, 
inſtead of exciting in you a grateful eſteem, has 
drawn on me the greateſt affront that, in my 
opinion, was in your power to offer. I am not, 
however, ſo much concerned for your own fake, 
who, I perceive, have vanity enough to buoy 
you up under any diſappointment, as J am for 
that of many others, who, through the calami- 
ties of the times, may ſtand in need of aſſiſtance 
from thoſe to whom fortune has been leis un- 
kind; becauſe it will make me for the future 
fearful} of conferring the leaſt obligation on any 
perſon of a different ſex, as I cannot be aſſured 
he will not return it in the manner you have 
done. I fend you back your letter, and with it 
this advice, — to be more wary for the future 
how too good an opinion of yourſelf tempts you 
to miſtake pity for love, left you convert the on 
into contempt, inſtead of inſpiring the leaſt ſhare 
of the other. — I am pretty conhdent your ob- 
ſet vation of this rule will be of ſingular uſe to 2 

( Nan 
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man of your way of thinking, and is the laſt act 
of charity you mult ever expect from mage 
| ASTREA, 


EPISTLE XLVII. 


From PHILENIA to the Reverend Doctor * * , | 
aſſuring him ſhe was a true penitent; acquaint- 
ing bim with the means of her converſion, and 


bejeeching his aſſiſtance to ſirengthen her pious re- 


lution. 
Reverend Sr, 7 | EM i 24-4 
2 TOOK the liberty of intreating a viſit 
Z from you;—I own it was with good 
reaſon you reſuſed, - you thought it 
would ill become a perſon of your cha- 
racter to be ſeen with one of mine : — Oh had the 
beginning of my fin been thus diſcouraged, I had 
not ſhamefully perſevered in it ſo many years; 
but alas ! bold and public 2s it was, no one of 
all my boaſted friends were kind enough to repre- 
ſent it to me in its true colours. —I was ſtil} flat- 
texed, — {ti]] carreſſed, —and however - cenſured 
and contemned*in private, found nothing but 
love and reſpect in public. Pernicious com- 
plaiſance] that makes no diſtinction between 
vice and virtue, in perſons of my rank; as if title 
gave a ſanction to iniquity, and the mean- born 
were the only ſinners.— But my long blinded 
eyes at laſt are open, I ſec the odiouſneſs of my 
crime; and this unhappy wretch, who ſcarce a 
week ago merited only your ſevereſt diſpleaſure, 
has now a claim both to your care and 22 
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This, fir, 1 hope you will acknowledge, when 
I confeſs to you, to what a ſuperlative height of 
wickedneſs I was arrived, when heaven was 
pleaſed to bring about my converſion by the 
moſt extraordinary means. 


Ir was but laſt Thurſday I was at the maſquz- 
rade with Adraſius ; he came home with me, and 
after two or three hours given to repoſe, paſſed 
the day, as he had done the night, in revels, de- 
fying equally the cenſure of mankind, and the 
wrath of heaven. — We were at ſupper when one 
of his domeſtics, who always knew where to find 
him, came and acquainted him that his wife was 
then in the agonies of death, and beggedl to take 
her laſt farewell. Ph, cryed he, 6 has been 


the trick twenty times within theſe two months, (for 


fo long had the been judged paſt recovery by her 
phyſicians,) but go bome, added he, careleſſy, 7 
ſhall come preſently. When the fellow was gone, 
I ridiculed the promiſe be had given, pretended to 
reſent it, told him I had depended on his com- 
pany the whole night, put in practice all the arts 
of the moſt infamous of my ſex, in order to detain 
him; for indeed I took an impious pride in 
triumphing over the virtuous tenderneſs of the 
woman whole rites I invaded. — He yielded tomy 
preſſures, left me not till morning, nor then till 
I had exacted a promiſe from him of returning 
the ſame evening. — T he hour in which Iexpected 
him being elapſed, I grew impatient at the delay, 
and ſome time after ſent a footman to him, with 
orders to tell kim, I muſt needs ſee him; but 
the fellow returned with news that his lady lying 
then dead in the houſe, Adra/tus could not be 
fpoke with by any body. — This, though I looked 
upon as meer matter of form, I was may 
100 
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brook, and went myſelf the next day, reſolving, 
to upbraid him for not breaking through ſuch an. 


_ jofignificant rule of behaviour, when he could. 


not be ignorant I ſhould reſent his obſerving it.— 
] had been ſo accuſtomed to run in a free manner 
up into his drefling-room, that I little expected 
any rebuff in doing ſo now, and was equally ſur- 
prized as enraged, when his valet de chambre 
met me at the top of the ſtair-caſe, and defired I 
would not inſiſt on going any farther, for his 
lord had commanded him to let no body, parti- 
cularly myſelf, be admitted to him, In the wild- 
neſs of my paſſion at that time, it is much to be 
wondered at, that I did not force my paſſage in 
ſpite of all he could have done to prevent it, but 
| contented; myſelf with railing o loud that J 
knew he muſt hear me, till I was. quite out of 
breath, and at laſt returned home with an inten- 
tion to write all that the fury of a diſappointed 
woman could inſpire. But I had not time to vent 
half the anguiſh of my ſoul in this only way I hac 
to do it, when a ſervant from Adraſtus brought a 
billet ia which I found theſe words. 


Madam, 


« I am ſorry to hear that an ungovernable 
e paſſion has tranſported you to a behaviour 
* which ſo much expoſes both of us; though, 
* alas! that was but too much done before: 
4 I beg, however, that for the future you will 
* forbear either coming or ſending to my houſe, 
« Iowe too much to the memory of the perſon 
* now lying dead before me, probably through 
* the deep ſenſe ſhe had of my ingratitude, ever 
Ito ſee a perſon more for whoſe fake I have 
* rendered myſelf the worſt of men, —I am now 
convinced there is an eternity which will be 

„ dreadful 


as. ith. i 
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c dreadful to both you and me, if we do not 
«© endeavour by our future conduct to atone 
<< for the errors of the paft: — Think not more 
„ therefore of me, but with that horror, I ſhall 
do of you. —Farewell for ever in this world, 
« may heaven forgive and receive us in the 
66 next. d N . : 
ADRasTvus,” 


As I have begun my confeſſion, reverend and 
worthy ir, I ſhall go through it, even to the 
laying open what paſſed in the moſt vile and hid- 
den receſs of my ſoul.— was ſo far from bei 
touched with this remonſtrance, that after hav- 
ing torn it in pieces, I burſt into execrations 
inſt him, the world, and, in my impious 
rage, ſpared not even heaven itſelf ; —I ſcarce 
remember the words I made uſe of, but know. 
they were ſuch as I ſhould tremble to repeat, and 
would be too ſhocking for you to be told come 
out of the mouth of a woman of my birth and 
education. —I raved till I was half dead; — ! fell 
into fits, in which condition the fellow left me 
to the care of my woman; — I continued by in- 
tervals the whole remainder of the day, in 2 
condition little different from death; fo ſtrongly 
do the pernicious paſſions work on a mind not 
fortified by religious maxims.— Phyſicians were 
ſent for, but I would take nothing of their pre- 
ſcriptions, well knowing my diſtemper was be- 
yond their art. — I was put to bed, and two per- 
fons ſat on each fide, watching every breath ! 
drew: — Sleep for a long time was a ſtranger to 
my eyes; but at length I fell into a kind of ſlum- 
ber, more dreadful by far than all my waking 
viſions.— thought the ſhade of my deceaſed 
lord ſtood full before me, and in a diſmal voice 


cryed 


— 4 DY ow — £ Ofon> _ „ ww 


— 1 


ed 4 — > 11 om — 


a ra os os «e en dat oor” is ec Rn a. 


9 x 


EeisT. xlviii. for LADIES. 185 


eryed out, -- repent, repent, or for all theſe things 
the Lord will bring thee into judgment. Oh | how 
{all I deſcribe the terrors in which I ſtarted up 
—and full awake, demanded of my attendants 
what they had ſeen; they anſwered, nothing, and 
begged me to compoſe myſelf; —I did fo, but 
{ill methought I heard the doleful accents :— 
Stung by the reſentments of conſcience, I could 
not reſt; the recollection of a huſband who 
gave me every proof of tender love while he lived, 


| and enriched me at his death, whoſe memory I 


had thus diſhonoured, haunted my ſoul; — in vain 
I ſought to fly from myſelf. — I was all horror 
and confuſion, yet far from that true ſorrow, 
which could give the leaſt claim to mercy. —I 
looked on mytelf as the moſt forlorn and wretched 
creature in the world, yet had not a ſufficient 
hatred of the crime which has made me ſo, and 
I cyen then had ſenſe enough to know, 


That while our former flames remain within, 
| Repentance is but want of pawer to ſin. 


Bur, thank heaven, my heart was ſoon after 
touched with a more ſenfble remorſe. —I re- 
ceived a ſecond billet from Adraftus, wherein he 
acquainted me that his wife expired in about an 
hour after he came home ; that ſhe retained her 
ſenſes to the laſt moment, and amidſt the ago- 
nies of her diſſolution, expreſſed herſelf to him 
in ſuch tender terms, that he could not avoid 
being greatly affected with them; but that which 
compleated his converſion was a letter ſhe had 
wrote to him, and ordered ſhould be delivered 
to him, as ſoon as ſhe was dead : — This letter, 
he ſaid, had brought him to a juſt ſenſe of his 
paſt folly, and he therefore = 57 4" it to me, 

| hoping 
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hoping it would have the ſame effect on me, af. 

during me at the fame time, that to avoid 21 
future temptations on my ſcore, he was reſolved 
to leave England in a few days. 


"THINK not, dear fir, that my contrition i; 
leſs ſincere becauſe Adro/tus had the advantage 
of leading me the way ;—no, he. was firk 
aſhamed of his error, only becauſe he was fir} 
convinced of the enormity of it; and were he 
to relapſe and turn apoſtate to thoſe ſacred prin- 
ciples, of which all his behaviour aſſures me he 
is now become a faithful diſciple, and ſhould 
again tempt me with all thoſe undoing arguments 
that won me to ſhame, and even to glory in that 
ſhame, I ſhould now deteſt, ſhould hate him 

more than I ever loved, O be aſſured that my 
penitence is real and unfeigned, — let your ſacred 
admonitions confirm it in my ſoul. J am ſome- 
times tempted to think my crime beyond forgive- 
neſs, —at others to ſeek excuſes for it, and lay the 


blame on nature, the merits of my undoer, and 


the example of others: Shield me I beſeech you 
from the two extremes of defparr and preſump- 
tion: Teach me, alaſs! too much a ſtranger to 
each ſacred rite, in what manner I ſhall direct 
my prayers, ſo as to hope they may be received 
at the throne of mercy : —Inftruct me by what 
mortification of the ſenſes I may atone for the 
error of having indulged them to ſuch a guilty 
exceſs. —Be aſſured I will obey your precepts, 
and treaſure them in my heart as the words of 2 
deſcending angel: — Methinks even now I find 
fome conſolation in the confeffion I have made 
you, —a gleam of joy darts through my benight- 
ed foul; the proſpect before me is enlightened, 
the gloomy horrors vaniſh, and peace, a bea- 


venly 
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venly peace, ſucceeds the late diſtracting images 
that floated in my tormented-brain ;—Something 
ſeems to tell me, I cannot have finned paſt the 
power of infinite mercy to forgive ; — that, 


True repentance never comes too late; 
As ſon as born, ſhe makes herſelf a ſhroud, 
The weeping Mantle of a fleecy cloud; 
And fwift as thought, ber airy journey takes, 
Her hand, head n' azure gate, with trembling 
rikes ; 
She tells her flary in ſo ſad à tone, 51 
That angels ſtart from bliſs, and give a groan, 
Repentance binds even th Almighty's arms, } 
And ere her fighs and prayers, thoſe las 
charms, 
Of all his thunders his right-hand difarms ; 
Her power can ſentenc d criminals reprieve, 
Fudgment arreft, and bid the rebel live. 


As I am too well convinced of zeal and 
piety to doubt that any thing will prevent your 
ſeeing me, but the fears of my being incorri- 
gible, I flatter myſelf what I have now faid will 
make you entertain a more favourable opinion ;— 
it is you, and only ſuch as you, ſhall henceforth 
be my companions, while I attend the awful 
ſummons to everlaſting happineſs or miſery ; be- 
lieve me, therefore, reverend and worthy fir, 


The truly penitent, 


PrILENIA, 
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From EUPHROSINE to a lady, who was inconſ1- 

labltthrough the fears that her huſhand's having 


loft his election for a ſeat in parliament, woull 


inder their coming to town fo ſoon as ſhe deſired, 
Dear madam, 85 
AM ſorry to find by yours, that fir 


— 


Tpbomas has loſt his election, becauſe ! 
| £7 verily believe the Want of him in par- 
Wee liament is a misfortune to the nation; 
but I cannot ſay that I think it ought to be a ſub- 
ject of mortification to you on any other ac- 
count; and am ſurprized you ſhould treat it as 
ſuch. For heaven's ſake ! What other advan- 
tage than the pleaſure of ſerving his country, can 
a worthy honeſt man propoſe to himſelf, for all 
the fatigue he goes through in his attendance.— 
I am pretty confident he is entirely eaſy under 
the diſappointment, and the reaſon you give for 
not being ſo yourſelf, ſeems altogether incon- 
ſiſtent with your former diſpoſition. You tell 
me, you are under moſt terrible apprehenſuons tat 
you ſhall not came to town ſo ſoon as you expected, — 
that you are quite fick of the country, and all that i 
in it; and ſhall certainly die of the vapours, if con- 


fined there after Michaelmas is paſt. — How dif- 


ferent is this language from that you made uſe of, 
when you firſt went to take poſſeſſion of your 
country ſeat ; you then called it the garden of 
Eden, a bower of bliſs, a fit receptacle for angels; 
the houſe, the gardens, the park, exceeded »p 


fardon me when I ſay, a mind that can fo ſoon 
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that your moſt luxuriant fancy could have in- 
venced ; you ſaid, the ſociety of the gentry was 
noleſs agreeable to you, than the place itſelf ; — 
that you found every thing there that could com- 
pleat felicity; never wiſhed to quit, and dreaded 
nothing ſo much as being obliged to exchange it 
for this noiſy town, though but for a few months ; 
you paſſed great part of the laſt winter there, and 
expreſſed no leſs a reliſh for the pleaſures the 
country afforded in that ſeaſon, than thoſe of the 
ſummer : — Now, all at once, every thing is in - 
ſpid, iræſome; yet you aſcribe no cauſe for this 
ſudden diſguſt. The air you acknowledge agrees 
with you, — every one continues to treat you 
with the ſame. civihties with which at firſt you 
ſeemed ſo well pleaſed ; —the change therefore 
muſt be in yourſelf, —but take care, my dear 
friend, how you give way to ſuch viciſſitudes of 
8 like, and diſlike, without being 
able to account wherefore we do fo, is a diſpo- 
ſtion dangerous to be indulged, and you muſt 


be cloyed and weary of any one thing it has been 
vehemently fond of, may in time become lick of 
zvery thing. — Conſider the conſequence your 
friends will draw from this variable diſpoſition : 
they will fear that there can be no firm depen- 
dance on the profeſſions of eſteem or love from a 
perſon of this humour. I place ſo great a part 
of my happineſs in thoſe you have favoured me 
with, that you muſt not wonder if labour all 1 
can to keep you from entertaining a propenſity, 
which may ſome time or other probably break 
thoſe bonds of amity by which we have been fo 
long united, | oh 


Tnar you may not however imagine what I 
urge 
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urge on this ſcore, is entirely dictated by ſelf. 
intereſt, I would ſain periwade, you to 'cxamine 
a little into your heart, to conſider from wheneer 
this change of mind proceeds, and to what im- 
prudent ſteps it may lead you. —I am very cer- 
tain, if you do, you will find it ns leſs to your 
own adyantage, Gon that of your acquaintance, 
that you ſhould return to your former way of 
thinking. How happy is the ſituation of a perſon 
whoſe. thoughts' are continually roving, who 
wanders from one, inclination to another, yet 
finds nothing ſatisfactory. — This changeable 
temper is the fountain of unhappineſs. —They 
who cannot find eaſe under the bett circumſtances 
their fortune will admit of, would not be happy 
under any givencircumitances whatſoever ; their 
wiſhes: of jJomewhat more, would make them 
inſenſible of the bleſſings they poſſeſt. - We 
ſhould therefore ſtudy to be content, if it were 
only to enjoy what we have. —By proper means 
to enlarge our ſcheme of life, and gratify every 
reaſonable. wiſh, is laudable z otherwiſe it is in- 
conſiſtent with that diſcretion which becomes 
your character, and conſtitutes the good wife. 
Permit your friend to chide you on this ſub- 
ject; — Suffer not your huſband's diſappointment 
to be made more uncafy to him, by your abhor- 
rence of the country where he chooles to reſide. 
— You liked it, you extolled this retirement 
once. Guard againſt this changeableneſs of 
temper I conjure you; —the diftemper is but 
now beginning to creep on you; —exert all your 
reaſon — Ne ſenſe to 8 it from ality 
too faſt; a hold; be aſſured tae fame caprice 
which e your reliſh tor the pleaſures you 
were ſo lately charmed with, will, in a 2 
ent ami nen 300] 4510 140% ben 
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ort ſpace of time, equally deſtroy it for all 
gacrs jucceſſively; and then I fee no difference - - 
between ſuch a condition, and that of the moſt. 

abject creature upon earth: This perhaps may 
make you ſtart; but pray, is not, to be incapa- 
ble by our unhappy circumſtances of attaining 
what are called the bleſſings of lite, or to be ca- 
pable by our own ſullenneſs of temper of enjoy-- 
ig them, when in our power, much the ſame 
thing, except that thoſe unhappy perſons of the 


firmer claſs deſerve our pity, the latter our reproach! 


Is not the miſer, who ſtarves amidſt the heaps 


of gold, as much a wretch as he who ſtarves 
for want of it? 


Bur I am willing to hope the apprehenſions 

] am under on this ſcore are without foundation; 
that it was a momentary effect of the ſpleen, 
which alone occaſioned your writing to me in the 
manner you did, and that by this time you are 
of ſound mind, and laugh at all the trouble I have 
taken in this admonition. — If the cold fit, how- 
crer, ſhould return, you cannot be too much 
prepared to reſiſt it, and therefore by way of an- 
tidote, encloſe you a letter I received the other 
day from Dione, who, you will find, is far gone 
in the diſeaſe, and I ſhould ſet her down among 
the number of incurables, if the ſenſibility ſhe 
nas of her condition did not give me ſome hopes; 
—fince ſhe does me the honour to take me for a 
quack, I talk in the language of one; but ſhall 
in my own proper ſphere ſincerely rejoice if my 
preſcriptions have any effect on you, and that 
you do not betray the leaſt ſymptom of a relapſe 
in your next letter, which f aſſure you I ſhall 
unpatiently expect, and am, madam, 5 
Your real friend and humble ſervant, 

F EvUPHROSINE 
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L Encliſed in the foregoing ] 


From Dioxg to EuPHRosINE, complaining 4g 
ber want of reliſh fer any of the pleaſures if 
this life, and deſiring ſbe would give her a rej; 

to rethify the over great delicacy which accu. 
ſioned it. | 


Dear creature, | 1 


INT ENDE D to have waited on you 
” laſt night, but was prevented by 
croud of people who came in, and 

0 dragged me with them to take the air 
upon the river. — A barge of muſick followed; 
they ſaid the hands were good, and the tunes 
they played well choſen; every body at leaſt 
ſeemed pleaſed with them, and equally delighted 
to ſee the beams of the declining ſun play on the 
water; — but, good lord, what novelty was in 
all this! — how eaſy are ſome people charmed 
— We landed, and juſt ſtepped into Ranelagh 3 
we paſled by, —all the world was there, both 
the great vulgar, and the ſmall, as the inimitable 
Congreve ſays, but no new faces did I fee ;—the 
rotund was as hot as an oven, ſo we did not t:y 
a moment there. As we looked into the gardens 
ſome of the company were admiring how the 
trees were grown fince laſt ſeaſon, as if that 
were a thing to be wondered at: We returned 
to our barge and fat cooped up till paſt ten, then 
went to a houſe on the Surry fide, where an 
entainment was provided for us; our _ 
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landed at the fame time we did, played all the 
time we were at ſupper :— The moon ſhone 
yery bright as we came back, and the firmament 
was clear; this afforded ſo much matter of plea- 
{re to ſome among us, that I was two or three 
times tempted to aſk them if this was the firſt 
fine night they had ever ſeen in their lives. My 
complaiſance, however, kept me ſilent on that 


head, but I could not forbear ſmiling within 
myſelf at their ſtupidity. 


BuT notwithſtanding the contempt I have for 
people of this turn of mind, I envy the happi- 
reſs they enjoy: —I remember, that when I was 
very young, and was allowed the diverſions of 
the town but ſeldom, I was tranſported with 
every thing I faw ; now, I can find no one thing 
capable of giving me the leaſt pleaſure; the 
hneſt airs in an opera only make my head ake ; 
—comedy is inſipid, and tragedy gives me the 
ſpleen; the formalities of the drawing-room 
fatigue me z— dancing is too robuft ; —cards I 
am weary of after three deals; in the mall T am 
either poifoned with ill breaths, or ſuffocated 
with perfumes ;z—a maſquerade is deteſtable: 
—In = all thoſe things which I ſee others run 
mad after, are to me not only taſteleſs, but 
diſagreeable, and I begin to think the world a 
lad place, and that Lucretius had a juſt notion of 


it, when he ſays, 


Where we but tread one dull perpetual round, 

Never ftrike out but beat the former ground, 

And the ſame nauſeous joys in the ſame track 
are found. | | 


And yet one muſt live here, heaven knows 
Vox. I. E how 


irn dos 


how long, perhaps till we grow ſo old and ugly 
that our own lap- dogs will be frighted at us. [f 
O ie could therefore bring ones ſelf to like a little 
wv hat falls in one's way, it would be better ;— 
but I have the misfortune, I may juſtly call it ſo, 
ſince I came to any judgment of things, to ſee 
too plainly into the worthleſſneſs of them, and 
cannot help being chagrined at what the folly of 
mankind preſents as objects of delight; — nay, 
d eſpiſe and nauſeate them, the more becauſe [ 
ſee others pleaſed with them. In fine, my dear, 
it is an over delicacy of taſte, which will not 
ſuffer me to take any ſatisfaction in thoſe diver- 
ſions, amuſements, or whatever they are called, 
which ſo much engroſs the attention of moſt of 
my acquaintance.— I wiſh it were otherwiſe, 
and unleſs there were ſomething more to enter- 
tain me, than any thing I can find; that TI had 
ideas of pleaſure leſs nice and refined ; for as it 
is, I am perfectly ſicx of my being, and ready 
to accuſe Providence of injuſtice for placing me 
in an orb to which I have a nature ſo little 
adapted. 


Tou have the character of a woman of wit, 
my dear, and no body can be more ready to 
{ubſcribe to that opinion than myſelf ; yet I have 
een you highly diverted with objects inſipid to 
me, and ſmiling at circumſtances and everts 
which made "me miſerable. — For heaven's fake, 
how do you preſerve that eternal gaiety amicit 
ſo many ſcenes of perplexity | — They ſay, there 
are cures for all diſeaſes of the body, why net 
of the mind alſo ? If there be a recipe, you mu!! 
infallibly be miſtreſs of it, and it would be cha- 
rity in you to communicate it to one, Wh9 


wauld fain regulate a nicety, ſo deſtructive of — 


— 
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the pleaſures of life. You have been as many 
years as I havein the world, have ſeen as much of 
its variety, yet can contentedly run them all over 
and over again, and ſeem untired, unſatiated 
with them: — The opera, the play, the park, 
the country, the town, afford you, in their turns, 
2 perpetual round of ſatisfactory amuſements; 
could I have a relifh for any one of them, I 
ſhould not be ſo unhappy as I am: —I aſſure 
jou, I am paſſionately deſirous of reforming this 
diſpoſition ; I never am told of any new pleaſure, 
without running to partake of it, and ſtill flatter 
myſelf that I fhall find ſomething there, capable 
of entertaining me, ; 

; 


For till I think an abſent bleſſing beſt, 
IWhich clays,” and is no bleſſing when poſſeſt. 


As I would therefore be glad to exchange all 
my delicacy, for a part of your chearfulneſs and 
good humour, I be — will put me in a way 
of taking things as I find them, and not to be 
continually ſeeking after thoſe that are not to be 
found in nature: — Teach me how I may render 
ſolitude agreeable, and how to forbear being 
lick of all the company I come into; in a word, 
how I may be a little more like other people, for 
at preſent I can join with the world in no one 
tling but being, my dear Eupbroſine, 


Your admirer and friend, 


K 2 EPISTLE 
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EPISTLE II. 


From ASTREA to her uncle, who had blamed her 
' for an exceſs of liberality. 


SHOULD be extremely ſorry and 
> aſhamed to have given the leaſt cauſe 
for an accuſation of profuſeneſs, on 
any other ſcore than that you are pleaſed 
to mention; or even on this, if the liberalities 
you condemn with ſo much ſeverity, were of 
any prejudice to thoſe whom I know it is my duty 
to have the firſt in my thoughts : But, Sir, [ 
beg you will inform me if any ſuch ſtand in need 
of my aſſiſtance, for I proteſt I know of none 
that do; and if once made ſenſible there are 
| ſuch perſons, they may be certain of receiving 
all che relief that my reaſon tells me their cir- 
cumſtances require, or my ability can beſtow; 
but till I am convinced there are wants among 
my own family, permit me I beſeech you to 
fearch out thoſe of others. — The Munificent 
Diſpenſer of all bleſſings has given a more than 
ſufficiency for the ſupport of his creatures, and if 
happen to be poſſeſt of a greater ſhare of the 
oods of fortune than many others are, am J, 
Fre the miſer, to hoard up wealth, while tho, 
who by nature have an equal title, pine for my 
| ſuperfluity ! —Are we not all born with the ſame 
appetites ? Are not the pooreſt wretches, who 
beg my charity, endued with the ſame faculties 
of taſting and ſmelling as myſelf ? — Are n_ 
< | equal 


- 
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equally ſuſceptible of cold and hunger ? And has 
not the priſoner as juſt a ſenſe of the ſweets of 
liberty, as I can have? In fine, are they not, 
however diſtreſſed and abject, born citizens of 
the world, and conſequently have a right to find 
ſubſiſtence in it? 


Bur you ſay, Sir, that I am fo fond of ſquan- 
dering my income, as you term it, that I take 
pains to hunt after people to receive it, without 
waiting till my bounty is petitioned for: — This 
is certainly true, for why ſhould I give a ſhock, 
where I mean to confer an obligation ? — Thoſe 
who do good actions after much. ſolicitation, and 
merely becauſe they are teized into them, deſtroy 
all the merit of the deed, both in the eye of hea- 


ven, and thoſe to whom the long-clenched hand 


at laſt is open: — Beſides, J have often obſerved, 
that they who moſt deſerve our compaſſion, are 
the leaſt capable of aſking it; and what a plea- 
lure is it to unveil the concealed ſcenes of miſery, 
and contribute as much as is in our power to 
make the unhappy ſufferer leſs ſenſible of the in- 
juitice of fortune! What joy can an affluence of 
wealth beſtow, which can come in any degree of 
compariſon with that, which flows from draw- 


ing modeſt merit out of that obſcurity, which 


poverty is ſure to cloud it with? — What fatis- 
faction fo refined and permanent as to ſurprize a 
worth perſon into happineſs, and give a new life 
of gladneſs to expiring hope? 


I do aſſure you, Sir, I take all the care I can 
© confer the ſmall favours in my power, on 
ſuch who not only appear to me in the greateſt 
neceſſity, but alſo on- ſuch, who, on account 
ef their good qualities, are moſt deſerving of my 

— regard: 
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regard: Thoſe whom heaven has diſtinguiſhed 
by any extraordinary talents, have an undouhted 
title to the love and reſpect of their fellow-mor. 
tals; and how 1s it poſſible either to love or re- 
ſpcct ſincerely, without giving ſuch marks of it 
25 their circumitances molt require. 


_ . Tae apprehenſion Mr. ** & tells me you 

zre under, of my being reduced, by my libera- 
Jities to others, to ſtand in need of ſupport my. 
ſelf one day, is very obliging, as I hope this con- 
cern rather proceeds from a parental tenderneſs 
than any other motive, and I am therefore oblig- 
ed in gratitude to remove theſe fears, by aſſuring 
you, that I have too much juſtice in my nature 
io rob the perſon who comes after me of any 

part of his birth- right. My ſteward can inform 
you, I have neither fold nor mortgaged a fingle 
acre of my lands, and content mylelf with dil- 
poſing the annual rents of them in ſuch a man- 
ner as is moſt pleaſing to myſelf. —T live no way 
beneath my rank; my houle, my equipage, my 
table, my apparel, are all ſuch as might be ex- 
pected from a woman of the fortune I am known 
to enjoy, but then I am an occonomiſt in thele 
articles: I take care to have enough, and not 
too much of any thing ; and buying with ready 
money, am ſure of neither being impoſed on, 
nor ill ſerved by my tradeſmen : But, Sir, the 
method I take for enabling me to do thoſe acts of 
charity you have been told of, is by avoiding all 
expenſive pleaſure: By never going to cout, | 
fave at leaſt three birth-day ſuits in a year; and 
the ſums I muſt ſubmit to the chance of lofing or 
being cheated of, if I were a lover of gaming, 
ſupply the neceſſities of many a perſon in diftrels. 
hy this method I aſpire at being in the 25 
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of Providence to them, and #ezp myſelf unſpotted 
fram the world. Lg: 3 TRICE CCI 

I NEVER can be brought to think we are born 
fr ourſelves: Not only revealed religion, but 
morality, and the laws of ſociety, enjoin a mutual 
good-will to each other, and a ſympathizing 
with the ſeveral wants, to which human nature 
is liable: Some ſtand in need of our purſe; 
ſome of our advice; ſome to be inſtructed in thoſe 
things which a narrow education has denied 
them; and none certainly can pretend to ſay, 
that all theſe acts of benevolence are not the duty 
of every one to whom God has given the power, 
25 a very excellent living poet tells us, 


All avarice but that of time is fin. 


YeT ſome people contrive to laviſh both 
time and money too, in ways which, without 
being of ſervice to others, bring on themſelves. 
reproach, and deſtruction of health, reputation, 
peace of mind, and whatever ought to be dear 
and valuable in this world, if not their hopes of, 
eternal happineſs in the next. 


I FLATTER myſelf, Sir, the account I have 
given you, will convince you I am no prodigal,, 
nor have any way forfeited the claim my birth- 
right gives me to your affection, being deſirous 
of nothing more than to prove myſelf, with the- 
moſt dutiful reſpect and veneration, 


Vour moſt obedient neice, 
AsTREA. 
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Book IV, 


PE STE. 
From Hiitaria to Clio, accuſing herſelf of the 


want of power to think fo ſeriouſly as ſhe imagined 
he ought to do on death. * N 


MONG all the ſelf-evident contradic- 
tions in human nature, there is nothi 
ſo amazing as the manner in which we 
treat death: We are in continual ap- 

prehenſions for our ſick friends, yet never reflect 

how very poſſible it is we may be ſnatched away 
before them. — We lament over them when 
dead, but remember not that we may not ſurvive 
their funerals, In fine, we behave as if we thought 
every one mortal but ourſelves :— Nor are we 
lulled in this ſecurity only while youth continues, 
the ſtupefaction remains on us even to extreme 
old age, and people of ninety-nine receives the 
fiat of their diſſolution with no leſs ſurprize than 
terror. — Yet that we all muſt die one time or 
other is a truth obvious to the moſt ignorant, as 
well as moſt knowing ; neither one nor the other, 


however, ſeem to think of it as might be expect- 


ed; and it is this unacquaintance with our fate, 
Which renders it ſo dreadful on a near approach. 
— ] would fain methinks familiarize myſelf with 
the king of terrors, in order to receive him with 
leis ſhock : —I endeavour every night to reflect 
that the ſleep I am going to take may be my laſt, 
and when I awake in the morning, that numbers 
= young and healthy as myſelf will never = the 
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ſetting ſun: That I cannot be aſſured I may not. 
de one of them; yet, in ſpite of all I can do, 
theſe ſerious thoughts vaniſh like a vapour, are 
immediately loſt amidſt a crowd of others, and, 


25 Shakeſpear ſays, 
Diſſalyd, and gone beyond the clouds. 


SOME alterations in my houſe, my furniture, 
my cloaths, my jewels, come into my head, and 
though I know not but I may be paſt the uſe of 
them to-day, am contriving what I will have done: 
to-morrow. 


Lord! of what uſe is all our boaſted reaſon; 
when it will not enable one to command one's. 
own thoughts! — I haunt the tombs in Vaſimin- 
fer abbey, as aſſiduouſly as if I were already a. 
ghoſt, and condemned to the mortification of 
viewing the wretched remains of my former ſelf: 
There I examine what the marble tells me of 
the gay and great, and anſwer with. the poet,, 
the inſcriptions J ſee on it, | 


Here lies th illuſtrious, —falſe marble, where ?' 
Nothing but rottenneſs and duſt is there. 


VET I no ſooner quit this awful ſcene, than 
ſome viſit yet unreturned comes acroſs. my 
thoughts _—_ direct my chair thither in a great 
hurry, and perhaps agree to make one in a party 
A which engroſſes the beſt part of the 
night. 


A FEw days ago, whether through the heat 
of the weather, or drinking my hyſon-tea more 
ſtrong than ordinary, or I know not to what 

KS. _ cauſe 
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cauſe to impute it, I was ſeized with a ſudden 


ſwimming in my head, a violent palpitation of 


my heart, and a ſtrange confuſion through every 
part: — I thought myſelf dying, and the horrors 
that I felt in that apprehenſion are not to be con- 


ceived, much leſs deſcribed; yet the fit went off, 


and with it all my terrors. I was engaged that 
ſame evening to the maſquerade, and all that 
was paſt was leſs remembered than a dream: 
Is not this unaccountable, my dear Clio, that 
what is fo neceſſary to be thought on, in ſpite of 
all our efforts, flies from us, and is not to be 
brought back upon our minds without the inter- 
poſition of ſome accident unſought by us? —1 
ſhould not have been juſt now in the humour [ 
am, but wanting ſomething to amuſe me, I took 
up Otway's Horace, and happened to open the 
book, where the firſt thing that ſtruck my eyes 
was, | 


Though we each day with coft repair, 

Death mocks our greateſt ſkill, and utmo/? care; 
Nor loves the fair, nor fears the ſtrong, 

And they that live tbe longeſt, die but young. 


Lou cannot imagine hew much this ſudden 
and unexpected memento has ſtruck me :—1 


ede inevitable froke 


were already given, and I were this inſtant quit- 
ting all the dear delights of life, and launching 
into a world unknown: — The impreſſion is in- 
deed very ſtrong, but yet I will not pretend to 
ſay how long it will laſt with me, becauſe on a 
thouſand occaſions I have felt the ſame, and been 
as oſten diverted from it on the moſt trivial ob- 
ject imervening. 54 $4 Ls 
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WoULD to heaven it were in my power either 
not to think of death at all, or that I could ac- 
cuſtom myſelf to think ſo much of it, as to re- 
gard it with the ſame indifference I do other 
things common to nature: — I know it is no 
leſs fo. than any of them; but the world, and the 
attachments I have to it, will not ſuffer me to 
reap the leaſt benefit from this knowledge; I eaſily. 
perceive I ſhall never be able to conquer the 
horrors I feel at the thoughts of being no more, 
and that I ſhall make a very fooliſh figure in my. 
laſt moments, —- what muſt be, however will be, 
till then, believe me, | 

My dear Clio, ſincerely yours, 
11:5, 25: AAEBLARIA. 


"4 
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E PIs T LE III. 
[ The Auſiuer.] 


Frim CLIO to HILLARIA, condemning the manner 
in which ſhe reſtected an death, and attempting to 
direct her to a method more likely. to make the 
thoughts of it leſs alarming, 


My dear HIiLLARIA, | 


> DOUBT not, but as you yourſelf - 
Z imagined, you are by this time in a 
humour quite different from that in 
which you. wrote to me; however, as 
you are ſo deſirous of indulging the thoughts of 
mortality, this will be far from driving them out 
of your head: — I would have you think on 
death, but not a you ſeem to 2 
or 


for that is not the way ever to render his ap- 
proach leſs formidable ; and you would much 
ſooner loſe your ſenſes in the apprehenſion, than 
he any part of his terrors. —T'o be continuall 
meditating. on death, meerly as death,. would be 
not to enioy life, and not only. deprive us of all 
the bleſſings annexed to it, but allo render us in- 
capable of anſwering the ends for which: it was 
given :—Lave and friendſhip would be extinct; 
we ſhould become unſociable gloomy creatures, 
and go mopeing about the world, as actually loſt 
to it, as if already ſhut up in a vault:— IL would, 
therefore, have you, my dear Hlillaria, to look 
beyond the grave; and bend your mind not on 
the journey,. but the „age to which it will conduct 
you ; the thoughts of a glorious immortality will 
render. the way thither, rather pleaſing than. the: 
eontrary, even though the paſſage ſhould happen 
to be alittle rugged. 


NaTuRe, it is certain, has implanted in us 2 
horror at the thoughts of diſſolution, otherwiſe 
there are ſome ſort of calamities to be foundin 
the world, which might tempt thofe who labour 
under them, to take improper methods. for flying 
from it before their time, and impiouſly antici- 
pate the wil] of heaven. That this natural timi- 
dity is difficult to be ſurmounted, I alſo own; 
but as we are told from an unerring mouth, that 
by faith we might remove mountains, ſo a ſtrong 
faith in the bleſſings decreed for us hereafter, will 
certainly remove all thoſe ſuperſtitious apprehen- 
ſions, which ſo much diſtract, the brain, and 
make cowards of us all. A conſciouſneſs of 
having lived in the practice of moral virtue, and 
a ſleady adherence to the precepts of religion, 25 
far, as is conſiſtent with the frailties of human 
| | natule, 
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nature, ought to aſſure us we have nothing to 
fear, and every thing te hope in the regions of 


futurity - 


THE time allotted for our abode on earth is 
fo extremely ſhort, even to thoſe who- live the 
Jongeſt, that we ſhould be very much our own: 
enemies, not to make the moſt of it we- can, 
rather than ſullenly deny ourſelves the good 
things-it preſents, becauſe we know we muff one 
day part with them: — Fhat would be like for- 
bearing to gather a fine flower becauſe its fra- 
grant freſhneſs will decay upon our boſoms. It 
certainly was intended we ſhould indulge our 
ſenſes, as far as virtue and prudence permit, 
with the trifles this world affords ;— T rifles they 
are indeed, but ſuch as are adapted to our paſ- 
ſions and inclinations, and ſuch as, till we be- 
come more refined and ſpiritual, we ſhould be 
miſerable in the want of. 


G1ve over, therefore, my dear Hillaria, fre- 
quenting tombs, and the reliques of the deceaſed; 
— repine not that you muſt one day be as they 
are; but follow Martial's counſel; | 


Be ſatisfy'd, and pleas d with what thou art: 
Aci chearfully and well th allottett part; 

Enjoy the preſent hour, be thankful for the paſt, 

And neither fear, nor wiſh ih approaches of the laſt. 


I HAve no notion that the ftoicks are more 
virtuous than other people, or that the Fryars of 
the order of la Trappe, who ſpend three parts of 
their time in digging their own graves, are bet- 
ter prepared to go into them, than thoſe who 
never once think in what place, or in what man- 
ner, they ſhall be buried. 1 
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I noPE you will not accuſe me of treating ſo 
ſerious a ſubject with an unbecoming levity : 
Whenever I reflect on the tremendous moment, 
Jam ftruck with the moſt reverential awe for 
that Supreme Being of beings, who alone can 
enable me to ſuſtain it without terror, and who 
has put it into. my own power, to make it the 


criſis of everlaſting joy or ſorrow... 


Wx are born heirs of eternity, and ſhould 
conſider that the day of our death will be the day 
of our coming at age to take poſſeſſion of that pa- 
trimony bequezthed to us, by him who redeemed 
the mortgage by his precious blood. A patri- 


mony ſtored with an immenſe profuſion of un- 


conceivable delights— Pleaſures without the 


leaſt alloy! I reaſures which never can di- 


iniſh! 


Where when a thouſand, thouſand years are gone, 
Our bliſs is ſtill the ſame, and ſtill to be begun, 


TnkEsk contemplations will diveſt death of 
the horrors he appears into a mind unarm'd with 
innecence, and undirected by reaſon: As I am 
confident the former has been the conſtant com- 
panion of your life, it only requires you ſhould 

_ exert the latter to make you leſs diſturb'd at the 
thoughts of your on mortality, than of thoſe 
whole friendſhip you would lament the loſs of on 


earth. I am with the utmoſt ſincerity, 
5 Dear Hilaria, 
„ Tours affectionately, 
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EPISTLE LIV. 
From a lady in the country, to her friend in town 3 
ven her an account of a very add accident, that 
; Jad happened in her family, and the” concern [be 


 4was in upon * 


Dear Cl ARIN DA, n | 
28882 HAD. anſwered your obliging letter 
2 ſome poſts ſooner, but for an odd ad- 
e venture which for a time engroſſed my 
W bole attention, and indeed ſtill em- 
ploys great part of it ; Tou may remember 
that in one of my former, I gave 2 an account 
that my woman, who had lived fo long with 
me, had at laſt exchanged a miſtreſs for a maſter, - 
and was married to a neighbouring farmer, and 
that in her place I had taken a young girl of the 
ſteward's recommending, with —— 5 had no 
fault to find, but her being ſo perfectiy well-bred 
genteel, and accompliſhed in every thing, that I 
knew not how to treat her-as a ſervant, or to 
receive from her the offices of one: As I wrote 
however at that time but nene concerning her, 
1 muſt now inform you, that 1 2 per- 
ceiv'd ſome new and amiable qualifications in 
her; and though ſhe behaved herſelf toward me 
with a humility even below her ftation, I could 
never look upon her without ſeeing ſomething, 
which made me imagine ſhe had been more ac- 


cuſtomed to command than obey.— I aſked her 
ſeveral queſtions concerning her parents, and 
wich whom ſhe had been educated; all which I 
SO C 


ould 
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could pn ſhe would gladly have been ex- 
cuſed from anſwer! ; told me in the w 
that ſhe had n orphan very — 5 
and had received what little ſhe was miſtreſs of, 
from a friend of her father's, who was alſo dead: 
— As I was a little ſurprized to find, in one of 
the rank ſhe pretended, accompliſhments ſuch 
as are ſeldom beſtowed but on perſons in high 
life, I examined the ſteward how he became ac- 
uainted with her; on which, he freely con- 
ſeſſed ſhe came quite a ſtranger to his houſe, had 
defired leave to board there, which his wife, be- 
ing charmed with her behaviour at firſt ſight, had 
prevailed on him to grant : — He added, that af- 
ter having been with them about two months, 
ſhe told them ſhe was a friendleſs young crea- 
ture, and could not afford to maintain herſelf in 
the manner the at preſent lived, for any length 
of time, and begged they would as ſoon as op- 
portunity offered recommend her to a ſervice; 
therefore, ſaid he, as your ladyſbip was deſtitute 
a perſon to attend you, and my wife aſſuring me 
was extremely well qualified for t e I ven- 
tured to prefer her, and hope ſhe has dome nothing ts 
forfeit the good” opinion her behaviour, while with 
us, gave me of her. — aſſured him ſo far from it, 
that it was only the imagination that ſhe was 
born to ſomething, beyond what ſhe was wil- 
ling to reveal, that had excited this curioſity in 
me. | | 


 'Inpxrp, dear Clarinda, I muft own to 
you, that I felt an uncommon concern for this 
| 1 ; from her firſt coming to me, 1 
had been perfectly certain in my own mind, 
that ſome extraordinary accident had reduced 
her to the condition of a ſervant ;: but theſe con- 


DDr „ 


„ 
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jectures were entirely confirmed, when on the 
talk of my coming to Landon, as you know 1 
intended, but was diſappointed, ſhe entreated to 
be left behind, ſaying, that as there muſt be a 
perſon to take care of the houſe during my ab- 
ſence, nobody would more faithfully diſcharge 
that truſt, and ſhe would much rather undertake 
it, than go to a place which ſhe pretended did 
not agree with her health ; as I doubted not but 
the true reaſon of this requeſt was to avoid the 
pain it would give her to be ſeen by any one who 
might have known her in a different ſtation, I 
complied with it, not without feeling a very 

at addition to the pity I before had been in- 
— with on her account. 1 


- 


Mx journey to London, however, being put 
off, I could perceive ſhe was extremely reveal 
at it; having been under ſome apprehenſions, 
as ſhe afterwards told me, that I might change 
my mind on reflection, and think the charge 
ſhe requeſted too weighty to be entruſted to one 
of her years, and the little experience I had of 
her; and as ſhe was determined never to ſee 
Landon more, ſhe ſhould then be obliged to quit 
my ſervice, which you will ſee by the ſequel 
would have been a very great mortification to her, 


Tux news of Sir Jahn's having happily ter- 
minated his vexatious chancery ſuit, the con- 
gratulatory letters of my friends upon it, and 
the expectations of ſoon ſeeing a buſband who 
had been abſent from me for near five months, 
put out of my head, however, for a time, all 
thoughts of Ry/enda, for ſo the unfortunate young 
perſon I have all this time been ſpeaking of, is 


iy e LAST 
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LAS week he arrived to my inexpreſſible 
ſatisfaction, as you may believe, and — 
with him a gentleman whom I had never ſeen 
defore, but one with whom he had contracted 
aà very great intimacy during his ſtay in Lond 
mh perſuaded to — Sent — as be 
afterwards told me, in order to alleviate a me- 
lancholly which indeed it was eaſy to perceive, 
even at the firſt ſight, hung heavy on his heart, 
I was too much taken up with my own affairs 

to enquire into thoſe of a ſtranger, nor did Sir 
| 'Fohbn mention any thing farther of the gueſt he 
introduced, than that he was a man of family 
and fortune, and a! i worthy of the civi- 
lities he defired I would treat him with. 


I nad not, indeed, time to aſk many que- 
tions, for the next · morning after their arrival, 
Sir John brought him into my drefling-room ; — 
I was at my toilet, Roſinda was waiting ; after 
paying me the compliments of the time of day, 
he was about to fit down, when turning his 
head to that fide of the room where Roſimnda was 
ſtanding, their eyes met. Ro/enda / cried he, in 
an extaſy of ſurprize and joy, l—by 
what miracle do I find you here, after having, with 
umvearied love, fought you ſo long in vain ? 


-. W1TH theſe words he rather flew than ran 
croſs the room, thinking to take her in his arms, 
but the ſpeed he made was yet too {low to pre- 
vent her from falling on the floor; — the various 
agitations that all at once invaded her tender 
heart (and for which you will hereafter find ſhe 
had but too much cauſe) overwhelmed her ſpi- 
rits, and-threw her into a ſwoon. — T he ago- 
nies he was in to ſee her thus, had — 
LED 6. 


who had been fo ſtruck with her behaviour to- 
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the air of deſperation in them, — Has braven 


mocked me with the ſhadow of happineſs, —ſhewed 
me the adorable Roſinda only to fnatch her from me 
in the inſlant of my joy at finding ber ſaid he, 
and a thoufand other things, which ſhewed the 
extremeſt violence of grief and paſſion. | 


Ir was ſome time before all our endeavours 
could bring her to herſelf ;—but as ſoon as ſhe 
was ſo, O why, Philemon, cried ſhe, why, O 
too generous man! this vaſt profuſion of love and 
fondneſs for à wretch umworthy of your leaſt regard? 
I told you I had mighty reaſons for flying for ever 
from you and all the world ; — could you not believe 
me? — Muft you purſue me here, and drive me 
from the aſylum my kinder fate vouchſafed me? © 


Ir would be too tedious to relate what-paſſe> 
between them, nor, indeed, would my memory 
permit me to do it; fo I ſhall only fay, that on 
his fide all was love and tenderneſs, on her's. 

rief mixed with a kind of horror. Both Sir 
2 and myſelf were in too much conſternation 
to be able to ſay one word to either of them, 
till ſhe, turning her eyes upon me, be par- 
don for the e ſhe had 3 and. 
permiſſion to retire, finding herſelf, the ſaid, 
extremely ill. —I then called ſome of the other 
ſervants to attend her to her chamber, and gave 
orders that ſhe ſhould be waited upon as myſelf, 
have every thing brought to her as ſhe deſired, 
and not be left alone one moment, not knowing 
to what dreadful lengths the emotions ſhe ap- 
peared to be in, might poſſibly tranſport her. 


We then endeavoured to comfort Philemon, 


ward 
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ward him, and the expreſhons ſhe made uſe of 
in recovering from her ſwoon, that he appeared 
more like a itatue than a living man :— The an- 
ſwers he gave us at firſt were a little incoherent, 

et diſcovered there was ſome very great myſtery 
in the affair; — the bottom of which he himſelf 
was ignorant of. When we aſked him any 
thing concerning Raſnda, he begged of us to 
inform him how ſhe came hither. — In fine, 
the diſcourſe that paſſed between us for ſome 
minutes, ſeemed rather the children's play of 
croſi- gugſlions, than the converſation of ſerious 
people ;—at laſt however we began to under- 
ſtand each other better: He found it was not in 
our power to fatisfy his curioſity with what he 
wanted chiefly to know, the motive of Ry/inda's 
behaviour; and after I had related in what man- 
ner ſhe came to my houſe, he recovered temper 
enough to oblige me with her hiſtory, from the 
beginning of her life to that unhappy time, in 
which ſhe became loſt to every one who had 
any knowledge of her, 


HF told us ſhe was the daughter of a 1 
man, whoſe extraction was of the firſt rank 
among the gentry, and allied to ſeveral of the 
nobility, but on the account of ſome misfortunes 
in his family, had been obliged to mortgage 
his eſtate pretty deeply, ſo that at his deceaſe 
Raeſinda, then but ſeven years old, and a bro- 
ther, yet younger than herſelf, were left in 2 
very indifferent condition; his laſt words, how- 
ever, bequeathing them and the care of their 
affairs to the huiband of his wife's ſiſter, they 
were taken into their houſe, and found little 
want of their parents, through the extraordinary 
tenderneſs of both uncle and aunt.— When the 


boy 
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hoy arrived at a proper age, he was ſent to Eton 
{chool, in order to be qualified for Oxford; and. 
Reſmda had maſters to inſtruct her at home, in 
all the uſeful and polite accompliſhments of her 
ſex. | 


The firſt time, ſaid he, with a deep ſigh, that 
7 ſaw Roſinda, was at the opera, ſhe was then about 
fifteen, and appeared fo beautiful, that from that 
mftant I concerved a paſſion for her, which can ne- 
ver end but with my life: — A gentleman, who hap- 
pened to be with me, knew her, he gave me the par- 
ticulars concerning her family and affairs as I have 
related them to you, and on my entreating that favour 

him, introduced me the ne::t day to her uncle and 
aunt : This ſecond ſight 75 the amiable Roſinda 
confirmed thoſe ſentiments which the firft had inſpired 
me with. — I indulged this inclination the mere, as 
1 imagined I had no obſtacles to firuggle with ; — 
the extreme youth of my charmer almgſi aſſuring me, 
her heart 1was not yet engaged, and the uncertat 
of ber fortune flattering me with the hopes that the 


: 
: 
3s 
a 
7 
| 


2 Her I ſhould make of mine would be acceptable. — I 

k had not therefore made many viſits before I declared 

1e to the uncle and aunt the defire I had of an alliance 

es with their family ; they recerved my propoſal with a 

ze great deal of ſatisfattion, and I had no reafon to 

le repine at the reception the young lady gave to my firſt Ee 
- profeſſuons..” In fine, continued he, the courtſhip | 
2 went on as ſucceſsfully as my meſt ſanguine wiſhes had | 
1 made me hope. — In Rolinda's artleſs glances, I | 
ir read ber heart was no enemy to my ſuit, long before 

I ſte could prevail with her tongue to give à ſandtion 

le to it; but, when at laſt ſhe owned her love, ſaid, 

y he would never be but mine, with what enchant- 

1c mg ſoftneſs was the feveet confeſſion made ! Nothing 

* nav ſcemed wanting to compleat my happineſs, when ö 


all 
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All at once the uncle told me, he could nat think of diſ- 
 pofing of his mece without a ſettlement anſwerable to 
her birth ; —that ſhe might palſibiy, when the eſtate 
was cleared, hate a fortune to demand it, and that 
I muſt either attend that event, or aſſign a conſidgr- 
able part of my annual rents over to her. — To this 
I immediately aſſented, and ſhoauld haue done ſo, had 
bis demands been the whole 1 was poſſeſt af: — Law- 
yers were employed to draw up the writings in the 


manner he propoſed, and in the mean time 1 ſaw Ro- 


dinda every day, and was hafpy. 


BUT naw, ſaid he, after a pauſe, when I 
thought my bliſs certain, when I would not haue 
thanked fate for a ſecurity of it, were all my gloricus 
expeclations daſhed, and all my promiſed heaven of 
Joy turned to a real hell of torments. For two days 
had I been denied admittance to Roſinda, on account 
of indiſpoſition, as both the uncle and the aunt pre- 
tended, yet I thought I ſaw ſomething in the looks of 
both, eſpecially the former, which made me ſuſpect 
the reality of what was told me, and gave me a kind 
of preſcience of my approaching misfortune, — I re- 
felled fuch apprehenſuns, hawever, as much as it 
was in-my power, by reflecting how little reaſon there 
was for breaking off on their fide, till the third 
morning, pretty early, my footman delivered a letter 
to me, which had been left by à porter. —T knew 
the hand to be Roſinda's; and opened it with an 
agitation not to be expreſſed. 


Ix ſpeaking this he took a paper out of his 
pocket, and preſented it to me to cs le 
That, madam, is the dreadful mandate, — No 
wonder it indeed alarmed him, fince it ſeemed 
to contain, with the moit cruel intelligence a 

lover could receive, an enigma alſo no leſs per- 
1 1 ; plexing 5 


plexing ; but I will tranſcribe you the con- 


tent. 


C Moſt worthy and ever dear Philemon, 


An irremediable accident tears me for ever 
« from you, and from all my hopes of happi- 
« neſs on earth; but though we muſt fee each 
« other no more, my heart would not ſuffer me 
« to leave you without a laſt adieu. The re- 
e membrance of your affection will always be 
« dear to me, but as it is now impoſſible for me 
« to reap the benefit of it, beg you will trans- 
fer it to ſome more worthy object; — forbear 
« any fruitleſs enquiries either into the motives 
<< of this ſudden change, or the place of my re- 
© tirement; — both will be alike impenetrable. 
« Think of me as a thing that was, but 7s no, 
„more, for ſuch to the whole world muſt be 


The loſt Rompat 


THe tender Philemon could not hear me read 
this, which I did aloud that Sir John might be 
partaker of it, without burſting into a flood of 
tears, but when he had a little recovered himſelf, 


rc{lumed the narrative he had begun in theſe, or 
the like terms. | 


I will not, ſaid he, trouble you with any repeti- 
tion of the extravagances I committed in the 
emotions of my deſpair ; my ſuſpicions'that I had been 
Anicd ſeeing her for ſome days paſt through ſome 
motive te which her uncle and aunt were privy, now 
returned, and I flew directiy to ther houſe, and be- 
gan to upbraid them, as if certain' they bad not 
dealt N. by me; but the grief 1 found them bath 
iN, and the coufigium which appeared — | 
bad | | | 1 
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the ſervant , foon conuinced me they had no | ſhare in 
| ber elopement. 


As ſorn as they found me capable of lflming : 
Et told me ſbe had been ee * 


chally for two days paſt, had ſcarce taken any refreſb- 


nent, and intreated they would ſuffer nobody to be 
admitted to her, and mentioned myſelf in particular. 
— Her aunt added, that fearing her brain was 
diſordered, ſhe had defigned to apply to a phyſician 
fer advice, but that her ſuddenly going away befor: 
any of the famuly were flirring, bad filled ber with 
epprehenſions yet more alarming. 


. Aﬀter ſame little reflections, which were natural 
ts the occaſion, purſued he, her uncle ſaid, he woull 
go in ſearch of her without reſting til! ſhe wa: 
I nade it my requeſt to accompany bim, 
which he willingly granting, we took ſuch meaſure: 
as nothing can be more amazing than that they did 
not ſucceed. — Yet in ſpite of all our endeavours we 
were not able to procure the leaſt intelligence : — What 
event will attend my meeting with her here, heaven 
and herjelf only can determine; yet ſure, if I am ti 
be unhappy, ſhe will at leaſt be prevailed upon 16 lu 
me know wherefore I am ſo, and not ſuffer me 1 
2 out my life in en uncertainty more cruel than 
death. 


Ir is impoſſible, my dear Clarinda, to expreſs 
to Nur how much I was affected with this ſtory. 
— The generolity, the love, the conſtancy which 
Philemon had given ſuch teſtimony of, through- 
out the whole, excited my admiration and 
eſteem ; I joined all my endeavours to thoſe of 
Sir Jabn's to conſole him under the affliction he 
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that heaven had nor ſo unexpectedly reſtored him 
his Roſinda, without deſigning to make him happy 
with her, notwithſtanding the uneaſineſs ſhe had 
ſewn in meeting with him: —After ſome diſ- 
courſe on this head, I left him with Sir Fanz 
and went to her chamber, not doubting but I 
ſhould obtain from her an explanation of this 
myſterious affair, but I ſoon found the taſk more 
diffcult than I could have imagined: A ſullen 
oricf had ſeized upon her ſpirits, ſpeaking ſeemed 
painful to her, and though ſhe forced herſtlf to 
make thoſe acknowledgments to me ſhe thought 
my civilities demanded, yet I eaſily perceived ſhe 
would have been better pleaſed to have been left 
done; and when I mentioned any thing con- 
cerning Philemon, and expreſſed ſome impatience 


to. be. let into her reaſons for avoiding a gentle 


man who ſo well deſerved her affection, ſhe 
anſwered, It was-her- fate: That ſhe was compel- 
led to act in the manner ſbe had done, by an un- 
awidable neceſſity ; — begged, that as my goodneſs had 


extended itſelf ſo far, that I would carry it farther 


till, and not ſuffer him to come into her preſente; 
ond that I would forgive her refuſing to declare the 
native of her ſbunning him, it being a ſecret ſhe 
was reſolved ſpould die with her. ; 


Tus is all I have hitherto been able to 74 


from her, but though I cannot fay but this obſti- 
nacy a little piques me, yet in compaſſion to 
Phil:mon, I ſtill continue my efforts, but though 
four days have now elapſed ſince the accident of 
their meeting, I am as far from knowing the 
lentiments of Ryſinda, as I was the firſt moment 
it happened; — ſhe is extremely indiſpoſed, as it 
5 not to be expected ſhe ſhould be otherwiſe, 
conſidering the agitations ſhe ſuſtains, — Phile- 
Vo. . L non 
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mon between love and deſpair is almoſt diſtracted, 
and I do aſſure you I have full employment on 
my hands between them both. How this buſi- 
neſs will end, ee N Cs am in con- 
tinual apprehenſions me fatal conſequence 
and as I know you take an intereſt in every 
thing that gives me pain or pleaſure, I could not 
forbear communicating this ſtory to you ; you 
may alſo depend that if I am fortunate enough 
to obtain any eclairc;ſement, I ſhall not fail gra- 
tifying the curioſity this muſt have raiſed in you, 
* Yours ſincerely, 
FLORELLA, 


EPISTLE LY, 


From ISABINDA to ELVIRA, with à copy of 

- werſes on her ſiſter's marriage with the E. of 

24, ond preſented to the bride and bridegrom 
the morning of their wedding. 


My dear Ex vin A, | 
223% MIDST the inceſſant hurry of which 


C hall has been the ſcene for ten 
© .. X whole days, I might ſay nights too, I 

V juſt ſnatched time to make my own 
and ſiſter's acknowledgments for the favour i 
your laſt, and to let you know you may expect 
an anſwer from herſelf the firſt compoſed moment 
ſhe is miſtreſs of; — but when that will be, is 
utterly impoſſible to gueſs; for the bells, the 
drums, the trumpets, the acclamations of the 


populaſes 
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populace, and all the Babel- lite confuſion of re- 
joycings without doors, and the viſits, balls, 
and feaſts within, are as yet the very ſame as 
the firſt day hymen lighted the nuptial torch : — 
To ſhew you however that we do not quite for- 
get our abſent friends, this brings you a garter, 
and with it an epithalamium, which, knowing 
you are a lover of poetry, I would needs trah- 
ſcribe.— It was wrote by a country bard, and 
preſented to the bride and bridegroom as they en- 
tered the porch of the church. 


Verſes on the marriage of the right honourable the 
. of ®**** with the honourable miſs * *. 


When the vaſt empire of the world began, 
And, for its monarch, God appointed man; 
To make him worthy of the ſov'reign ſway, 
Into the noble frame he ſhot a ray 
6 Of his own eflence, th' immortal foul, 

« Toknow,t'inſtrud, and regulate the whole! 
«© He gave him wz/l, with reaſon for a guide, 
«© To ſtem the paſſions at their raging tide. 

« Thus fraught with wiſdom, and to good 

_ . © propenle, | 
He felt no wiſh but in a virtuous ſenſe. 

<< Half angel for a time, he all things knew, 
« And heav'n itſelf lay open to his view. ' 


„gut vice and folly ſoon dabas'd the kind, 
© In ſhape imperfect, more deform'd in mind. 
Each rolling age fill frailer than the paſt, 
Till fickly nature ſeem'd to breathe her laſt. 
do different from at firſt mankind became, 
As if a dæmon brood uſurp'd the name. 


L 
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„ To rectify. this general decay, 

„And forma race of — clay, 
„ The great creator his unerring hand 

60 Again employ' d, ſtrait riſe at his command 
40 Two wonders, ſoul'd alike, with ſex diſtinct, 
In one to center when more cloſely link'd. 
EFErom a long line of britiſh peers ſprings forth 
„The noble youth more rich in native worth, 
„Than all the blaze of heraldry c' er knew, 
IT bol his great name with time firſt era grew. 
4 Ezch manly charm his virtue more endears, 
« In Celia's form a brighter Eve appears. 
„For him unnumbet' dnymphs i in ſecret ſigh'd, 
* fForher the nobleſt youths deſpair'd and 40 d. 
&« Tn vain, alas, are all the arts of a 

W hen ſympathetic ardor fails to move 
Bodies of different nature ne'er unite; 
For as fell darkneſs diſappears at light; 
As pure drawn oil with water will not blend, 
Nor jarring atoms to each other tend; 

So mult agreeing ſpirits friendly meet, 
To make the bliſsful harmony compleat. 
Each but in theory felt the flame, — 
4 T hey knew to be ador'd, but not t' adore, 
At laſt the lucky moment brings to light, 
« A mutual paſſion, at the mutual ſight: 
Like th' inward workings of a ſoul inſpir'd, 
It acts in both, and both at once are fir d. 


& Lo! hymen, now to crown the happy pair, 
'*« Bids them for marriage ſacred rites prepare: 
„With lighted torch, the emblem of a flame 
„Which burns with purity, and ſtill the fame, 
The deity attends, the knot now tyed, 

« Hailto thebridegroomandthebeautcousbride! 
e Hence innocence renews her ancient date, 


And b offspring brings a purer ſtate: 


„ The 


* 
« 
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« The deſtin'd bleſſings future time Hen 

« And rules preſeribe tor late poſterity ?: 
„ *Tis not in me t unfold the coming bliſs, 

« Put all delights to ſum up in a wiſh. 
Peace is in plenty, plenty is in peace, 


„May both be added, andne erknow decreaſe, 


I HAvE a thouſand things to tell you; but 
freſh company are come in, and I have already. 
had three iummons at my chamber door, ſo can 
only ſay, that I ſee ſo much of the noiſe and 
nonſenſe of a public wedding, that if ever I ven- 
ture to give up my liberty, I am reſolved to ſteal 
in at the back gate of a church, in a part of 
the town where they have too much buſineſs of 
their own to mind that of others. As ſoon as 
the parſon_has done his oſſice, and when we 
are tack'd together, make my man run away 
with me to ſome obſcure village, paſs there for 
people that have been married a long time, ſtay 
away from all my acquaintance till. the talk of 
my marriage is grown ſtale, and T ſhall be ac- 
cuſtomed enough to wedlock, not to bluſh. and 
look filly on the congratulations and other ſtuff 
one is ordinarily plagued with on that occaſiog, 
till when, which depend upon it will be a lo ong 
while, Y am, my dear Elvwra, 

Yours S 


IsABIN DA. 


1 . 
| 55 
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 EPITLE IVI. 


From Aux rA to Min A, given her an account 


of the treachery of her friend and lover, and the 
een, ky 


HAVE ſtrange things to tell you; 
A Palamede is nn Nardi is 
married, —and, could you ever have 
imagined it, to each other | — Ves, 
that proteſting dying lover who ved 


but in the hopes of being one day mine, — that 


lover for whoſe ſake I have refuſed ſo many no- 
ble matches, and ſuffered all that the provoked 


authority of my parents could inflict, - that 


friend too, —that conſtant companion, — that 
partaker of my pleaſures and confident of all my 


tender follies,— theſe two,—this lover ſo adored, 


— this friend fo valued, — have doubtleſs long 
been in a league to impoſe upon my ſond believ- 


ing heart, and now it is ſure, have ſealed, irre: 


vocably 


ATT 
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vocably ſealed, the treacherous compat.—O ! 
two ſuch, change but the names, I may ſay 
with dark Antony in the play: 5 


To, two ſuch ! 
O! there's no further name ! two ſuch to me ! 
To me, who lock*d my ſoul within their breaſts, 
Had 710 defire, no joy, no life, but them: : 
Had all the globe been mine, Id give it them 
In drwry with my heart — ] had no uſe, 
No fruit of aught but them — O Palamede ? 
O Narciſſa! how could you betray 

This tender heart, which with an infant fondneſs, 
Lay luli d between your boſoms, 3 


METHINKs I ſee the ſurprize you are in at 
finding ſuch deceit and ingratitude in perſons of 
their birth and education: It is indeed ſtrange, 
but I have ſomething more wonderful yet behind ; 
which is, that I bear the perfidy of both without 
pain, or without reſentment.— While I believed 
them what they ſeemed, I could have given up my 
life for either; but the unparallelled baſeneſs of their 
natures now diſcovered, renders them equally be- 
neath my anger, as unworthy of my love. —I look 
upon it as the peculiar mercy of Divine Providence 
to me, to have been prevented, though againſt 
my will, from falling into the hands of a man of 
ſo inconſtant and variable a diſpoſition as Pala- 
nede, and for ſhewing me, how little dependance 
there is on a woman who has not the prineiples 
of religion for her guide, which you, madam, 
very well know Narciſſa was but too deſective 
in. I pity from my heart the ungenerous pair, 
and ſincerely lament, that two perſons, ſo well 
verſed in all the accompliſhments which attract 


public admiration, ſhould be wholly wanting 


in 
L 4 thoſe 
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thoſe qualifications which make the happineſs of 
private life. 5 


I musT own I had fo little ſuſpicion there 
could be ſuch baſeneſs in the world, much less 
in thoſe whom partial inclination had made { 
dear to me, that I looked on the report of this 
wedding to be only one of thoſe many artifices 
had been made uſe of, to ſeparate my mind from 
Palamede, as force and confinement had done 
my perſan, — and though I had reaſon to believe 
my mother incapable of uttering a falſhood, yet 
I imagined that in this ſhe had either been im- 
poſed upon herſelf, or been prevailed upon by 
my father to join in a deception they both thought 
neceſſary to alienate my affections from a, man to 
whom they were ſo averſe, 


Bur, madam, the day before yeſterday, which 
it ſeems was the third after the conſummation of 
their nuptials, two letters were delivered to me, 
the characters I well knew to be thoſe of Pa- 
lamede and Narciſſa, and, whatever were the 


contents, I had not a poſſibility of doubting. 


whether dictated by themſelves: — As I believe 
they will appear pretty extraordinary, I have ta- 
ken the liberty to tranſcribe them, with a faith- 
ful copy of the anſwer I gave. | 


58 D AMINTA, 

„ TAE continual diſquiets of an unſucceſsful, 
& and indeed hopeleſs paſſion, my father's po- 
« ſitive commands, and the many reaſons I had 
4% for 8 myſelf in the world, have made 
s me at laſt reſolve to yield to the ſevere ne: 
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c ceflity of tearing from my heart,” all that once 
« made its pleaſure: — To be ealy in life, we 
« muſt comply with circumſtances, and as th 
« happen to vary, vary our inclinations alſo : —' 
« The good ſenſe I know you are miſtreſs of, 
«© makes me hope all remembrance of thoſe en- 
« oagements, which youth and inadvertenc 
« alone had formed between us, will eafily. 
« wear off, and as there appeared no probabi- 
« lity of my being happy with you, that yo 
have good-nature enough, not to repine at 
« hearing I am fo witf another, nor to hate 
« Narciſſa, becauſe ſhe is loved by - 
be „ PALEMEDE, 
| g b | "7 355 
Tris was the firſt J opened, and thought 
nothing could have a greater right to aftoniſh _ 
me, till I found in the billet from NVarciſſa theſe 
lines, ; + 
To AMINTA, 


% Dear AMINTA, 
As there was no likelihood of your friends 


being convinced, as they ought to have been, 
* of the merits of Palamede, and you ſeemed not 
very inclinable to marry without their con- 
« ſent, the eorrefpondence between you ſerved 
only to keep alive an unavaling paſſion, which 
could not but render both of you unhappy ;— 
“ you cannot, therefore, blame him for tranſ- 
« ferring his affections, where there were none 
of theſe impediments to bar his hopes of ſuc- 
* ceſs; much leſs ſhould you condemn me 
* for being won to approve a perſon in whoſe _ 
* praiſe your own tongue has been fo laviſh: 
Enn loving Palamede, I but follow the exam- 
33 25% ike ; 5 6 ple 


of one, whoſe underſtanding I acknow- 

is ſuperior to my own; and I flatter 
« myſelf that when your reaſon ſhall get the 
cc better of that reſentment, the firſt ſhock of 
«« this diſappointment may give you, you will 
<< neither accuſe him of infidelity, nor me of 
breach of friendſhip, eſpecially when you 
<« ſhall know the commands of our reſpective 
- gave a ſanction to that mutual incli- 


« nation which has now united the worthy 


« Palamed:, with 
rp rag <« the happy Narcissa. 


I vas ſome time conſidering whether I ſhould 

make any return to either of theſe epiſtles; but 
at laſt I feared that to be, entirely ſilent, might 
wake them imagine I was ſpeechleſs through ex- 
eeſſive grief; and this was a ſuggeſtion which L 
| confefs my vanity could no way brook, ſo I took 

up my pen, and as I thought neither of them 
deſerved a particular anſwer, wrote the follow- 
ing haſty lines to both, and directed | 


. To the worthy Palamede, and happy Narciffa. | 


« I $HOULD be extremely deficient in that 
«© good ſenſe and underſtanding you both are 
« pleaſed to compliment me with, if I regretted 
« the union. of two perſons, who I now: perceive 
1 are ſq very well fitted for each other, that had 
heaven diſpoſed you otherwiſe, two beſides 
« yourſelves muſt have been wretched, and I 
„ hope there are none whole crimes merit ſo 
« ſevere a puniſhment ;—neither ſhall I give 
% myſelf nor you the trouble of entering into 
* any particulars, concerning the probability or 
« uwnprovabllity of fulfilling thoſe W 
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« which youth and inadvertency indeed alone 
& could hay laid me under 3— it is h me 
&« are now diſcharged, and I am releaſed 
„only from my vows, but thoſe yet — 
& binding claims, which a miſtaken opinion had 
% thrown about my heart: -- Whatever there- 
fore you may be, I am very ſenſible that 
6 have the higheſt reaſon to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
The fortunate AuIN TA.“ 


How the incomparable ira may approve 

my conduct in this point, I cannot cell ; - but 

ſhould be glad to know her ſentiments in a line, 

and that I have not acted altogether unworthy 

the honour I pretend to of being, with the ut- 
moſt reſpect, madam, | 

Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
AMINTA, 


EPIST LE .LVIL 


[ The Anfwer, ] 


From Me A to AMINTA, praiſing her manner of 
behautour in ſo trying an exigence, and 
forth that true greatneſs of mind conſi/ts in com- 
manding our own paſſions, and being above ſeek- 
ing revenge for any injuries we Teerve 


My dar Aux TA, 
T is utterly impaſſible to expreſs how 
1 much I am charmed to find yourſelf 
the leaſt concerned of any one, at the 
accident has befallen you: I received 
an account r 3 * 
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and che ingratitude and treachery of two perſons 
whom ycu moſt confided in, gave me an infinite 
ſhock. I muſt confeſs that I expected to have it 


repeated by you in a manner widely different 


from what lies before me: — Till this proof of 
your moderation, I never knew the value of my 
friend: Few in ſo alarming a circumſtance, 
could have acted as you have done: Few but 
would at leaſt have exclaimed againſt the per- 
fidiouſneſs of a lover, who, to my knowledge, 
left no art unpractiſed to ſecure you to him by 
the moſt ſolemn obligations; os forbore throw- 
ing out ſome invidious reflections, on the cha- 
| rater of a woman, who has. ſupplanted you in 
the affections of the man for whoſe fake you have 
ſuffered perhaps as much as ever woman did: 
T ais, conqueſt; over the moſt poignant paſſions 
that can influence a human heart, is indeed a 
triumph to which all the worthy part of our ſex 
will readily contribute their acclaniatiogs,” | — 
det, my dear Amimu, my mite amonęſt 
reſt:— I heartily congratulate you that by bear- 
ing as you do the loſs of one unfaithful lover, you 
will not only merit, but doubtleſs receive the un- 
feigned plaudits of a number of thoſe who know 
how to: diſtinguiſn what is truly valuable in our 
ſex: Lou will now be reſtored to the tender- 
neſs of your parents, and to that liberty which 
they but reſtrained you from, in order to preſerve 
you; and: what is yet more than all, you will be 
reſtored to that happy tranquility, without 
which we can neither behave towards heaven as 
we ought to do, nor he ſo agreeable as we would 
wiſh to our friends on earth. — O] how glorious 
is this, conquelt over yourſelves; — in 5 87 it 
exalts you almoſt to the angelic — -F fee 
„ 9 5 7 
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, ſuch a fondneſs for what they call petty miſ- 
; ſuch a delight to teize and fret their com- 
panions, in return for any little inſult they ima- 
oine has been offered them, and ſuch a hatred, 
ſuch a fixed malice in thoſe of riper years, to 
whoever has done them che leaſt injury, that I 
cannot Help being warm in extolling a contrary 
diſpoſition ; for ar all, as Mr. Olabam obſerves, 


Revenge is but a frailty, incident | 
To craz'd and ſickly minds ; the gory" „ 
little fouls unable to ſurmoumnt 
An i _ too weak to bear _— 1 


As to men, Adesd,  elpecially choſe in the 
military way, a fooliſh, and, I may ſay, 'a 
wicked cuſtom, bas made it bonbup to reſent 
every little indignity offered to them: But our 
ſex has no fuch plea; we have no weapons 
wherewith we can- revenge ourſelves, exce 
_ tongues, and when we make uſe of them 

o any ſuch baſe purpoſe, ' we only merit the 
— of all who hear us. — There is, not- 
withſtanding, a certain pride in human nature 
that renders us prone to repay injuries in kind- 
But it is the province of reaſon to curb that 
emotion, and I know of no occafion in which 
we have more need of exerting that ray of the 
Divine Influence within us: Vou give a noble 
proof of the ſtrength of yours, and fet an ex- 
ample, which I wiſh every woman in the like 
circumſtances would endeavour to imitate, — It 
would ſave our ſex many refletions, which the 
ill nature of man, proud of an imagined ſupe- 
riority of underſtanding, takes opportu- 
= to load us with "—Hutd hs Rh ladies, 


their-boultabicheatneſs- of foul, produced 
* wry 
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an inſtance of magnanimity ſuch as 7 
Juvenal, in treating of revenge, — han? 
recorded it as a female vice, in theſe lines; 
Ungenerous paſſion, and for man too baſe 
8 its 5 in 1 race; : 


| There rages, and to make its blow ſecure, 
Puts flatt ry on until its aim be ſure. 


Bur it muſt indeed be owned, theſe pagan 
heroines wanted one help which you are abun. 
dantly ſtored with: The ſame principles which 
made the men think it more brave to dye, than 
ſuffer chains, or baniſhment, or any other ill 
accident of life, might alſo render it- more glo- 
rious to the women to revenge than pardon inju- 
ries. Our holy religion inſpires its votaries 
with ſentiments of a quite contrary nature, 
and I doubt not but has had a great ſhare in 
enabling you to ſuſtain, in the manner you have 
done, ſo cruel an injuſtice. — Perſevere, my dear 
Aminta, in keeping faſt hold of a rock which will 
never fail to be your ſupport in every exi | 
that can poſſibly befall. — True piety is the balm, 
the panacea of the mind; and whoever has it, is 
fure to be defended from all thoſe m_—_— 
anxieties, thoſe tourbilons of thought, whic 
render ſo many people miſerable ; ſince it is not 
en 510 Te Cr _— way in 
which we judge of it, es unhappi- 
_ neſs of mankind. 


TI expect to be in town in a few days, and 
ſhall then hope to ſee you, and have the oppor- 
tunity of declaring more at large, how much I 
am, my dear Aminta, 

2 4. 
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_EPISTLE EVIL. 
PALMIRA fo SOPHRONIA, acquainting her, that 


by the perſuaſions of her friends, fhe had at lajt 
conſented to be ſeparated from a huſband, wha 
had returned the greateſt tenderneſs on her part 
with an unparallelled brutality and ill-manners. 


Madam, | 
lr E wearied out with indignities 
>” too ſhocking for repetition, and too 
Al cruel for belief, had they not been 
VD more public than I wiſhed, I have 
been drove by the perſuaſion of my friends into 
a reſolution of quitting a houſe which almoſt 
from my furſt entrance into it, has been a per- 
petual ſcene of miſery to me, and am at laſt ſe- 
N from Manilius; — that MAanilius, whom 
once loved with ſuch exceſs of fondneſs, —- 
that Manilius, whom to pleaſe was all my pride, 
and whoſe ill-nature I only combated with tears, 
and all the ſoft endearments of a virtuous and 
ſincere affection: Long did I ſuſtain his barba- 
rous treatment with a patience, perhaps, more 
than was conſiſtent with my character; but 
when I found he took a pride in affronting me, 
inſulted the calamities he occaſioned, and made 
me the butt of thoſe fiend-like humours, which 
no other perſon, not even the meaneſt ſervant 
in his family, would have borne, then indeed I 
thought it behoved me to ſummon all my ſtock 
of courage, and tear myſelf at once from a way 
of living, which inſtead of amending, grew 
every day moxe inſupportable. ED 
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Tx little regret he teſtified at parting with 
me, and the difficulty my friends had of pres 
vailing on him to allow me a maintenance at all 
anſwerable to his fortune, would have con- 
vinced me, if I had not been too much ſo before 
that his inhuman behaviour towards me proceed- 
ed not only from a ſettled diſguſt he had con- 
ceived for me, but from the badnefs of his diſ- 
poſition, which might have abſolved me from 
being any way anxious on his account; yet, I 
know not how it is, but I am reſtleſs and uneaſy, 
whenever I reflect on the want he muſt neceſſarily 
have of ſo faithful, ſo tender, ſo careful a friend 
and companion, as he has loft in me. —I could 
be glad, methinks, to change my ſhape, and 
under ſome other appearance, render him a thou- 
ſand kind offices he may ſtand in need of, and 
which, were I perſonally to confer, would loſe 
all their merit in his eyes :—Alas ! I cannot for- 
how dear he has been to me, nor that I am 
in his wife, though divided from him; the 
vows I made him at the altar, are for ever in my 
mind: I am ſometimes fearful that no provoca- 
tions ought to make me diſpenſe with the duties 
I there bound myſelf to the performance of, and 
that no failures'on his part can releaſe me from 
the obligations I am under, of endeavouring to 
deſerve his love, by obeying him in all lawful 


commands, and doing every thing in my power. 


to contribute to his welfare and happineſs; but 
then again I reflect, that the ſame ordinance, 
which made me a wrfe, was never. intended to 
make me the victim of a huſband's unreaſonable 
paſhons ; that God, who gave the ſovereignty to 
man, made womart a help-mate, not a vaſſal; 
that the facredinftitution, which ſubjected me 
to Manihus, commanded him at the ſame ti 


to 
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to love and, to cheriſh me; and as he has in 


Erisr. Jviii. far LADIES. 233 


every reſpect ſo palpably violated the ſacred co- 
venant, I have no reafon to condemn myſelf for 
the part I have acted; ſince I did in no way vio- 
late my duty while I continued with him, and 
have only flown from him, to ſhun perſecutions 
too ſevere to be ſuſtained with life. 


Taus, madam, am I divided within myſelf : 
How hard is my fate, that which way ſoever I 
behave, I can neither ſatisfy the world, nor 
myſelf Tu have thought me too paſſive, 
and condemned my want of that proper reſent- 
ment, becoming a woman, who knew her con- 
duct to be unblameable ; others may, and doubt- 
leſs do, think” I have carried things to too high 
pitch. My own reaſon tells me, that in juſtice 
to myſelf, L ought to throw off all tenderneſs 
for a man who has ſo much abuſed it; but the 
precepts of religion raiſe ſcruples in me, which 
make me tremble : — O did every wife conſider 
the duties of her place as I have done, thow few 
would venture to endure the ſtruggles which a 
ſeparation mult neceſſarily inflict !—Can Marn- 
tus be eaſy? Moroſe, hard-hearted, and un- 
loving as he is, ſure hc muſt have ſome moments 
of remorſe, though his pride will not permit 
him to confeſs it? On whom, like Palmira, can 
he now depend for the ceconomy of his family ? 
Who with officious love will now attend him in 
every ailment ? . Where will he now find a friend, 
within whoſe faithful boſom he might lock up 
the deareſt ſecrets of his life, ſecure as in his 
on? Unhappy man — But wherefore ſhould 
1 pity him? He ſought the misfortunes he ſuſ- 
tans, mine are A upon me. hah 
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I TAKE the privilege of friendſhip, madam, 
to trouble you with all the little reaſonings I have 


within myſelf upon this melancholly ſubject, 
and ſhould be extremely obliged to have your 
opinion, which ſide of the queſtion it will beſt 
become me to adhere Aut z am I to ren- 
der myſelf contemptible to my ſex by a mean 
ſubmiſſion, and more loath yet to act in a man- 
ner which might ſeem inconſiſtent, either with 
my moral or religious character; — your advice 
therefore will be the higheſt act of kindneſs to, 
| Madam, your moſt perplexed, 
| But, moſt humble ſervant, 
| PALMIRA, 


EPISTLE LIX. 
From SOPHRONIA to PALMIRA, encouraging her 
| by all means to perſiſt in her reſolution of lruing 
apart fun ber buſband, till fhe ſhould be tho- 
roughly convinced there was an entire reforma- 
tian in his manners; and proving, that for tus 
people to live together in a perpetual diſcord, is 
en aggravating the fin of which ever of them is 
the occaſion. In anſwer to the faregoing. 


Madam, 

., is fo impoſſible for two perſons of 
N 1 Ge unequal underſtanding, and different 
2 >, 4 difpoſitions, to enjoy a perfect happi- 
29 neſs together, that I feared the ſhort 
date of yours from the moment of your marriage: 
I foreſaw that all your natural complaiſance, 
h heightened by the extremeſt tendernels 

for the . of Manilius, would not always be 
ſufficient to make you give up your reaſon to his 
every wild caprice, rota teat 5 


) 
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ſhare of pride, ever to own he had been in the 
wrong, tho" convinced he was ſo, | 


YouR conduct, indeed, exceeded my expec- 
tations. I have often been amazed, that a wo- 
man, who knows ſo well what politeneſs and 
good-manners require between perſons united as 
you are, could ſupport, with any degree of pa- 
tience, fo groſs, ſo churliſh a behaviour : Ne- 
yer was the power of love more manifeſt than in 
compelling you, in contradiction to the juſtice 
due to yourſelf, and the privileges of your ſex, 
to ſubmit to ſuch a ſeries of repeated inſults as 
have been offered you by that injurious man :— 
But you have at length regained your 1 
and ſure it is impoſſible you can entertain the 
leaſt thought of returning into fetters which the 
cruelty of your tyrant rendered fo galling to you 
I hope not; yet if not ſo, wherefore theſe unne- 
ceſſary ſcruples? —You have already acquitted 
yourſelf of all, and much more than the duty of 
a wife exacted : —You can but act the ſame 
part over again, and you have ſadly experienced 
how little effect your tenderneſs has had on his 
obdurate nature: That amiable ſoftneſs, which 
would have charmed any other man, ſerved 
only to make him peeviſh, and that agreeable 
manner of converſation, ſo enlivening to all who 


partook of it, only to give him an opportunity 


of ſhewing his power over you, by contradict 

all you ſaid, tho? never fo juſt. —In fine, the 
more graces you diſcovered, the more he was 
diſpleaſed; and the more tokens you gave him 
of your affection, the leſs he affected to be 
obliged by them, leſt you ſhould imagine your- 
ſelf entitled to an adequate return. The truth 
is, Manilius, though not delicate in his ideas, _ 
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has ſome little ſhare of underſtanding, and that 
making him conſcious of the ſuperiority vf yours, 
his ill- nature views your perfections with an eye 
of envy, not admiration, and as it is ſomewhere 
faid of an ill huſband, ſes yu worſe than he would 
any body elje, becauſe he is ſenſible he ca nnot uſe you 
fo well as you deſerve. 


Tus being the caſe between you, what con- 
ſequences would your return produce, but ſuch 
as could be of as little advantage to your moral 
or religious character, as to your peace of mind; 
it would only afford Manilius freſh opportunitics 
of violating both divine and human laws, and 
of unnaturally perverting the deſign of the inſti- 
tution, by turning into perpetual diſcord what 
was meant for the. moſt perfect and laſting har. 

mony. Lou were pleaſed to deſire my opinion, 
and I give it you with the freedom of a friend, 
and as it is dictated by my heart, and approved 
by the beſt reaſon I am miſtreſs of. -- Conquer 
but your own tenderneſs, and I dare venture to 
aſſure you, that you need be under no appre- 
henſions either of sfending heaven, or incurring 
the genſure of your acquaintance z by the one 
you will certainly be abſolved, according to the 
purity of your intentions ; and by the other, on 
account of the public provocations they have 


been witneſs of your receiving. 


Banisn, therefore, as much as poſlible, I 
entreat you, theſe too great niceties which give 
. ſuch inquietude : — Content yourſelt with 

ing willing to do any good offices in your 
wer, for this ungenerous huſband, at. a di- 
ance, if neceſſity required it, and offering up 
your prayers to ED for his converſion. This 

10 
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in your preſent ſituation is all that can be re- 
quired of you, either by the world or your own- 
conſcience; and ſhould you behave in a different 
manner, and again expoſe yourſelf to that ill 
treatment you are ſo happily delivered from, it 
may be imputed to weakneſs: and how muſt it 
mortify a woman of ſuperior ſenſe, if the world 
ſhould aſcribe to a defect of underſtanding what 
ſae meant as the ſtrongeſt teitimony of conjugal 
DTT” 7 „ 


Bor I hope theſe remonſtrances are needleſs, 
and that your good ſenſe will by degrees get the 
better of an affection ſo ill placed, and ſo un- 

ratefully requited. —It is time enough for you 
to forget the injuries you have ſuſtained, when 
thoroughly convinced the perſon who offcred 
them is ſo truly aſhamed of his errors as to be 
rendered incapable of repeating them: But when 
one conſiders the natural bent of his diſpoſition, 
and how it has been ſtrengthened and confirmed 
in him by a long habitude, ſuch a change would 
be a miracle, which-I dare not flatter you with 
the moſt diſtant view of, and would therefore 
warn you to be upon your guard againſt any 
ceception of that kind :—It behoves you no- 
to be cautious how you give credit to pretences 
which you have more than once found to be fal- 
lacious, and calculated only with the baſe deſign 
of getting you into his power, in order to exer- 
ctle that power with an almoit unexampled bar- 
barity. — Be as wiſe, at leaſt, as the dove, 


—— Who, from birds of prey eſcap d, 
Enfays the refuge bounterus fate bejftow'd ; 
Nor ventures forth to tempi a ſecond danger. 


. IrRO- 
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I PROPOSE myſelf the pleaſure of waiting on 
you in a few days, and ſhall rejoice to find you 
in a ſituation of mind, which will afford more 
matter for congratulation than advice; being 

with all fincerity, madam, 
Your moſt affectionate ſriend, 
SorHRORIA. 


— 
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EPISTLE LX. 


From PAN THEA at Paris, to MIRANDA in Lon- 
don; giving her an account of the arrival of an 
Engliſh laay, and the motive which had brought col 
Her thither. nu 


My dear Mix AN DA, cli 
ADAM the counteſs de A1, who on 
is certainly one of the beſt-natured, as de 
well as beſt-bred women upon earth, thi 

We would needs oblige me to paſs a few on 
weeks with her, at a fine country ſeat ſhe has kr 


about 20 miles diſtant from Paris. —I could give 55 
you ſuch a deſcription of the place, and the com- * 
y we found there, as in ſpite of your attach- di 


ment to J/indſer, would make you wiſh to have he 
been with us : — But the pleaſures I partook of th 
there, deprived me for a time of another, which be 
J aſſure you, without compliment, will always 
be the moſt valuable to me, I mean that of your 
obliging letter, which came not to my hands till th 
yeſterday, when I returned ; the people of my q 
hotel mpeg to forward it to me, though 1 had i 
en ſtrict orders that any pacquet directed for e 
me, ſhould be ſent. x 
| HE 
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Tur freſh proofs you give me of your friend- 
ſhip, demand all the grateful acknowledgments 
in my power to make; but I am a little ſurprized, 
that among all the news you tell me, you make 
no mention of lady * s having a fifth time 
broke through the conjugal hoop, and left her 
lord to confole himſelf, for her elopement, in 
{mall beer and Seville oranges. Some days be- 
fore I made this little Arr e with madame de 
, I heard ſhe was arrived, having come 
by the way of Holland, and as ſhe was my coun- 
try woman, and a woman. of quality, intended 
to pay her the civility of a vilit, eſpecially as I 
was informed ſhe was come without any other 
company than her ſervants, ſo that my character 
could no way ſuffer by being known to be of the 
number of her acquaintance ; but one accident 
or other preventing my going immediately, I de- 
clined going at all, by being told, ſhe came hither 
on the invitation of a certain great warrior, who 
keeps a little ſeraglio in his camp, and changes 
the one as often as the duties of his poſt oblige 
him to do the ſituation of the other: A perfect 
knowledge of her diſpoſition rendering this ac- 
count but too probable, I ſuſpended my viſit, 
and ſoon after heard ſhe was actually in his houſe, 
did the honours of his table, and received the 
homage of all his dependants, as the perſon 
through whoſe influence alone, any favour is to 
be obtained from him, 


In this ſituation I left her when IT went into 
the country, and at my return found ſhe had 
quitted Paris, to accompany her illuſtrious lover 
to the Low Countries, where, no doubt, ſhe will 
continue, till obliged to give way to ſome new. 
object ; the Ait ſeems being no leis * . 
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| ſtant, than violent. in his amours; but as this 
is, an- event ſhe has too often experienced to be 
much mortified at, I fancy you will ſee her come 
back to her lord, with the {ame charms ſhe ever 
had in his eyes, and he will ſay with the poct, 


Y to her ſhare ſome female errors fall, 
Loc en her face, and you'll forget them all. 


 IxDEED, my dear Miranda, I heartily wiſh 
my country-women would content themſelves 
with playing the fool only at home, and not 

ive the French the ſame reaſon to call in queſ- 
yon the chaſtity of our women, as they pretend 
they have for ſneering at the underſtanding cf 
our men: — The conduct of ſome other ladies, 
who, as well as ſhe I have been ſpeaking of, have 
taken it in their heads to bring their frolics here, 
and the fat ambaſſador in a twing, will always 
afford matter of ridicule among the petit maitres, 

upon Engliſh virtue and politeneſs. 


Do not laugh at me for valuing ſo exploded 
and old-faſhioned a thing as public ſpirit; —You 
cannot deny but that the garb of patriotiſm is {till 
worn by thoſe who find it their intereſt to do fo, 
and I ſhall always have the honour of my own 
ſex ſo much at heart, as to look with an extreme 
regret on every thing that leſſens it. 


IAM not at all ſurprized at the account you 
ive me of colonel G***#®; being turned me- 
- thoadit: Human nature, among people of all 

nations, is very apt to run into extreams; when 

Abertiniſm ceales, enthuſiaſm frequently ſucceeds, 
T hole here, who have ipeat three parts of their 
lives in debauchery, imagine that a” hos 
. | 6” 0 
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fyurth to acts of penance and humiliation, . 
they ſhall atone for all the midemeanors of the 
paſt ;*fo in England, a contempt” of all has been 
{aid by the ald apoſtles, is-only to be compenſated 
for by a bigotted zeal for the doctrines of thoſe 
who pretend to be new ones: _H/hitfield and the 
Nehls, J hear, have made many proſelites; but 
their ſucceſs is not to be repined at, if under the 
form of novelty, they only aim to bring their 
followers into the paths trodden by their fore- 
fathers. 


BUT theſe are points, my dear, which neither 
you nor I have any buſineſs to diſcuſs:— The 
mpreſſions long ſince made on our hearts by re- 
| lizion are too excellent to be defaced by the bad 
| examples of a depraved world, or to ſtand in 
| need of novel-forms to recommend them. I hope 
we are both ſincere, and endeavour to be more 
, perfect: This is our duty, and let us leave the 

reſt to heaven. 1 Eg 


FAREWELL, my dear Miranda, be aſſured you 
cannot be more defirous of my return to Londen, 
than I now am myſelf ; but at preſent you know 
t is impoſſible ; no paſſports are granted, and 
you would not wiſh me to take the ſame rout her 
2dyſhip did, eſpecially as I have no ſuch pro- 
tector : They talk of a peace being on the anyil, 
| wiſh it were concluded, for till then I muſt 
12 ſatisfied with telling you at this diſtance, that 

am, Uh 


Wich the profoundeſt ſincerity, yours &c. 


PAN THE A. 


6 


Il. n BOIOTAA 


$42 EPISTLES Book V. 


F Gas 4 


— 


CAE . r MERE: 5 
A co Yd uAyE 2 A >< > L ers 


EPISTLE IXI. 


From a gemleman to MELISSA, on the preſent 
reigning 4;/temper, called a dejection of ſpirits, 
a fever on the ſpirits, vapours, &c, cum mul. 


tis aliis, 


Madam, 


| F IS age is ſo extravagantly fond of no- 
F velty, that we cannot content ourſelves 
S with a perpetual revolution in our ha- 
we mult alſo have new modes of diſeaſes; as if the 
miniſters of wrath commiſſioned for the chaſtiſe- 
ment of a ſinful world were as fickle as ourſelves: 
There is a certain diſorder pretty epidemic 
among the human ſpecies, by whom alone it is 
felt, which has more names than ever Proteus 
is aid to have ſhapes; every empyrick that ſets 
up for the cure. of it, pretends to have made ſome 
new diſcovery into the cauſe, and from that 
cauſe forms a new. appellation : Poor Clariſa 
has been in a, languiſhing condition for ſome 
time; as ſhe is my wiſe's filter, friendſhip and 
good- manners oblige me to viſit her frequently, 
and I neyer go without finding ſome new phyſi- 
cian with her, whoſe opinion of her diſorder is 
quite different from all thoſe who were conſulted 
before him: — One told me it proceeded from 
on irruption of the ſpleen; — A ſecond" from 
thickneſs of blood ;— A third from an indigeſ- 
tion A fourth ſaid it was a fever on the /p:- 
riti, occaſioned by a too great velocity of the 


O bits, our furniture, our cquipages, but 
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impoſe upon others, in relation to this diſorder: 
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animal faculties ;=<A fifth would have it a fever 
on the n4v2s, brought upon her by an ill ſtate of 
tae fluids ;—And the laſt I faw there, aſſured 
me, with an affected air of ſolemnity, that his 
fair patient's diſtemper was a febricula or little 
fever, a ' wandering fire which confined itſelf to 
no one part, but viſited each by turns, —This 
variety of opinions occaſtoning a variety of pre- 
{criptions, it is not to be doubted but that ſhe 
will at laſt be reduced to a condition out of which 
it may not be eaſy to recover her. 


IT very much ſurpriſes me, that learned men 
ſuffer themſelves to be ſo much impoſed on, or 


— Not any one of them, at leaſt that I have 
heard of, ever ſearched for the cauſe of it, any 
farther than the body, when methinks it is evi- 
dent, by all the circumſtances, that its true original 
is in the mind To me it ſeems demonſtrable, 
that it 1s there bred, there fixes its ſeat, and not 
till it has gathered great ſtrength has any influence 
over the outward frame. e often ſee perſons 
in a ſtrange dejection without the leaft ſymptoms 
of ill health otherwiſe ; — They eat, they drink, 
with as good an appetite as ever, they ſleep as 
well, and if you aſæ them why they are ſuch ill 
company, they will only tell you, that they have 
a heavineſs hangs upon them which they ate not 
able to ſhake off, nor give any reaſon for. Well 
indeed may they be ignorant, when the phyſi- 
cians they apply to for relief, are fo themſelves, 
and miſtaking the cauſe, preſcribe phyſic, which 
inſtead of working any cure, only ferves to wea- 
ken the vitals, and give the diltemper room to 
prey upon them much ſooner than elſe it could 
have done, It muſt be owned this is making 
: M 2 WAI 
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work for themſelves, and if not owing to igno- 
rance, is a cruel policy; and the poor patient 


becomes at laſt a martyr to their gain: It is not 

then in their power to relieve him, for when once 
the native vigour of the conftitution is deſtroyed, 
art cannot reſtore what it has loſt; medicine 
may afford ſome help to nature in the beginning 
of a decay, but never can bring it back to what 
it was before; I mean that the breath, when 
ſeeming to be juſt upon the wing, may poſlibly 
be detained, and for a time prolonged, but then 
that very prolongation is but what we may call 
2 kind of middle ſtate between life and death; 
the patient is incapable. of enjoying any of the 
pleaſures of the one, and feels all the horrors of 
the other: A reprieve ſcarce to be wiſhed! yet 
this is all the fel of phyſic even at the beſt, and 
when moſt judiciouſly preſcribed : —A few lines 


of Mr. Dryden comes into my mind as often as 


any occaſion of this nature preſents itſelf; 


_ Phyſicians can only mend a crazy ſlate, 

Help it a little, but not renovate. 
The firſi phyſucians by debauch were mada; 

Exc ſs began, and floth ſuſtains the trade: 
The wiſe for cure on exerciſe depend, 
God never made his work for man to mend, 


Bor I think it may be plajaly proved, that this 
diſorder, though no doubt a very odd one, and 
in ſpite of the ſad effect it brings by degrees upon 
the body, at the beginning, is nothing but a meer 
inactivity of the ind. —Thoſe chiefly affected 

by it, ate ſuch as have the leaſt viſible cauſe for 

being ſo; Rarely do we find a perſon labouring 
under the difficulties of fortune, and ſtruggling 
through a cruel and ungenerous world for a pre- 


caricus 


Boox V. 
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carious 1 diſcover any ſymptoms of it: 
No, it 15 certainly the child of eaſe and indo- 

lence; the mind From in need of exerciſe as 

much as the body, and where it has not ſomethin 

wherewith to buſy itſelf, will naturally fall into 
an inactive ſtate, or lethargy, which ſeems to me 
a more proper term, than any aſcribed to it b 

the phyſicians. Do we not ſee that perſons in this 
unhappy ailment, will ſit for two hours together 
with their eyes fixed on whatever happens to be 
ſituated before them, yet knd not that they ſee 
it: Tell them the moſt intereſting ſtory, they 
will know nothing of what you have been ſaying, 
though in all appearance they have liſtened to it 
the whole time: —Yet! neither the eyes nor the 


ears are in fault, but that mengen faculty by 


which alone all ideas are conveyed: What then 
can ſuch a ſtate be called but an abſence, or, as I 


ſaid before, a lethargy of mind, which renders the 
organs of the ſenſes of no uſe. 


THE affinity; indeed, Pbeween FRY two parts 
which together conſtitute the human ſyſtem, is 
ſo great, "that it is ſcarce paſſible for either of 
tem to be much affected, without the other bear- 
ing ſome ſhare; ſo that whed the mind is debi- 
litated by a ſtagnation of thought, it is no won- 
der tnat the body ſhould be brought by it into all 
thoſe diſorders which ariſe from the want of a 
proper circulation of the blood, and from z an im- 
decility of the nervees. 


How neceſſary it is therefore for ſts who 
on account of their ſex, infirmities, want of in- 
clination in themſelves, or any other circum- 
3 are ſecluded from the cares of any public 

is, and by the affluence of fortune from 
M 3 thoſe 
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| thoſe of private life, to find out ſometbing where. 
by the attention of the ſoul may be kept awake; 

and I know not whether it is not better, at leaſt 
for themſelves, to be amuſed with things which 
are not altogether praiſe-worthy;than to be wholly 
idle. —I ſpeak as a philoſopher in chis point, for 
according to the ſyſtem of chriſtianity, and the 
belief of a future exiſtence, we are to beſtow no 
part of the time allotted us in this world on trifles. 


But for heaven's ſake, why need we have recourſe | 


to trifles ? Is there not . n the wide crea- 
tion to employ our minds? e have the won- 
ders of the heavens and earth before us, we are 
above, below, on every ſide ſurrounded with an 
infinity of matter for ſpeculation.— Wherever 
we turn our eyes, nature pours forth a profuſion 
of entertainments, which in a particular ſucceſ- 
fon of variety, fill excite the moſt pleaſurable 
ſurprize in a thinking mind. — Could not the 
great Diocleſian, and the yet greater Sopio, when 
retired from the tumults of war, and the anxic- 
ties of. ſtate, find ſufficient to. employ themſelves 
in the narrow compaſs of their own gardens ?— 
And yet how many are there, who even amidſt 
the hurry of the great world are noteleſs behol- 
ders of every thing that paſles ! They have 5c, 
as the ſcripture phraſes it, and will nat ſee, have 
ears and will not hear ] The foul is dead, and yet 
the body lives! Lives, but how? Why in a con- 
dition more to be commiſerated than death, a 
| Euiden to itſelf, and a diſkuybarce to every one 


about it. 


| ws, QU 5 8 1 * 8 ycu with 
an eſſay inſtead of a letter, yet am under a ne- 
ceflity of lengthening 1 it till farther by acquaint- 


ing you withthe n. I hed for addreſſing you 
on 
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on this ſcore: —You who have rather too much 
than too little to keep your mind employed, and 
are far removed from any occaſion of remon- 
ſtrances of this nature: —Permit me then to 
tell you, that it is not for your fake, but that of 
one very near you in blood, and yet much nearer 
in the mutual affection between you ; after this 
I need not ſay I mean the beautiful Semanthe : 
It is with an extreme concern I have of late ob- 
ſerved ſome ſymptoms of this diſorder appear in 


her behaviour :—She ſeems. to me to be grow- 


ing taſteleſs in thoſe things which ſhe once took 
the greateſt. pleaſure in; a cold indifference for 
all the joys of life is creeping on her ; her air, her 
dreſs, are on a ſudden neglected, and though in 
ſpite of herſelf ſhe charms as many as approach 
her, yet ſhe diſcovers rather a diſcontent than ſa- 
tisfaction at the proofs given her of it: In fine, 
there is a kind of laſſitude in all ſhe does, that if 
not ſhook off, in time, may be attended with all 
the pernicious conſequences both of mind and 
perſon I have been en 


Tux leaſt attention on your part, I am confi- 
dent, will convince you I am not deceived in 
my conjectures, and am equally certain, that 
when you are ſo, you will employ ſome part of 
your cares in inventing ſome pretty ſtratagem 
that may ſerve to give an exhilerating turn to the 
faculties of her mind, 


T His, madam, was the ſole intention of this 
letter, and is the beſt apology I can make for 
taking up ſo much of that time which I know is 


very precious to you. I am, madam, 


Lour moſt devoted humble ſervant, 
A. 2. 
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EPISTLE LXII. 
From Mix A to her neice, to whom, being lately 
married, ſhe gave ſome R/T aps bow to be- 
have, ſo as to gain the laſting affettion of her 


and. 


< 


My dear neice, 


. is not to congratulate you on [ns 
| SY nuptials that I now write: ou 


Nl wiſh you all the felicity which the 
beſt of ſtates, when moſt happily circumſtanced, 
can beſtow ; but it is to remind you in wbat man- 
ner you are to behave, in order to render it 


ſuch as you hope, and I fincerely pray it may be. 
Your education, and. the diſpoſition I have 


always obſerved in you, prevent me from any ap- 
prehenſions of our deviating from the ſtricteſt 
rules of virtue; your tenderneſs of heart, and 
the exalted degrees of love with which his merits 
have inſpired your reaſon, aſſure me that ycu 
will not omit any of thoſe eſtabliſhed duties of a 


_ wife, which you think may oblige him to be a a2 


good hy/band: But, my dear, there are a thou- 
fand other delicacies, of which you may not be 
aware, yet are ſo highly neceſſary to preſerve 
that harmony between you, that without them, 
even love itſelf, though never ſo ardent, will 
be found too weak to make marriage completely 


happy. 


Ir 


4 2 a R N 4 
5 > - 2 . , 4 4 — 8 * 
- > : 7 , 


{ know, without my telling you ſo, that 
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Ir is an error fatal to our ſex, to depend too 
much on the force of our perſonal accompliſh- 
ments: — That woman who imagines thoſe 
charms which gained the heart, will be ſufficient 
to keep it, is in great danger of being deceived 
and undone by her own vanity : — The moſt 
dazzling beauty, when familiar, loſes its attractive 
power, and all the admiration it at firſt inſpired, 
orows faint and languid by degrees, as the hu- 
mourous poet ſays, - ; 


For after matrimony*s over, © 

He that holds out but half a Iver, 
' Deferves for every minute more 
Dan fer an age of love before, 


Tak, then, a few maxims which a twelve 
years happy experience has convinced me afford 
the moſt ſure means, not only of preſerving, but 


of encreaſing the affection of a huſband. _ 
| 15 5s, 1640101 199 #38 


' 1k, ALWAYS preſerve a medium between an 
over-fontineſs,, and a cold inſenſibility:— The one 
will cy, and the other make him indifferent. 


2d. LE the tenderneſs you have for him diſ- 
cover itſelf more by actions than words : When 
you ſay any thing very endearing, let it appear as 
if it eſcaped you without deſign. 5 f 


3d. NRvER diſcover any uneaſineſs if he 
ſhould happen to be abſent oftner than you 
| ſhould wiſh: — Enquire not into the cauſe, nor 
what place he frequents ; but when he returns, 
receive him with ſo much chearfulneſs and good 
humour, as ſhall make him reflect he can no 
where find a more agreeable companion, 


M5 


ein Wuznc reaſqningtagether on apy ale. 
in which you happen to differ in opinion, ſeem 
at firſt to agree with his, till you have heard all 
he has to urge in its defence,. then modeſt]; 
offer your own, but do it rather by way of query 
than argument, and never appear too poſitive ; if 
what you maintain be right, he will the caſter 
be convinced it is ſo, by your affecting to be 
dubious, than if, you are tenacious; and it 
wratig, you forfeit not your underſtanding to him, 
when convinced of your miſtake. 


Stb, IF (which heaven forbid) any emotions. 

of, jealouſy. ſhould, come into your, head, uſe 
your utmoſt endeavours to prevent ſq pernicious. 
a paſſion, from taking the leaſt root: Contrixe 
no methods to find out whether he gives you any 
juit- room. for ſuſpicion or not; but, oa-the con- 
a if any accident ſhould. betray, his having, 
really wronged you in this point, be. careful to 


” 


conceal the diſcovery. from his knowledge: 


- 


Whatever you ſuffer in ſo cruel a circumſtance, 
diſguiſe it under a ſhew of the molt, perfect coni- 
dence, and treat even your injurious,riyal, if ſhe 
happen to be of your acquaintance, with the 
 gxeateſt civilities you can aſſume: Such a be- 

vicur will make a man, not ahandoned t all 
te principles of hongur and gratitude, aſhamed; 


of what he has been guilty, of, aud camiribuee, | 


more 


a 
| 
C 
| 
| 
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more effectually to the reclaiming him, than 


either reproaches or complaints; the one would 
barden him in his crime, the other by wearying 
him, afford ſome pretence for returning where 
he can be more at reſt, and in fome meaſure 
deſtroy the effect of that regret, which I believe 
all men of ſenſe mult feel, fooner or later, for 
having been guilty of an injuſtice of this nature, 
and which of itſelf, if left to operate, would 
bring them back to virtue, and make them ſay 
with Milton, in his admirable deſcription . of 
marriage, | | 


Hail, wedded laue] myſtericus law F 
True jource of human ble/ſmgs, 
Founded in reaſon, loyal, juſt and pure ; 
. . Perpetual fountain of domeſtic ſweets! _ 
Here love his golden ſhafis empleys, here ligbis 
His con/lant lamp, and waves his purple wings 3 
Here reigns, and reuels, not in the bought ſimilis 
Of harlots, loveleſs, joyleſs, unendear'd, 


Caſual fruition, nor in court amours, 


Mix'd dance, or wanton maſt, or midnight ball. 


Tus, my dear neice, are laudable arts in 
a wife, and the only ones I ſhould wiſh you to 
put in: practice; for. the leaſt deception in any 
other caſe, tho it may ſeem in a meer trifle, 
may prove of the utmoſt importance, and, if 
detected, lays a foundation for diſtruſt in things 
of the greateſt conſequence, and is the ſource of 


eternal jars. 4 


IAM well aware that it will be more difficult 
for you to comply with the firſt and ſecond rule, 
2 with any of the others; and * it * 
enying ones ſelf a great pleaſure to reſtrain the 
. * 71 6 dictates 
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dictates of a ſoul overflowing with love and ten- 
derneſs; and you will think it an ill - natured 
prudence which forbids to expreſs, in the ſofteſt 
and moſt paſſionate terms, how high a ſenſe you 
have of the happineſs of your condition. — In- 
deed, my dear, I would have him be ignorant 
of nothing that paſſes in your heart, with regard 
to the affection you have for him ; but there 
are other ways than words to convey the know- 
ledge of it to him, which will be yet-more con- 
vincing and obliging.— Love may be fo well 
counterfeited as to paſs for real, but it never can 
be concealzd : Many a wife has deceived her 
huſband by a ſhew of fondnefs, but none, how 
little reaſon ſoever ſhe might have for letiing him 
ſee the power he had over her, could ever dliſ- 
guiſe her tenderneſs under the mafk of indiffer- 
ence. Mr. Cnoley, who, if we may judge by 
his writings, was no leſs a maſter-in the art of 
love, than Ovid himſelf, and ſeems to know all 
the turns and windings of that paſhon, lays it 
down. as an apparent truth, that, | 


Lowes fair reſemblance may with eaſe be ſhewn, 
But thoſe who have it, ne er can ſeem to have none. 


'THERE are a thouſand little incidents in life, 
which afford a woman proper opportunities of 
convincing” her hufband how very dear he is to 
her, without offending delicacy : I can give you 


an inſtance of one which happened to a lady of 


my acquaintance, which I never think of 'with- 
out pleaſure; it yas this. - 
4. 57. EE SLE | 


EGLI DA, for fo ] ſhall call her, happening 


to be abroad ſome what later than was her cul- 
tom, was attacked in coming home by tbree 
. . high - 


mY fp, - mw — — ivu wa ted 
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highwaymen, one of whom ſtopped the coach- 
man, another ſecured her footman behind, and 


the third preſented a piſtol to her breaſt, bidding 


her deliver her money, and what elſe ſhe ha 
of value about her, on which ſhe immediately 
gave him her purſe, watch, and the rings upon 
her fingers ; he was juſt going off with his booty, 
when recollecting her wedding- ring was amo 
the number of thoſe he had taken, ſhe deſir 
him to ſtop ; Hold, Sir, ſaid ſhe, I have another 
jewel which I will gladly exchange with you, for one of 
little value to any but myſelf ; the then plucked a 
rich bracelet from her arm, and on delivering it; 
conjured him to return her wedding- ring, telling 
him at the ſame time, that on condition he com- 
plied with her defire in this point, he might de- 
pend on all the intereſt in her power to ſave his 
life, in caſe the unfortunate methods he at pre- 


| ſent purſued, ſhould bring him under the ſen- 


tence of the law. She told me that the earneſt- 
neſs with which ſhe made this requeſt; had ſuch 
an effect upon this wretch, that, though inur'd 
to acts of violence and rapine, he could not for- 
bear returning the ring, burſting into a kind of 
rapturous acclamation on her conjugal virtue, 
and took his leave, wiſhing ſhe might long enjoy 
the happy man from whom ſhe had received that 
precious pledge. * 14 3%e 2 iy 
K e Ot Bil& nenn 
How evident a proof was here, that ſlie is 
charmed with the ſtate to which this ring had 
introduced her; and how much muſt it endear 
her to her worthy huſband ! But though, my 
dear, an incident of this kind may never happen 


to you, you cannot fail of meeting with others 


which will give you an equal opportunity of im- 
proving them to the advantage of — 
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and the ak of his affection, the two eſſen- 


tial ſupports of conjugal happineſs. — Adieu, my 
dear niece; by entertaining you on the theory, 1 


Have, perhaps, too long detained you from the 


practice.— I am 
Your moſt affectionate aunt, 
Misa, 


EPISTLE ILXII. 
From ARISTANDER to MxIIss A, being an at- 


t to praue, from the iples of reaſon and 
Ae, the . ies — — wan 


5 and the abſurdity and mearneſs f thoſe people's 
nations, uo degrade the of. their, ſpecter, 
aud put human nature on 4 level with that of the 
creatiam. 
f Auen, a 


HE converſation laſt night turned on a 
FJ ſubject in which I did not chuſe to in- 
S en I ſhould have had but 
SALD few bearers, moſt of thoſe who would 
have. oppoſed. the arguments I muſt neceſſarily 

have urged, being ſuch as are better pleaſed with 


what they ſay themſelves, than anything can be 


offered by another, and too much biggotted to 
the. mode, to be able to endure the leaſt word in 
contradiction to it: But to my inexpreſſible ſatis- 
faction, I found the amiable Aeliſſa ſeemed not 
altogether pleaſed with the pains a pert would-be- 
wit took to prove the brute creation equal, and in 


many reſpects even ſuperior to the r : 


Il perceive you were more than once opening 
your lovely mouth in vindication of the human 
1 ſpecies, 
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ſpecies, but were obli ed to ſuppreſs thoſe ad- 
mirable things nught have been expected from 
you, by interru tions no leſs ridiculous than ilt- 


- mannered: — fowerer, as the enemies of truth 


are induſtrious in propagatin hy notions they 
are reſolved to maintain, perpetual repe- 
tition of the ſame arguments Catlacious as they 
are) from perſons whoſe ſociety, in the ſtation 
you are, you cannot well avoid, in 519 
corrupt your religious principles, and ＋ 

doubtful concerning a future exiſtence, F Ake 


the liberty to preſent you with a few occafionat 


thoughts as they. occurred to me after n the 


company. 1, LES” 332 #73! 


| NotaiNnG is more Abe 5 me « than 6 
hear any man, of even common fenſe, make the 
kaſt doubt of the immoxtality of the foul, ſince 
even that very power of doubting confutes his own 
argument, and gives the ſtrongeſt proof againſt 
him. — Can the brute creation, with which theſe 
ſcepticks are ſo deſirous of, putting themſelves on 


2 level, conſider whether they are to live here 3 | 
to 


or not ? — Does the ox or Tae refl 
what purpoſe. they are hurried through the ſtreets? 
— Or have they an y previous idea of the ſlaughter- 
houſe, to eb d ey are drove? The moſt ſa- 
1 7 animal has Ka thought beyond what the 
nfes. conyey. A horſe on full gallop will ſtart 
and ſtop ſhort at the brink of a preeipjce, be⸗ 
25 he ſees it; but did not the optic nerve 
efriend him, he would rf not wr N y from 
an apprehenfion there. might be ſome ſuch danger 
in his way. The dog purſues the hare by de 
dent; the ear, of the * c warning of her 
enemy's I proach*: : —<hiſfink directs alt animals 


ARE things to chuſe the the beſtz” bur it is through 
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the 2 inſtinct operates: Some 
are guided chi the ſight, ſome by the 
ſmell, others by e . 55 — 1 the 
object ſtrikes one or other of the ſenſes, have a 
deſue of purſuing or avoiding, — It is man alone 
who has the power of forethought, of antici- 

ating in idea the good he wiſhes, or the ill he 
ears, of judginz, of comparing, and antici- 
pating events not yet arrived; — of forming 
ſchemes for happineſs, and contriving means to 
. - avert the frowns of adverſe fortune :—Fancy and 
imagination, the attributes of an intelligent ſoul, 
are no where to be found, but in man, and fur- 
niſn matter 7 ſpeculation to the mind, when 
the organs of ſenſe, through age or accident, 
are en or I Nb He and Milton 


were blind, yet we have glorious proofs of the 


"diſcerning mind in both thoſe admirable authors: 
— The mind through all her powers ſhining ir- 
-adiate, enabled them, as the latter truly ſays, 


SUD ISOELT1 5 16.£11557 135 0} 31-5 
"2393 FEENEET © * To fee and tell ö a 3 
2 1 * , le 1 t. l 
e things inviſible to mortal ſight, | 


"I BELIEVE common experience is an evidence 
with every one, that in darkneſs, . which ſhuts 
out all exterior objects, we are ſo far from want- 
ing ideas to entertain us, that for the moſt par 

our conceptions are flronger, more diſtin and 
clear, than in the brighteſt day; the reaſon of 
which is, the ſenſes, being employed with that 
variety which light preſents, are apt to occaſion a 
remilineſs of thought: — Even in ſleep, when 
the body is the ſame as dead, the mind ſtill lives 
and wakes : — We build, we take journies, 
make friendſhips, revenge injuries, do various 
offices of love or hatred, according to the _ 
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with which the ſoul is at that time agitated. — 
But this is fo admirably expreſſed in the 

entituled, . Night Thoughts, F | life, death, and 
immortality, that not to borrow a ſhort quotation 
from it, would be doing an injury to the ſubject 
I have taken in hand. Speaking of the immor- 


tality of the ſou}, he ſays, 


Tit paſt conjefture ! all things riſe in proof, 
While & er my limbs fleep's ſoft dominion's fpread : 
What tho my ſoul fantaſtic meaſures trod | 
Oer fairy fields, or mourn'd along the gloom 
Of pathleſs woods, or down the craggy fleep 
HurPd headlong, fuwam with pain the mantled pools 
CES the cliff, or danc d on hollow winds © 
ith antic ſhapes, wild natives of the brain? 
Her ceaſeleſs flight, tho devious, ſpeaks her naturt 
ſubtler eſſence than the trodden clod,* 
Active, aerial, tou ring, unconfin'd, 
Unfetter'd with her graſs companion's fall. 
Even ſilent night proclaims my foul immortal] 
Even ſilent night proclaims eternal day 1 
For human good heaven huſbands all events; 
Dull fleep inſtructs, nor ſport vain dreams in vain, 


IT ought to be no objection to the doctrine 
of what he advances here, that he is a clergy- 
man, and it is his profeſſion to preach in this 
manner. He is indeed a divine, but he is alſo 
a man of underſtanding and a philoſopher, and 
whatever his function may lead him to ſay in the 
pulpit, he is under no neceffity of preaching in 
poetry, if he were not in reality convinced of 
this great truth, and thought himſelf bound, by 
all the arguments in his power, to inculcate into 
others the heavenly doctrine of the immortality 
ef the ſoul. ' i e 45.48 


You 
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-- You-ſee, madam, I have mentioned not one 
word of religion, have borrowed no proofs from 
ſacred writ, nor repreſented how far we are 
bound, by the precepts of chriſtianity, to believe 
in and depend upon a future ſtate: I have only 
endeavoured to expoſe the folly and abſurdity of 
a contrary opinion, and how far ſetting aſide 
the laws and ordinances of all churches in the 
world, we fin againſt ourſelves in being of a con- 
trary opinion.— The deft, the pagan, he that 
ſcarce allows of one God, or he that worſhips 
ten thouſand, are equally with the chriſtian con- 
cerned in this diſpute :—It is the right of reaſon, 
the right of the powers within ourſelves, which 
oblige us to acknowledge the half divinity of our 

nature, and conſequently that the part which is 
G muſt be immortal and unperiſhable. 


I Have formerly very much wondered, what 
ſhould give riſe to ſuch mean notions in mankind, 
who, in other things, have but too much pride, 
till a little conſideration diſcovered to me that it 
was to this very pride it was owing :— Strange 
paradox ! you will fay, yet I think this ſeeming 
oppoſition may be eaſily reconciled : — All ages 
have produced men, who, not content with diſ- 
playing their talents in a road, through which 
many had paſſed before them, have ſet up for 
broaching new doctrines, and inventing new ſy- 
ſtems, in contradiction to the former; ſo that 
the pride of being thought the firſt who was able 
to arrive at tuth, has laid the foundation, of all 
the falſloodt that gradually have crept into the 
world. This reſolving all things into matter, 
and turning immortality out of doors, is doubt- 
leſs derived from the ſame ſource: The moſt 


lure, as well as moſt eaſy method any one _ 
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take to acquire the reputation of a zo#t, is firſt to 
affect a particularity of opinion, and then to be 
noiſy and obſtinate in maintaining it : I cannot 
believe that Lurretius himſelf had really thoſe 
unworthy ideas of human nature which ſome part 
of his writings maintain: but I have long fince 
been aſhamed of the countenance they have 
given to his diſciples, who, wanting eapacity to 
imitate. his nobler works, are vain and proud ef 
doing. it 1a this. 


Bur after all, theſe ole are e be 


pitied: What can be more melancholly than a 


life of con:inual doubt ! for I am pretty poſitive 


no man can allure himfelf of annihilation 5 to 


doubt, therefore, and doubt not, till at laſt they 
drop into a dreadful certainty, when conviction 
will come too late, and à ſenſe of paſt fidelity 
can only terminate in defpair; is à condition, 
which as the truly wiſe will never fall into, it is 
their duty to afford all the warnings they are ca- 
pable of, againſt the infatuation to which Woo 
minds r be ſubjected. 176 | 


Tuvs, madam, 1 fatter mytelf you are con- 


vinced that pride is che original of thoſe notions 
which in the eye of reaſon appear ſo 3 and 
abſurd; for my part, I never hear a perſon,” who 

I know has more underſtanding than to believe 
what he ſays, make uſe of the powers of human 


nature, to depreciate human nature, without 


remembering a ſong, which in my younger days 
was much in vogue, and by muy changing one 
word, is the exact deſcription of what a modern. 
free-thinker mult feel within himſelf, 5 


Tias pride Bob as Ball, ee i324 
That firſt made me rebel, From. 
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eee victim ¶ fell, 
BY 9%, fool, that e not when 1 was — 


9 iT AM ready however to a; and am fo 
to find it ſo, that there are many, who mean aur 4 
unhappily drawn into this way of thinking; they 
are deceived by the ſpecious pretence of morality, 
and taught ta believe that, to do good actions, 
excluſive of the hopes of future happineſs, is ſub- 
lime perfection, but to act from a principle of re- 
ward, is mean, ſelfiſh, and mercenary.— This 
ſounds well indeed; could it be reduced to prac- 
tice, Nobody will deny but that a ſtrict moralit; 
comprehends every virtue, every beneficient 
quality; it teaches us not to infringe on any ac- 
count the laws of ſociety; to do hurt to no man, 
and all the good in our power to every one; 
whoever keeps up entirely to this, deſerves the 
utmoſt applauſe : — But, alas] Who is the man? 


The pernicious paſſions, in ſpite of precept, in 


ſpite of our.own wiſh, will often get the better 
of the more noble. To db to others as we would they 
ſhould do unto us, is a rule of unconteſted: authg- 
rity : it ſpeaks to the underſtanding ; but will it 


vern the heart? will it prevent ſelf-gratifica- 


tions and guilty, indulgencies, when the flames of 
appetite rage ? let experience anſwer theſe queſ- 
tions. No, it is the ſtedfaſt belief of immerta- 
lity alone can enable us to reſiſt that torrent of 
temptations, the world and its e e are 
continual] pouring upon us; n wil 
is of itle too WAS | to item che tid 


Bur I forget I am writing to a 17099 who 
thou gb ſurrounded with all that renders this 
worl 


_ teſtified 


— 


. of a PN ud, * her mage behaviour 


ſo charming, as to make many of her age 
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teſtified ſhe regards it no other than as it really 
is, a ſtate of probation, has views far beyond the 
tinſel lendor 4 of a court, and is ambitious of 


ſhining an | angyy in a ſuperior orb. 


May you ever remain firm and unſhaken in 
theſe principles, which will gain you a ſettled em- 
pire over the hearts of all the wiſe and good on 
earth, and alone entitle you to a glorious here- 
nter I am, madam, 

Your faithfully devoted ſervant, 
ARISTANDER, 


P. S. Tux excellent S2phronia came in as I 
was going to ſeal this, and finding it directed 
to you, would needs fee the contents: — After 
peruſing what I had wrote, ſhe obliged me to 
add a quotation, which nothing but her com- 
mands could have made me inſert to you, from 
an old poet, whoſe works ſhe ſays you are well 
acquainted with ;— The lines are e theſe: . 


Fair modęſtiys a chem 7 
Se flamp'd and blended in the female race; [464 
. That nathing but a court can you grace. 


Once more 1 am, the © charming Mets Mees, Kee. 


* 


@ 
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EPISTLE LXIV. 


From CI AM ARA to SOPHRONIA, giving ber an 
account of the finiſhing a fine building ſhe had been 


at vaſt expence in erecting, and the many incun- 


veniences which deprived her of all the ſatisfaclian 
he hoped to have found in it; with ſame moral 
reflections on the vanity and diſappointment of all 

fublunary expectations. 
Dear madam, 
HE labour of five years is at laſt com- 
>> pleated ;— nothing for pleaſure or con- 
ax &y venience is wanting in my houſe ; 1 
DIR might alſo add grandeur, for there is 
Certain air of ſtatelineſs in the whole, which has 
acquired it the name of a palace in epitome: 
As I was the architect myſelf, and all is executed 
exactly according to the plan I drew up, you 
may perhaps be curious to know what ſort of 
fancy, for I pretend not to any {kill in rules, is 
Jhewn in this particular: — The building is 
ſquare, very lofty, and having. the advantage of 
{ſtanding on an eminence, may be ſeen at a con- 
ſiderable diſtance : — My court-yard is encom- 
| paſſed with an iron palaſadoe pretty high, will 
contain upwards of twenty coaches without 
crowding, and leads you by a flight of ſteps in- 
to a hall, ſpacious enough for a houſe of {1x times 
the bigneſs of mine: It is ſupported by two 
rows of pillars, five on a fide, between which 
you walk to the great ſtair-caſe; on the right- 
hand of this hall, or /alle, a folding-door opens 
| into 
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into a palour of the ſame length, within which 
is a ſmall drawing-room; on the left are three 
other parlours, of about fourteen foot ſquare, and 
theſe take up all the ground below ſtairs.— M 
middle floor conſiſts of a gallery the whole . 7 
of the houſe, with arched windows on the one 
fide, and chambers on the other; —A little 
avenue between leads to a large dining- room and 
drawing- room; — the third is lodging- rooms, 
with an iron balcony over the gallery, and above 


all a turret, or lanthorn, to which you aſcend 


by winding ſtairs, is large enough for a dozen 
people to be ſeated in commodiouſly, and has a 
view of the whole country, for many miles 
round; as to the kitchen, confectionary, and 
other offices, they are at a diſtance from the 
houſe, but have a communication with it, by a 
pallage under ground, ſo as every thing comes 
hot to table. . 


As to my gardens, I have contrived them in 
2 manner no leſs out of the common road; all 


the grounds belonging to the houſe, of which 
there is a vaſt extent, except one ſmall plat for 


flowers, are laid out in green walks, cloſe ar- 
bours in the midſt of thickets, grots, by the {ids 
of a little canal, which, with a good deal of ex- 
pence, I have had cut out, and ſapplies ſome 
caſcades I have made; and falling from a-kind 
of rock, which is allo artificial, on ſome-ſhells 
and pebbles L have filled the valley beneath it 
with, makes a moſt agreeable- murmur, and 
might lull the mind of a perſon who delights in 
ſolitude, into a reſverie far beyond all the plea- 
lure Which a mixed ſociety of eternal talkers can 
beſtow. In ſine, madam; I ſuited this receſs to 
my own way of thinking, and flattered _— 


aba 'EPISTLES - Boox V. 


with enjoying many delightful hours of contem- 
plation, in a place which ſo much indulged it: 
II took ſo much pleaſure in the idea, that the 
whole time the work was finiſhing, I ſcarce 
thought of any thing elſe: I "roſe before the 
ſun, encouraging the artiſicers to be diligent by 
all the means in my power, and laboured as 
much as any of them in ſuch things as my 
ſtrength and capacity would permit, and when 
at laſt it was completed, beheld the product of 
my brain with a ſatigacion not to be deſcribed : 
I ranged through the winding paths of the wil- 
derneſs.—T viewed the cloſe alcoves, the bowers 
of jeſſamin, the grots, and ſaid to myſelf, here 
zwill J fit defended from the ngon-tide heat; — he, 
_ with ſome choſen friend, will I run over the vanitios 
of the gay noiſy world, and laugh at the follies 
the giady great; — here enjoy the feet delights of 
innocence and peace; — here, when alone, give a 
fooſe to the muſt rapturous meditations on the great 
author ef nature, — examine my paſt life, and ſludy 
to regulate the future: —In fine, I expected to 
reap the joys of paradiſe on this ſilvan ſcene, and 
to enjoy what 1s not to be found on earth, a per- 
fect repoſe, an undiſturbed content: I thought 
myſelf now in poſſeſſion of what I fo long and 
ardently have wiſhed for, a calm retreat from 
buſineſs, from cares, from more vexatious cere- 
mony, and all thoſe fantaſtic follies, which are 
miſcalled pleaſures: No longer now envyed the 
fields of Tempe and Arcadia, nor wiſhing my lot 
had been caſt beyond the Alps, cryed out, with 
Addiſon, | | 


Bear me ſome God to Baia's gentle ſeats, 

Or cover me in Umbria's green retreats, | 
. Wiert e en rough rocks with tender myrtle bloom, 
| And trodden weeds ſend out a rich perfume ; 
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There weſtern gales eternally reſide, 

And all the fats laviſh all their pride; 
Blaſſims, and fruits, and flowers, together riſe, 
And the whole year in gay confuſion lies. 


Bur, dear madam, what I had thot ht fo 


permanent, proved but a flattering ill 9 2 
ſhadowy proſpect of felicity, — only by my 
own ſanguine imagination: — I had ſcarce began 
to taſte the ſweets of this ſolitude, before it loſt 
that name, and became a theatre where people 
of all degrees appear, and act their ſeveral parts: 

— My hall is crowded with footmen, my draw- 
ing-rocm with perſons of perhaps not a ſuperior 
u. nderſtanding: — My walks fo formed for loneli- 
neſs, ſeem now the mall in St. 7ames's park in 
a hot ſummer's evening: My arbors, mygroves, 
reſound with amorous tales, inſtead of pious 


ejaculations ; all is the reverſe of what I intended: 


— Not only. the neighbouring gentry, but thoſe 
from diſtant countries, ſuch as I never had the 
leaſt acquaintance with, take the pretence of 
complimenting me on my fine taſte, as they are 
pleaſed to term it: Curioſity at firſt excites, 
and, as = ſay, a prodigious liking, ſome of 
one thing, ome of another, obliges them to re- 
peat their viſits. One admires the ſituation of 
my houſe, another the extenſive proſpect from 
the turret, a third is tranſported with my gar- 


dens, and thus to my very great misfortune, ſome 


part or other has a charm for every body, —-I 
now find that I have been all this while labour- 
ing to purchaſe, at an infinite expence, what I 
— ladly double the ſum to be rid of, and this 
indeed 12 


myſelf liberty to reflect how ſeldom we ſee any 


thing in the end really advantageous which we 
Vol. I. N e 
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have with too much . purſued, how in- 


nocent ſoever it may be. As the poet truly 
gy | 

S Mund a we are, our wiſhes N. vain, 
That what we moſt defire, proves moſt our pain, 


11 MIGHT have enjoyed that ſolitude I choſe, 
had I contented myſelf with the old dion 


houſe of my fore-fathers ; but I muſt be elegantly 


rural, — 1 ſolitary, and by my parade 
intended to avoid. 


You will certainly laugh at me, and 1 heartily 


| deſerve it; but this diſappointment, dear as it 


haſt coſt me, has done me one very great piece 
cf ſervice, it has taught me the folly of ſetting my 
heart upon any one thing, and will I hope enable 
me for the future to check all thofe inordinate 
emotions of impatience and expedition, which, 
when indulged, give ſo much pain to the breaſt 
that entertains them, and may end in more diſ- 


| Ba fg ION of anne kind, 


I FLATTER myſelf, however, you will pity 
the inconveniencies in which my folly hasinvolved 
me, and from which I have no way to extricate 
myſelf without being uncivil and unhoſpitable : — 
Winter and unpaſſable roads are all that can re- 
lieve me, but then I ſhall be equally unhappy in 
being deprived of thoſe I with to fee, as I am at 
preſent in being compelled to ſee thoſe I would 
avoid; ſo that in all ſeaſons, and in all weathers, 
my condition is like to be uncomfortable enough : 


As I know your ill ſtate of health will not per- 
mit you to take ſo long a journey, I beg that, 


as often as you are able to write, the the poſt, may 
| bring 
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bring me aſſurances of the continuance of that 
friendſhip you have favoured me with, and which 
will always give the higheſt ſatisfaction to, 


Madam, 
Mur moſt obliged ſervant, 
CIAMARA. 


EPISTLE "EXY: 


From ORIANA, to a gentleman who had eourted 
her a ling time, and Twas encouraged in his ad- 
areljes, both by her parent and herſelf; but whom 
Joe was obliged to break of with, on account of 
ſome extraordinary obligations another, who de- 
manded her in marriage, had conferred upon their 


family. 


Sir, ; 


HAVE weighed in the balance of un- 
© 7 biaſſed juſtice, what duty to the belt 
2 of parents demands from me, with 
e what is owing to myſelf, and find the 
ſormer, in ſpite of love, Who with all his might 


ftrives to puil down the ſeale, extremely prepon- 


derates: —You are not unacquainted with the 
infinite obligations my father has to Honorius, 
when on a late unhappy occaſion he was in dan- 
ger of loſing both his life and fortune; that gene- 
rous man, that beſt of friends, ſtepped in be- 
tween him and the offended laws, employed all 
his influence, all his credit, ſpared neither colt 
nor pains to reſcue him from a fate which ſeemed 
inevitable: — Such a redemption from infamy 


and everlaſting miſery. ſurely, deſerves the moſt 
| N 


2 grateſul 


ß ß oor v, 


grateful acknowledgments of all our family ; and 
can I, the child of the perſon thus preſerved, 
alone be thankleſs for the bounty ?—Can I re- 
member my father's forlorn condition, my mo- 
ther's agonies, the terrors and confuſions of all 
my kindred, without remembring alſo by whom 
we were delivered from this ſcene of woe ? — By 
whom it was that the direful proſpect was re- 
verſed, and peace and joy ſubſtituted in its place? 
And ought not this remembrance to excite in me 
all the tenderneſs and good will a ſoul is capable 
of feeling? You are too generous not to con- 
feſs this truth, tho” it is an enemy to thoſe ſoft 
deſires, which ſo long have mutually engroſſed 
our hearts. — You cannot, you will not, I hope, 
complain that as my poor perſon is all the re- 
compence demanded, or all in the power of a diſ- 
treſſed family to offer, I have at laſt reſolved to 
ſacrifice love to pay the debt of gratitude and 
duty: —It was with extreme reluctance my fa- 
ther ſignified his pleaſure to me on this ſcore; 

ou would have pitied the ſtruggles his honeſt 
heart endured between the ſenſe of what he 
owed Honorius, and the promiſe he had made 
to you :— Scarce could he pronounce the dread- 
ful command, that I muſt ſtudy to forget our 
loves, without tears; and 1 know not if a little 
oppoſition on my part would not have overcome 
his reſolution. — = Philacles, could I ſee him 
thus, without wiſhing to put an end to his an- 
xieties? — No, I reſolved rather to do the greateſt 
violence to myſelf that nature could ſuſtain, and 
at once yielded to receive Honorius, and excuſe 
my ſelf to you: I told him alſo that I was cer- 
tain you would rather pity than condemn the 
ſevere neceſſity we both were under; give no teſ- 
timony chat I was deceived in my opinion, 1 
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conjure you by all the love you have profeſt for 
me, and by all the innocent marks you have 
received of mine ; think of me as little as poſ- 
ſible, as J have now promiſed, and ſhall fincerely 
endeavour to do of you : —My heart, alas! and 
all its wiſhes, will ſhortly be the right of another ; 
let your's, therefore, ſeek out ſome happier ob- 
jet: —To reſign chearfully thoſe expectations 
which you have ſo often ſworn made the whole 
happineſs of your life, will prove you more the 
hero, than all the danger you have ſo glorioully 
faced in the field of battle, 


I FLATTER myſelf I need not make it my 
requeſt, that 7 will hereafter avoid coming into 
my ſight : —You muſt know, that ſuch a meet- 
ing would but add to our preſent diſtreſs, by re- 
viving the remembrance of thoſe happy hours we 
have paſt together: It could not but be aflit- 
ing to you, and might render me utterly unable 
to act with decency the part I am determined ta 
ſuſtain : —I even deſire you will ſend no anſwer 
to this, but look upon it as the laſt breathings of 
a paſſion which muſt now be dead, and for ever 
as effectually loſt to you, as if the heart that har- 


boured it, had ceaſed its vital motion. 


1 HAvE put all the written proofs J have re- 
ceived of your affection, into the hands of Fa- 
rinda, who will ſhortly deliver them to you, and 
by whom I beg thoſe I have given you of mine, 
may be returned :—Farewell, O Philacles ! 
how hard it is to ſay, eternally farewell. 

| ORIANA, 


P. S. I cannot cloſe this without doing juſ- 


tice to your rival, by * you he was, and 


3 13 
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is entirely ignorant of any pre-engagement my 
heart had entered into, and ought therefore to be 
abſolved in your opinion, from the guilt of 
having endeavoured to ſupplant you in the af- 
fections of Th | 


ORIANA. 


"  EPISTLE LXVI. 


From the ſame to PHILOCLES, on hearing he had 
polen diſreſpeci fully of ber in public company, and 
made a very great jeſt of her intended marriage 
' with HoxoRI1vus, intimating as i being forſaken 

[4 


by him, on ſome reaſons he thought he had for fi 
doing, fhe had laid hold on the fr offer that pre- 
* ſented itſelf. 


Meft ungenerous and untuorthy man 
0 U have conferred an obligation on 
> me, which I am well convinced it was 
not in your nature to intend, —You 
thought to blacken my reputation in 
the opinion of my friends, inſtead of which you 
have deſtroyed your own, and entirely cleared 
me from the guilt of inconſtancy, if any there 
were who would have condemned my change: 
gut this is the leaſt ſervice you have done me; 
the diſcovery of your baſeneſs has utterly extin- 
guiſhed in me all the remains of an affection, 
which perhaps, it would otherwiſe have been 
difficult in me to have extinguiſhed: —I now 
tank heaven for having enabled me to reſiſt the 
_ dictates of ſo miſtaken a tenderneſs, and for de- 
fending me from falling into the hands of a pou 
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ſo void of honour, juſtice, and even common 
decency : — You have now, I thank you, put it 
in my power to reward the affection and merits 
of Hanorius, with a whole heart: In going with 
him to the altar I ſhall now feel no reluctance, 
no ſecret remorſe, to caſt a cloud on my brow, 
and render the ſacred union but half compleat. 


You, doubtleſs, imagine you have behaved 
extremely artful in this affair, and as your pride 
would not beat to have it ſaid you had been for- 
ſaken by me, fo you were willing alſo to avoid 
the cenſure of infidelity, by pretending you had 
mighty reaſons for breaking off with me.— The 
falſhood of this your letters will demonſtrate, 
which I have deſired Florinda not to part with, 

in order to defend my character from any impu-- 
tations your malice, or your vanity, may at- 
tempt to brand it with. Vou may expoſe mine, 
if you think proper. — They who read them will 
ſee I was deceived by an opinion of you which 
you little merited, and I flatter myſelf that all 
reaſonable people will forgive an error which 
my youth and inexperience of mankind betrayed 
me into, eſpecially as that good opinion was 
productive of no conſequences in the leaſt incon- 


ſiſtent with the ſtricteſt modeſty and virtue. 


IT would indeed have been hard to have pre- 
vailed on me to give any credit. to a ſtory of 
ſuch unparallelled baſeneſs, had what you ſaid 
at lady Betty's aſſembly, not only been athrmed 
by perſons of unqueſtionable yeracity, who were 
there, but alſo proved by the diſreſpectful, the 
almoſt contemptuous manner in which you 
treated my laſt letter, when delivered to you by 
Florinda ; a letter dictated by a bleeding heart, 

| N 4 and 
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and blotted with the ſincereſt tears : Perfidious 
and ungrateful wretch ! How aſhamed am I to 
have ever thought you worthy of ſo tender a 
concern | But your fair profeſſions deceived my 
father, and might well impoſe on an artleſs 
maid : — I ſhall now endeavour to baniſh all re- 
morſe, as I have already done the tender folly 
that occaſioned it, that I may have nothing to 
damp the ſatisfaction I ought to feel in having 
eſcaped the ſnares of the very worſt of men, and 

being under the protection of the beſt. 


HoweEveR, if any thoughts of you ſhould 
hereafter float on my mind, as thoſe we leaſt 
defire to indulge will ſometimes do, my reſent- 
ment will be mixed with ſome ſhare of pity, for 

our having, by ſuch an inadvertent and ridiculous 
1 diſcov=red a baſeneſs of diſpoſition, 
which muſt for ever loſe you the eſteem of as 
many as ſhall know the injuſtice you have done ta 
the injured 
 Ortana, 


End of the Firtru Book, 
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EPISTLE LXVII. 


From FLORELLA to CLARIN DA, with a conti- 
nuation of the flory of Ros iN DA, as began in tho 
fourth book, 4 : 


Dear CLARINDA, By + 
TAKE the opportunity of the firſt 
poſt, to gratify the good-natured 

7 curioſity you expreſs for the fate of 
poor Ro/rda, but I know not whe- 
ther you will think you have any 
reaſon to thank me for it, ſince I have nothing 
to inform you of, but accidents, which to hear 
of, mult give an infinity of pain to a mind ſo ge- 
nerous as yours. | 


My laſt acquainted you, how that unfortu- 
nate young creature was deaf to all the argu- 
ments I could urge to bring her to a diſcovery of 
her real circumſtances ; but at laſt gratitude, for 
the favours I had conferred on her, as ſhe ſaid, 
prevailed to overcome the reſolution ſhe had 
taken of carrying that fatal ſecret to the grave: 
She told me, ſhe would force herſelf, in obedi- 
ence to my commands, to write the whole ſhock» 

Ns ing 
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ing account of her misfortunes, being unable 10 


Five it me by word of mouth. , 


AccoRDiNnG to her promiſe, the next day ſhe 


preſented. me with. a paper, conjuring me.at the 
ſame time, that when I had conſidered the con- 
tents; Þwould afford her my advice and aſſiſtance 
to diſpoſe of herſelf in ſome manner, ſo as never 
ta. be ſeen again by any one who had ever known 


her.—T told her the might depend on any thing 


in my power for her conſolation, and retired to 


my cloſet to examine what ſhe bad wrote, which 
I tound as follows. 


De ſtory of the zaudene ROSIND A. | 


ce Madan, 


AS your ladyſhip is informed by Phileinon of 
my birth, and the affairs of my family, till 
a few 275 before that appointed for my marriage 
with him, there is no occaſion for my troubling 
you with the repetition: O] would to heaven 
that all had ended there! That it had been the 
period of my life, and I had then flept with my 
dear parents, in innocence and peace | — But 
how unavailing are complaints, — my woes are 
paſt retrieve, and I am a wretch confirm'd. 


£« PHILE MON has, 1 told you 
the price my uncle ſet upon me, and how his 
Javiſh love granted all was aſked of him; but 
he knew not with what little ſatisfaRion bis 
compliance was received . by the perſon. who ex- 
acted it : — As I was far from imagining the hor- 
ri motive, I have often been amazed at this 
extraordinary, and indecd unreafonable care of 
my intercſt in a man, who was allied to oy 
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ſhe, though partial enough in her affection for 
me, thought, that in my precarious ſituation, 
the offers of Philemon ſufficiently advantageous, 
without that extravagant ſettlement he had agreed 


to.—Alas ! I have ſince a dreadful reaſon to 
know it was never expected from him, and that 


my inhuman uncle propoſed it with no other 
view, than to break the match, as the ſequel of 
my unhappy ſtory will but too plainly evince.— 
] was, however, too much taken up with my 
tenderneſs for Philemon, and the preparations for 


our nuptials, to give much attention to any 


thing elſe, and was now fo far from ſuſpecting 
there could be any impediment to my happineſs, 
that I looked upon it no leſs certain, than if al- 
ready accompliſhed. 1 


„ THERE wanted not above four days to 
that in which my hand was to be given to him 
who had been long in poſſeſſion of my heart, 
when my aunt received a letter, acquainti 
her, that a beloved fon ſhe had at board about 
ftteen miles from London, was taken ill of the 
ſmall-pox, on which ſhe went directly to him, 
accompanied by a phyſician and her woman: — 
As ſhe could not propoſe coming back the ſame 
day, my uncle promiſed to go the next mornin 
and fetch her: — You will, doubtleſs, madam, 
think this incident of little importance to the 
ſtory you; expect from me, yet was it of the 
greateſt, and had it not happened, it would have 
been impoſſible for me to have been the wretch I 
5 | 
; © PHILE MON, who never failed ſeeing 
me every day, ſupped at our houſe that night, 
and my uncle, r to us both, . 
ce 
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he pretended, would not go out as his wife was 
abſent. — He treated Philemon with an extraor- 
dinary civility, but ſeemed more penſive than 
uſual, which I imputed to his concern for my 
little coufin's indiſpoſition. I was not long, 
however, in a condition to take much notice of 
any thing, for the cloth was ſcarce taken away 
before ſuch an exceflive drowſineſs fell on me, 
that I had all the difficulty imaginable to keep 
my eye-lids from cloſing. — Philemon obſerving 
it, took his leave, and the moment he was gone, 
] begged my uncle's permiſſion to retire, and 
made all the haſte I could to bed, where I was 
no ſooner laid, than I fell into a profound fleep ; 
had heaven been pleaſed that it had been my 


laſt; but oh! too ſoon I awaked! awaked to 


eternal miſeries and ſhame | — Imagination fick- 
ens at the remembrance |! — A thouſand horrors 


riſe to my diſtracted mind, and drive me to de- 


ſpair ! — Swift let me haſten to the ſhocking pe- 


_ riod; I found myſelf cloſe lock'd in the arms of 


a man! At firſt I thought it was a dream, and 
ttruggled to be more awake, and throw off the 
odious idea; but oh] my ruin was too real, and 
the author of it my perhdious uncle. —In that 


inſtant of my fury I would have broke from his 
*graſp, and with my cries raiſed all that were in 


the houſe to have been witneſſes of his villainy, 


but alas! T could do neither the one nor the 


other; all the ſtrength I could muſter up, was 


_ infinitely too feeble when oppoſed to his, and 
he took care to muffle me ſo in the hedcloaths, 
that my voice could not be heard, ſo was in ſpite 


of all my efforts, obliged not only to remain the 

helpleſs wretched victim of his baſe defires, but 

alſo to hear the impudent defence he made for 

his proceedings ! O let the name of love __ 
| or 
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forth be held in deteſtation, —let it never be 
pronounced by any virtuous youth, or modeſt 
virgin, fince ſo abhorred a monſter made it his 
plea for the undoing the innocence he was bound 
by all the laws of God and man to have protected. 


«© Hr confeſſed to me, that he had long 


formed the deſign he now had taken the oppor- 


tunity of my aunt's abſence to perpetrate; that 
the had no ſooner left the houſe than he procured 
a ſleeping potion, which, unſeen by any body, 
he had mingled in a cup of wine and water, out 
of which I was always accuſtomed to drink. 


© DAY-BREAK at length releaſed me from 
his loathed ſociety ; but need I tell you, madam, 
the dreadful images that reflection on what had 


paſt, preſented to my tortured brain, — The re- 


membrance of the faithful, the generous Phzle- 


mon, that which the day before made all my joy, 
was now my curſe ; —his diſappointment, my 


_ own irremediable ruin, the uncertainty in what 


manner I ſhould behave, gave me a ſaid vari 

of anguiſh :-— When I thought of ſeeking ſome 
means of revenge, the ſhock of expoſing my own 
ſhame, together with my uncle's wickedneſs, 
deterred me; beſides, I knew not to what 
lengths ſuch a diſcovery might tranſport my poor 


aunt, who is but too fond of this unworthy huſ- 


band; ſo that on the whole, I reſolved to k 
the fatal ſecret to myſelf; but how to condu 
myſelf in doing ſo, was the extremeſt difficulty : 
It was not in nature to find a pretence for break 
ing with Philemon; — and to continue in the 
houſe and in the preſence of my barbarous un- 
doer; to wear an inforced: civility to him in 


publie, and whenever any . ee | 
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to be liable to a-ſecond abuſe, ſtruck freſh hor- 
rors to my ſoul; in fine, the more I weighed 
the circumſtances of my ſituation, the more I 
was confounded in my purpoſes: — As I could 
not, however, bear the ſight of Philemon, whom 
I ſtill loved with an exceſs of paſſion, and to 
whom I was for ever loſt, I feigned myſelf in- 
diſpoſed and kept my bed: — My aunt: on her 
return was extremely concerned to find me in 
the condition I pretended: Philemon was in- 
conſolable at being refuſed admittance to my 
chamber, all my acquaintance were perſecutin 
me with meſſages to enquire after my health, 
but above all I was perplexed with my wicked 
uncle, who having the 'privilege of coming to 
bed-{ide, would, even in his wife's preſence, 
take hold of my hand, as to feel my pulſe, and 
preſs it between his, and many other actions, 
which by thole in the room were taken for pa- 
| tenderneſs, - but which I too well knew the 
cons meaning of: —Every thing contributed 
to render my continuing where 1 was inſupport- 
able to me,-yet how, or where to go, 1 knew 
not; — for three days I continued in agitations 
not to be expreſſed, and ſhould have continued 
ſo yet longer, had not my aunt talked of con- 
ſulting a phyſician on my account, the appre- 
henſions that he would diſcover the feint I had 
made uſe of, determined me 0 go privately 
away from that deteſted houſe, and get into 
ſome place of concealment, no matter where, ſo 
J eſcaped the ſight of all who knew me ;—ac- 
cordingly I roſe in the night, packed up the few 
jewels I Was miſtreſs of, and what other things 
could carry in a bundle, and opening the door 
as ſoftly. 2 got out before any of the fa- 
mily was ſtirring: As mine was not a condi- 
61 : | tion 


Eis r. lxvii. fr LADIES, 279 


tion to admit of making any confident, I would 
go to none of my acquaintance, but went to the 
waterſide and got into the firſt boat I found. —I 
made the fellows row to Greemurch, where 1 


Went into a houſe rather to conſider what courſe - 


I ſhould now take, than for any refreſhment, 
though indeed I ſtood in need of it. After ſome 
little time of reflection, IL thought it would be 
the ſureſt way to diſappoint the ſearch which I 
knew would be made for me, to get over to 
France; accordingly I hired a barge, for the 
Graveſend boat, which uſually carries paſſengers, 
was gone off: — When I arrived there, I was 
informed no ſhip was ready to fail for any of the 
ports of France; this intelligence at firſt alarmed 
me, but I immediately after found a little coaſt- 
ing veſſel bound for ——, juſt going out :—lt 
was indifterent to. me whither I went, provided 
I was far enough from purſuit, and as I knew no 
body in this whole country, it was not lik-cly I 
ſhould be ſought here ; your ſteward has doubt- 
leſs made you acquainted with what followed, 
till I had the hanour of being preſented to you, 


with whom I have taſted ſo much eaſe and con- 
tent, as rendered me almoſt forgetful of my mis- 
fortune, till Philemon, becoming unhappily a 


gueſt here, renewed the memory with double 
force: —I had forgot to mention, that not being 
able to quit him for ever, without a laſt farewel, 
which I tent by a porter I picked up in the ſtreet, 
I know not whether he received it; if he did, I 
doubt not but he has acquainted you with the 
contents, 553.197 57 2 | 


| 6 Tunsx, moſt dear and honoured madam, 
are all the particulars of my unhappy fate, and 
ſuch as I believe you will own, mult for — 
al render 
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render me unworthy of the felicity I once 
thought myſelf ſo near poſleſling : —Pity is all 


the conſolation can now be afforded to the be- 
trayed and ruined 
© RogsinDA,” 


Jupce, my dear Clarinda, how much [ have 
been affected with this ſad relation; Sir John, 
to whom I communicated it, bears a part with 
me: — Philemon is yet a ſtranger to it, and ſhall 
be, unleſs I can get her conſent for that purpoſe, 
which I do not abſolutely deſpair of, as I bave 
endeavoured to convince her, that the ſuſpence 
he labours under is more afflicting, and may be 
_ of worſe conſequence, than the cruel cer- 

ty: -A few days will, doubtleſs, put ſome 
er 1100 to the whole adventure, which I will not 

i to acquaint you, with; in the mean time, 
could not omit letting you into as much of it as 
I was miſtreſs of myſelf : — Adieu, I have time 
to add no more at preſent than that I am, with 
an een n _ _ Clarmaa, 


Frog ELLA. 


EPISTLE IXVII. 
From FLORBIIA to CLARINDA, with the ſequel 
of the tory of PHILEMON and ROSINDA. 


6 Deer Ci ADA, 

CAN now give you the ſequel of 2 
$I 1 ſtory which is indeed too intereſting 
| not to juſtify all the impatience you 
«IR expreſs. Poor Rojmda has at length 
come to a reſolution, and taken that a + 
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in her irremediable misfortune, ſhe thought was 
moſt befitting her. — But you ſhall judge whether 
ſhe has not ſtrained honour to a pitch too high, 
in acting as ſhe has done. | 


Tae diſtraction Philemon was in, to be under 
the ſame roof with his beloved Ro/mda, yet be 
denied the ſight of her, or even the knowledge of 
the reaſon wherefore he was ſo, gave me a great 
deal of anxiety ; but I had given my word to 
Rojmaa, and would not communicate what ſhe 
had entruſted to me, without her permiſſion: 
When I repreſented to her the condition he was 
in, and ſet before her eyes the fatal effects fo 
cruel a ſuſpence might occaſion, ſhe wept bitterly, 
and told me, that nothing prevented her from 
conſenting he ſhould be made acquainted with 
the ſhocking circumſtance of her undoing, but 
the fears that the love he had for her would 
make him revenge her wrongs upon her wicked 
uncle: — Much, ſaid ſhe, I owe to the tenderneſs 
and generoſity of Philemon; but I oe alſo much to 
that maternal care my dear aunt has always taken 0 
mne: — She doats upon that monſter of i 
continued ſhe, and I am certain could not ſupport 
with life the knowledge of his crime, much leſs the 
puniſhment it deſerves, and which Philemon would 

not be reſtrained, by any conſiderations, from imnfutt- 


ing on him. 


3 


I FouxDd ſo much weight in this argument, 
that I ſaid no more to her at that time; but the 
deſpair of Philemon, and Sir Fohn's inceſtant im- 
portunities on that ſcore, made me repeat all I 
had urged before, and add all I could to exag- 
gerate the truth; which was indeed but little, 
tor certainly there could not be a greater * 
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of pity, than the paſſionate and deſparing lover, 
whole cauſe I took upon me to plead ; which at 
laſt I did with ſuch ſucceſs, that the conſented 1 
ſhould ſhew kim the paper ſhe had given me, on 
condition I firſt enacted a ſolemn vow from him 
to keep the contents an inviolable ſecret from all 
the world, and whatever reſentment he might 
conceive againſt the perſon mentioned therein, 
to reſtrain it from breaking out by any words or 
actions whatſoever, bal ; JOEY 


Tux needed, indeed, no leſs than the ob- 
' ligation ſhe required, to have kept Philemon 
from revenging her cauſe in the manner ſhe ſo 
much apprehended, for though he gave me the 
oath I inſiſted on, with readineſs enough, as being 
doubtleſs far from imagining of what nature the 
ſecret was he was going to be entruſted with, 
yet he had no ſooner read it, than after the moſt 
dreadful execrations againſt the raviſher, he con- 
feſt, that not all the vows words could form 
would have been ſufficient to have bound him 
from letting looſe all his fury on the villain's 
head, were he yet in a condition to feel the ef- 
fects of it. — But, faid he, ht is gone to receive the 
reward of his wickedneſs in another world ; I have 
Juft now received a letter, which gives me an ac- 


count of his death. 


Yov cannot imagine, my dear Clarinda, how 
glad I was to hear this; I ran immediately to 
acquaint Reſinda with it, who lifted up her hands 
and eyes, crying, heaven, thou art juſt ! — I was 
beginning to relate to her how Philemon had be 
haved on-reading the paper I gave him, when he 
came into the room ; for I had omitted laying 
him under the injunction I had been accultomed 

4+ to 


AAS Calne AS. HT = 4 ae. | 


Eis r. Ixvii. for LADIES. - 283 


to do, not to attempt ſeeing her without her 
leave. 


SHE ſeemed, however, leſs diſconcerted than 
I expected at his preſence, which, when I per- 
ceived, made me not forry at the liberty he had 
taken, being not a little defirous to ſee in what 
manner he would accoſt her after the knowledge 
of her misfortune. — She prevented what he in- 
tended to ſay, by crying out as ſoon as he ap- 


peared ; — ell, Philemon, you Twill not now con- 


demn my flying from you ? — As much as ever, re- 
plied he, ſince it was unjuſt to make me ſuffer for 
the aus of another. —As ſhe made no immediate 
anſwer to theſe words, he proceeded to aſſure 
her, that the involuntary violation ſhe had ſuſ- 
tained, had not in the leaſt abated either his 
love or eſteem, and that as ſhe had once reſolved 


to make him happy, he hoped ſhe would baniſh 


all ideas that might forbid his being ſo. — No, 
ſaid ſhe, haſtily interrupting him, I was unwor- 
thy, infinitely unworthy of you in my days of in- 
nocence, much more as I am now, - She then told 
him, that ſhe had determined to ſeclude herſelf 
from the world, and go into a convent, where 
the little fortune ſhe was miſtreſs of, would main- 
tain her as a penſtoner, —It would be too tedious, 
if my memory would permit, to repeat all the 
arguments he made uſe of, to prevail on her to 
be more juſt to him and herſelf: —All that love 
and *good ſenſe could dictate, was exerted on 
this ſcore, but neither at that time; nor ever af- 


ter, could ſhe be won by his grief, or the perſwa- 


ſions of Sir John and myſelf, to recede from her 
declaration: — Never did [I ſee ſuch ſteadineis and 
ftrength of reſolution in ſo young a heart. 
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PHILE MON was at laſt obliged to deſiſt 
his unavailing importunities, though with what 
emotions you may gueſs by the proofs he had 
| ap how ſincerely and paſſionately his ſoul 

oated on her : To comply with her requeſt, Sir 
John got her a paſlage in the firſt ſhip that went 
to Boulogne, and a recommendation to the con- 
vent of Engliſh nuns, where a letter I juſt now 
received from her acquaints me ſhe is arrived, 
and received with all imaginable kindneſs. Her 
lover took his leave of us the next day after her 
departure, in order to loſe, if 1 the me- 

mory of what has paſt, in travel through foreign 
pars Nothing could * the agonies he was 

n at taking his laſt farewell of Reſinda; ſhe too, 
I believe, 25 her ſhare, in ſpite of all the he- 
roilm ſhe aſſumed. 


Now, in my opinion, all this diſtreſs might 
have been ſpared :—The wretch who had abuſed 
her was gone to anſwer, in another world, the 
baſe action he had been guilty of in this: The 
violation of her perſon, left no guilt upon her 
mind; that ftill was chaſte and pure: — Her 
lover regarded her as ſtill the ſame, and to ren- 
der both herſelf and him unhappy, appears to me 
an over- delicacy of ſentiment. I long to hear 
what you will ſay upon the ſubject, and will not 
entirely fix my judgment, till ſhave the pleaſure 
of yours. I am, with the moſt fincere and per- 
fect amity, my dear Clarinda, 


Yours, &c. 


FLORELLA; 


EPISTLE 
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EPISTLE Ii 
STELLA to EUSEBIA, acquainting her with her 


recovery from a dangerous fit of ſickneſs, and the 
change it had made in her way of — 


Dear madam, 


Mz? OME few days paſt, had I been 

born the heireſs of empire, gladly 
LY” > 2. wouldI have reſigned my pretenſions, 
and yielded up the glittering proſpect 


for the more valuable aſſurance of enjoying once 


again the happineſs of writing to you. — The ſa- 
cred rites of a departing ſoul had been adminiſ- 
tred to me: — I ſaw my mother's anguiſh, my 
father's tears, I heard the ſolemn ſentence of m 

immediate diſſolution pronounced by the phyſi- 
cian who attended me, and felt that within my- 
ſelf which more than all confirmed me in the be- 
lief that I was going to make my everlaſting 
exit from this world. O what did I not for 


ſome hours endure ! — The pains which had re- 


duced me to this condition were no longer felt ; 
all loſt and ſwallowed up in the more dreadful 
agonies of the mind! — How did I wiſh, how 
pray but for one day's reprieve ? — My remiſſneſs 
in reflecting on the fate that now ſeemed juſt 
falling on me, all my youthful vanities came 


freſh into my mind, and were now ſo many ſcor- 


pions which ſtung me to the very foul 1 
pleaſure, every amuſement I had with fo muc 
eagerneſs purſued, now reproached me with a 
wretched waſte of time, —with ſinning againft 
os ; : my 


r 
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my own reaſon, and rendered me contemptible 


to myſelf. _ 


Ix the midſt of theſe terrible ideas I fell at once 
into a ſlumber, as it appeared to me on coming 
out of. it, but all thole about me lay it was a 
convulſion fit; but whatever it may be called, it 
certainly was the laſt effort of iny malady. — Na- 
ture in me ſtruggled hard, and at length got the 
better of her enemy, or rather the Great Author - 
of nature was pleaſed- to liſten to my ardent 
vows, and ſnatch me from the graſp of death. — 
1 came to myſelf, when every one believed me 
gone for ever. O thou Great Supreme! whoſe 
2 juſt ſaved me ſinking into eternity's tre- 
ous gulf, vouchſafe to keep me ever grate- 
ful for — bounty: : Let the kind chaſtiſement I 
have felt dwell on my mind, and warn me of m 
duty, that, whenever the eine date of life 
is expired, I may receive the inevitable fiat wich- 
out horror. 


Teach my bef reaſan, reaſen ; my bet will 
Teach rettitude ; and fix my firm reſolve 
Wiſdom to wed, and pay her long arrears ; 
Nor let the phial of thy vengeance, pour'd 
On this devoted head, be four'd in vain. 


Yes, madam, death, in holding the mirror 
of futurity before-me, gave me at the ſame time 
a retroſpect on what I was going to leave be- 
hind me; and, ah ! how little worthy of atten- 
ticn did this world appear, when. ſtript of thoſe 
falſe colours which our imagination puts upon it: 

All ſeemed a dull, ill- acted farce, where iome 
ſcenes were ſhocking, ſome ridiculous, and the 


beſt but inſignificant and trifling. 
Ir 
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IF there be any thing like real hHappineſs be- 
low, it is in frendſhip, and the converſation of 
ſuch as can diſcern the true bleſſings of life from 
the counterfeit ; can diſcover through all their 
tinſel covering, the innate worthletineſs of the 
greateſt part of all ſublunary enjoyments. , Such 
who are incapable of flattery themſelves, and 
know how to deſpiſe it in others: Such who 
love and revere virtue, in the moſt abject garb, 
and can treat vice as it deſerves, though clad in 
purple robes : —Such who are equally the ene» 
mies of buſineſs and of ceremony, and alike: fly 
the hurry of Change-Alley, and the formalities 
of the drawing-room ; and finally, ſuch whoz 
truly ſenſible they have a glorious home to which 
they ſhall one day be called, behold, with un- 
concern, whatever events may happen to them 
at the inn where they at preſent ſojourn, 


You will ſay, that if I confine myſelf only to 
perſons of this claſs, I ſhall keep but very little 
company: — They are indeed rarely to be met 
with, and, if more numerous, could not hope 
that many would fall to my ſhare ; but that is a 
misfortune I ought not to regret, as I am ſure of 
one at leaſt in the excellent Eiſelia. My greateſt 
concern is, that you may imagine this change in 
iny way of thinking is more owing to vapours, 
which my late indiſpoſition may have occaſioned, 
than to a real and confirmed ſenſe of my duty, 
in what is owing to heaven, and myſelf; it is 
time and perſeverance that can alone convince 
you of the contrary ; I will not -I dare not 
ava 260 to ſay, I am enough aſſured of my own 

eart, to tell you it is an utter impoſſibility for 
me to relapſe into any part of thoſe follies, which 
have too much employed my former years _ 
2 i 2 + 18 
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This however I may aver, that my converſion 
is at preſent ſincere; to make it permanent I 
rely on heaven, and the charitable aſſiſtance of 
thoſe friends who with me well. 


I LoxG with the utmoſt impatience for your 
return, and am not afraid that the teſtifying that 
impatience will in the leaſt break through the 
ſcheme I have determined to purſue, of not be- 
ing over- anxious for any thing in this life, be- 
cauſe I am very certain, your converſation will 
enable me to deſerve a better : —Haſten, there- 
fore, I beſeech you, to er the reſolutions 
I have formed; for though 1 had always an ex- 
treme love anc veneration for you, both are now 
greatly increaſed, ſince the Almighty Diſpenſer 
of all bleflings has been graciouſly pleaſed to in- 
ſpire me with ſentiments and inclinations more 

conformable to yours. 


Thou I have had no returns of my fever, 
ſince the dreadful time I mentioned in the be- 
ginning of this letter, when I believe it entirely 
ſefe me, and am now, I think, perfectly reco- 
vered, they will not as yet ſuffer me to quit my 
chamber :—Y our niece, the amiable Euphroſine, 
has been ſo good to paſs an hour or two with me 
every day throughout the whole time of my con- 
finement.— As f have her, I the leſs miſs her 
aunt, but in my preſent ſituation, in ſpite of my 
boaſted reſolution, have need enough of you 
both to ſhield me from the thouſand temptations 
my launching out again into the world may in- 
volve me in :—Y-ou ſee I am far from placing 
too much dependance on myown abilities, which, 
I flatter myſelf, you will look upon as a good ſign 
in, dear madam, your moſt affectionate friend, 
STELLA. 
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EPISTLE LXX. 


From CALIsTo0 to LUCILLA, confeſſing her paſſun 


for Al Exils, how far ſhe had ſuffered it to get 
the better of her virtue, and that ſhe was now 
converted, by the arguments and example of her 
lover; with an earneſt exhortation that ſhe would 
not, if compelled to marry againſt her inclination, 
ever be prevailed upon to violate thoſe ſacred ties. 


Dear Lucitta, 
22336 O U are ſurprized at not hearing from 
me in fo mee, days:— You kindly 
an. oy cnide my remiſſneſs, and enjoin me to 
CY 0 


let you into the ſecret that has occa- 
ſioned it: —A ſecret indeed, and, you may be- 
keve a ſtrange one, that could render me for 
half that time forgetfal of our friendſhip; but T 
am now. again myſelf, and have the power of 


complying with your defire, which I ſhall do 


without reſerve, how fhameful ſoever the con 
feſſion may be to myſelf. 3 | 


My laſt gave you an account, that I had ſeen 
Alexis by accident; my pen I know was laviſh 
in his praiſe, but fell infinitely ſhort of the dic- 
tates of my heart ; he entertained, he talked to 
me with a politeneſs peculiar to himſelf, but 
ſeemed not to diſtinguiſh me from the other ladies 
in company, by any particular addreſs ; yet did 
this firſt, this fatal interview, produce in me 
emotions I had never known before :—In fine, 
I was in love, diſtractedly in love, as you will 

F O R 
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foon perceive, and might then ſay with Leonora 
a i Joay'; 


Tue læuæd away myſelf, — in one ſhort hour 
Already am I gone an age of paſſun. | 


Nou and day my head ran on him, I had 
no pleaſure in any converſation that did not turn 
on him :—T hated all who did not admire him, 
and was jealous of all who did: — 1 haunted all 
the public places he frequented ; whenever I ſaw 
him I was filled with new languiſhments, new 
ſenſations of a nature I cannot well deſcribe ; 
and when I ſaw him not, came home in ſuch a 
ſullen, peeviſh humour, as, I believe, made 
wy ſervants imagine my brain turned, for I quar- 
relled with every thing about me: No chance, 
however, brought me again into his company 
for near a month, though I often fought, and 
ardently wiſhed it. —At laſt, being in a public 
walk, with ſome ladies of wit and pleafantry 
who were known to him, he immediately joined 
us, and happening to be in a gayer humour than 
when I firſt ſaw him, psomoted a converſation 
the moſt gallant and ſpirituous that can be ima- 
gined : —But would you think it, Lucilla, I 
was: utterly incapable of joining in it: — My 
heart fluttered, my whole frame was in agita- 
tions, all my faculties. in a hurry, and though I 
had-longed with the utmoſt paſſion for ſuch an 
opportunity, yet now, when fortune threw it in 
my way, had not the power of making uſe of it 
to my advantage. Initead of diſplaying the little 
talents:I had received from nature, I behaved 
like a creature bred in a village; whenever he 
directed. his diſcourſe to me, as he frequently 
did, I bluſhed, hung down my head, Res 
| wnen 
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when I ſpoke, and in ſhort, appeared fo very 
filly, that had he not afterwards been but too 
well convinced of the true cauſe of my ſeeming 
ſtupidity, I muſt till now have paſſed in his opi- 
nion for a perfect ĩideot. - The other ladies, how- 
ever, being under no ſuch enchantment, 

rally took up the diſcourſe where he dropt it, 
and gave him fo full employment for his talent 
of repartee, that he had not time to afford me 
much attention; — and I found afterwards, that 
he had never faid any thing to them concerning 
me, or even enquired who I was. . 


THis ſecond meeting ſerved to complete the 
deſtruction of thoſe remains of reaſon the former 
had left in me: I could neithet eat, ſleep, or 
_ reſt in any one place, —I ſigh'd all night, —I 
Ianguiſned all day, — a thouſand romantic ideas 
roſe in my brain, I wanted to be in ſome diſgui 
that I might be always near him; I would have 
preferred the meaneſt office about his perſon, to 
being empreſs of the globe: Never was infa- 
tuation equal to mine, yet, believe me, I had 
not all this while one wiſh injurious to virtue: 
— My defires were violent, but not unchaſte, 
the utmoſt of my longings extended no farther 
than ſuch embraces as a ſiſter might allow a bro- 
ther; and oh, what would 1 not have given to 
have enjoyed that innocent delight! You will 
tell me, perhaps, I know little of the paſſion I 
was poſſeſſed of; it is true, I did fo, but 1 affure 
you this was, at that time, the condition of my 
heart. | _ x 45 


Bur I ſhould write you a book inſtead of a 
letter, were I to repeat the thouſandth part of all 
my tender follies; I a trouble you 
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with no more, but come to the criſis of my fate, 
the little expected conſequence of the mighty 
preparation love had made in my unguarded 
heart. + | ON 


 Arapy of quality, with whom I have been 
extremely intimate ever fince my arrival, took 
me to a maſquerade, where only perſons of the 
firſt rank were admitted: — The aſſembly was 
numerous and brilliant, the. habits ſparkling, 
and I took care mine ſhould not be the leaſt ele- 
gant, not knowing but Alexis might be there, 
whom] did not doubt of diſcovering in whatever 
ſhape he appeared, and flattered myſelf with 
being able, in a maſk, toentertain him in ſome- 
what of a more aſſured manner than I had cou- 
rage to do bare-faced : —I was not deceived in 
the former part of my conjecture ; he was there, 
and my heart ſoon toJd me which was he : In- 
deed, the fineneſs of his perſon made him eaſily 
diſtinguiſhed from all others, but alas ! though 
I had prepared in wy mind ſome things to ſay to 
him, which I thought would have engaged his 
attention, when I approached him had not the 
power of uttering a ſingle ſyllable:— He two or 
three times accoſted me, but finding I made 
other ſort of replies than might be expected in 
ſuch a place, ſoon quitted me for converſation 
more enlivening : — He once took hold of m 

hand, in order to join in a dance juſt then lead- 
ing up, but this ſudden touch ſet me in ſuch a 
trembling and diſorder, that, fearing I ſhould 
faint, I quitted the room that inſtant in order to 
recover myſelf. — There were ſeveral rooms in 
the gallery which led. to the ball-room, all illu- 
minated for any perſon to retire into; I went 
into one, and ſeeing a couch at the upper hens 
111 | W 
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threw myſelf upon it, full of confuſion for the 
fooliſh. figure I had made. — But, oh heaven | 
what was my condition, when preſently I faw 
Alexis enter with his vizard in his hand, and 
threw the door after him, which having a ſpring- 
bolt, was immediately made faſt. —He had re- 
tired to take ſome little reſpite from the hurry of 
the maſquerade, and perceived not any one was 
there till he was very near the couch: — He 
ſtarted at ſeeing me, and begged my pardon for 
his intruſion, on which I was about to riſe, but 
he would not permit me, ſaying, he would retire 
himſelf. This, I thought, I ought to oppoſe, 

in point of common manners, and there aroſe a 
little diſpute between us, which ſhould remain 
in poſſeſſion of the place: —I had by this time, 
however, got upon my legs, and was oo 
laying his two hands up ogpfg between, and 
madam, cried he, I muſt not ſuffer that, if you 
will not permit me to leave you as I found you, 
give me leave to ſhare with you in that relaxa- 
tion I ſuppoſe you came to indulge. —I was now 
ſo overcome with inward convulſions, at finding 
myſelf ſo near him, that I could make no anſwer 
to his laſt words, nor ſtir a ſtep either backwards 
or forwards, but ſtood trembling like a bird juſt 
caught: — I found he looked on me with ſurprize, 
and miſtaking the true reaſon of my tremblings, 
Vou ſeem, madam, ſaid he, to be under appre- 
henſions, which it is my duty to remove by in- 
ſtantly retiring; all the advantage I ſhall take of 
finding ſo agreeable a lady alone, is the favour of 
a ſalute; I ſtill was ſilent, and attempted not to 
prevent his doing as he ſaid; the kiſs he gave 


me ran through my ſoul, — my head turned 


,—1 knew not where Iwas, — all my con- 
— O 3 s fuſion 


- 
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fuſion redoubled, and, unable to ſuſtain the ſur- 
prize, I fainted and fell upon his breaſt. — My 
ſenſes, however, were not ſo entirely loſt as not 
to tell me what he did, —I found he took me in 
his arms with the extremeſt tenderneſs, and ſet 
me gently down, then with a penknife he had 
in his pocket, ript the lacing of the habit I had 
on, in order to give me air. I opened my eyes, 
and ſaw his were fixed upon me. Do you fear 
me, madam ? ſaid he; No, replied I, but I 
tear, What? reſumed he, taking one of my 
bands, and tenderly prefling it between both his: 
This action was again more than I could bear, 
my ſenſes once more half forſook me, and 
unknowing what I did, I threw the hand I had 
at liberty upon his breaſt, and ſighed and looked 
(as recollection fince aſſures we) in ſuch a man- 
ner 25 might well convince hims if Nedtff pro- 
Reded With tranſport, equal to his ſurprize, 
he ſeemed to receive the diſcovery, and preſſed 
my lips with ardour not to be expreſſed; it is 
with ſhame I own, I had no power that moment 
to make the leaſt reſiſtance, but ſuftered myſelf 
to be held in a ſtrenuous embrace, while kiſſes 
were the only language that paſſed between us; 
Eat length 1 broke from his arms, but it was 
only to burſt into exclamations which had no- 
thing of reſentment in them: - I am betrayed, 
cried I, the long · hid ſecret of my ſoul is betrayed 
to him, to him from whom of all the world it 
ought to have been eter concealed ; — O 
| what has one unguarded moment done ? — Shew 
me, interrupted-he, that I am more happy than 
any man can merit to be; —repent not, my 
angel, of the foft canfeſſion. The laft accents 
of theſe words were printed on my 8 
IF — W 
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which ſhame, at ſeeing myſelf expoſed, braught 
me to a glympſe of oF — 1 — made ſome 
few feint efforts to repel his preſſures: Leave 
me, cryed I, O Alexis, leave me to bluſh alone, 
and die with ſhame; go, I conjure you, go; yet 
ſtill, without being ſenſible I did ſo, held him 
faſt with both my hands. —I faw him ſmile z— 
If love demands a bluſh, ſaid he, let us bluſh to- 
gether. —We had all this time been only ſitting 
upright on the couch, but he elaſpiug me again 
between his arms, and joining his breaſt, his lips 
to mine, I could no more diſſemble a reluctance, 
no more make a ſhew of ſtruggling, but ſunk with 
him quite down: — I need not tell you what 
enſued. * 1 


AFTER what had paſſed, all reſerve was ba- 
niſhed : — I diverted him with the extravagancies 
of my paſſion, related to him the whole progreſs 
of it, and all the little whims that had come into 
my head for following bim in ſome ſhape or 
other, ſo as to be near his perſon; told him how 
much 1 had languiſhed for an opportunity of 
ſpeaking to him, and reminded him how inca- 
pable I had been of doing fo whenever he ap- 
proached : —A narrative, which tho' he ſeemed 
charmed with, he could not forbear frequently 
interrupting, by crying, how many bliſsful mo- 
ments have we loſt ; but the future mult pay the 
omiſſion of the paſt : Then would he preis me. 
to his boſom, —gaze on me, as if each look 
were to be his laſt — I, equally inſpired, re- 
turned his ardours with intereſt, —till the noiſe 
of ſomebody trying to open the door, -reminded 
us that it was poſſible we might be miſſed by our 
reſpective friends : We then agreed to ſeparate; 
— I was tao much diſconcerted to return to the 
| | O 4 ball, 


296 EPISTLES Boexk VI. 


ball, ſo reſolved to down and ſteal into a 
chair as privately as J could, while he went in 
and joined the company, It was now time for 
him to aſk where we ould meet again; I told 
him at my own lodgings, and having that very 
day received a letter from my lord, tore off the 
direction, and gave it to him to prevent any miſ- 
take, which be carefully put into his pocket-book. 


Tus we yielded to the crue] neceſſity of 
tearing ourſelves aſunder, and having appointed 
the next evening for re-enjoying one another's 
company, We were now obliged to part; he re- 
tired to the company, and I came home, as yet 
too much charmed to regret the ſacrifice I had 
been making. —T he high birth, the amiable qua- 
lifications, the enchanting perſon, the whole 
world's admiration of my lovely conqueror, I 
thought a ſanction for my yielding, which juſ- 
tified diſhonour ; nay I know not whether I was 
not infatuated enough to glory in my undoing as 
a merit, and rank my crime in the catalogue of 
venial ſins. 


Tx preſent tranquility of my mind, eaſed of 
the burden it had fo long ſuſtained, and the many 
reſtleſs nights I had endured, made me fleep 
ſo profoundly, that I awoke not till the day was 
far advanced. —I roſe full of a thouſand plezling 
images, little ſuſpecting the horrors I was ſoon 
to encounter: — Love, that had betrayed me in- 
to guilt, gave me no warning of the dreadſul pu- 
niſiment attending it, but ſuftered my fate to ruſh 
upon me at once, and deſpair, with all its black 
attendants, to take me by ſurprize.— I was ſcarce 
dreſt when my woman preſented a letter to me, 
which ſhe ſaid was left for me by a footman in 
120 b 4 
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a rich livery, which, on her deſcribing, I knew 
muſt be that of Alexis My heart fluttered when 
I opened it, was apprehenſive ſome accident had 
happened to delay the happineſs I expected, for 
an hour or two beyond the appointed time, or 
perhaps the whole evening ; this would have 
been a diſappointment my fond impatient heart 
could but have ill ſupported ;—judge, then, 


what became of me, when I found the contents 
were as follow. 


To the too amiable Caliſta. 


« FULL of the joys I had poſſeſſed, and al- 
« ready panting to renew them, the moment I 
came home, my greedy eyes devoured the dear 
<< direction to my expected ſcene of bliſs. But 
happening to turn the other {ide of the paper, 
1 found affectionate huſband, with the name of 
& Altamont ſubſcribed.— O heaven ! how deadly 
« adamp did theſe few words caſt on my warm 
« defires! I ſhuddered at the injuſtice I had been 
«. guilty of : What! my Caliſia married? — 
« cried I, a wife !— Have I been rifling ano- 
<< ther's treaſures ? —Baſely ſtealing thoſe kiſſes, 
* thoſe embraces, all thoſe nameleſs bleſſings 
« which marriage had before made the ſole 
«© property of another O Caliſia, what have 
« we done! — To what a crime have we been 
| © betrayed by youth and nature? Think too, 
e charming woman, think you are a wife / — 
Think on the vows you made before the altar, 
« and let the remembrance of mow — 
<< ſecure you from all the approaches of uniaw- 
6c: al ih, "208 are not, alas | the miſtreſs of 
<«< yourſelf, you have nothing to beſtow, all that 
you are Rr OI — 2 
& his ri | it. ven forgive 
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&. the violation, the laws of ſociety and of ho- 
% nour, forbid us ever to meet again. Break 
<« therefore through the ſweet enchantment by 
c hich we both were ſeized, and return to 
virtue and thoſe joys which Aymen warrants : 
For me, I ſhall endeavour, though difficult 
the taſk, to baniſh from my mind all memory 
“ of thoſe tranſporting moments we paſſed toge- 
6c ther, ſinee as. I cannot think on them without 
C pleaſure, neither can I without guilt.—Pity, 
4 but vouchſaſe no more to 


ALExIs.““ 


- Mapness, Lucilla, the moſt raving madneſs, 
was ſhort of what I felt in the firſt ſhock this 
-crue] billet give me :—1 imagined it proceeded 
from diſguſt, that ſomething in my perſon or 
behaviour had been leſs pleaſing than he pre- 
tended, and accuſed him of deceit, i 5 
ingratitude; branded his character with every 
epithet the fury of a diſappointed woman could 
invent; for I could not preſently believe a ſenſe 
of virtue, in an affair of this nature, could in 
his ſex, and at his years, be carried to ſo hi 
a pitch; but when 1 reflected on that wild exu- 
berance of tranſport he had received, and thoſe 
furious emotions, with which even our laſt em- 
brace was accompanied, I found they had all 
been ſuch as no falſe or lukewarm inclination: 
could have feigned.—My reſentment then ceaſed, 
and the moſt poignant grief ſucceeded ;—awhile 
I gave a looſe to tears and complainings, but at 
length ſome 9 of hope darted upon 
my mind, and abated my deſpair : I fancied, if 
I could but once more fee him, I ſhould be able 
till to allure him back to love, and triumph 
over all his boaſted virtue and — 
<* 1 * as 7 ; 485 


Error. tex. for LADIES. 299 


Alas, I wickedly judged of him by myſell. —1 
Joſt no time in making an experiment, fo flat- 
tering to my wiſhes. — I wrote to him in terms 
which I thought it would be in the power of no 
man, who had the leaſt affection, to reſiſt—1 
aſſured him that my marriage had not been the 
effect of choice ; that though a wife, he had my 
virgin heart; and to ſee him once more, 
even though be brought with him only the cool 
affection of a brother: in fine, I omitted no- 
thing that the extremeſt love, otic; and deſpair, 
could in their different turns enable me to urge. 
— This I ſent by a ſervant, who after waiting a 
conſiderable time for an anſwer, at laſt brought 
word, that Alexis would wait on me in the even- 
ing.— now half aſſured myſelf of conqueſt, I 
t I knew enough of his conſtitution to de- 
pend on his relapſing into love and fond deſire, 
on ſeeing me in all that height of mingled grief 
and deſparation, which I too omg * Fee 


W 


Mr inward agitations did not kinder che OR 
taking all imaginable care to make my outwatd 
form as agreeable as poſſible: Having dreſfed 
myſelf in the moſt bec oming negligence, I paſſed 
the time till his approach — 2 br claſs, 
and ling every captivating look : length 
he dy 1 him in my bed- chamber, 

ing the diſorder his letter had involved me 

ba, would not permit me to quit it. He frankly 
told me, he expected no leſs effects from what he 
had wrote, but conjured me to confider how ne- 
eeſſary it was for my future peace I ſhould confeſs 
the Juſtice of it. Should we, ſaid he, indulge 
the gratification of this guilty flame for the pre- 

| ſent, it could Not be 8 long continue 
-our 
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our criminal-endearments muſt break off in time; 
— it is not in the nature of things that we can 
always be together; — you mult one day return 
to your native 'country, to your friends, and to 
your hufband ;, and if even you would quit all 
for love, my affairs may oblige me to marry ;— 
a thouſand other accidents might part us; — 
amours of this kind muſt be tranſient, — they 
ever were, and ever will be ſo. Had you indeed 
been free from any other engagement, we might 
have gratified our mutual inclination while con- 
venience permitted us to do ſo, and the ſoft er- 
ror might have found excuſe; * madam, con- 
- tinued he; I never can be guilty e af 
violating a huſband's ere | 
> ($432 1023 “ 2 
. SUFFERED- " ally wa 4 on in * manner 
without, interruption, but the coldneſs of his ex- 
preflions ſtruck me to the heart, and beginning 
now again to think this prudence i in him ſprung 
merely from a want of love,-burſt at laſt into re- 
proaches little becoming of me, or the reſolu- 
non I. had . ftoxmed : How much you wrong 
me, replied he, honven.: and my heart is witneſs; 
nothing but the ſincereſt good wiſhes for the 
r- eſtabliihment of your peace of mind, ſhould 
have prevailed n me to expoſe m ſelf to the 
temptations of ſec ing you again: 0 es I then 
believe do not hate me, cried I, weep- 
a Could 1, be capable of ſuch ingratitude, 
replied he, as not to loye you, it would be a ſin 
qual. to indulging that love in oppoſition to the 
ates of reaſon and of honour, — Fain. would 
I have found ſome arguments to confute what he 
- bad ſaid, but there were in nature none; my 
foul. avowed the juſtice of his reaſoning, ad 1 


cauld only tell him, 1 could not live if baniſhed 
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from his preſence; that with this paſſion, this 
languiſhment about me, I never could think of 
returning to a huſband, who was always indiffe- 
rent, and now hateful to me, and ſuch ſtuff, 
which ſhewed rather the violence of my love, 
than the force of my underſtanding. I could 
fee, however, a certain tenderneſs in his eyes, 
which made me hope, his heart was not unaf- 
fected by my deſpair. —I have reaſon, indeed, to 
think it was fo, though he forbore any farther 
teſtimonies, and entreating I would attend to 
what he had to ſay with patience, began to diſ- 
play the folly and danger of ſuffering ourſelves to 
be guided by guilty or inconvenient paſſions, 
with ſo much eloquence, that I was preſently con- 
vinced, even in ſpite of myſelf :—While expa- 
tiating on the beauty of virtue, and the ſweet. 
content which riſes from a conſciouſneſs of doing 
well, I thought an angel ſpoke, — ſeraphic 
energy flowed in each charming accent, — all 
heaven was in his voice, — and while he uttered 
what ſacred truth inſpired, the divinity of his 
_ morals ſeemed to brighten all his aſpect, celeſtial 
glories darted from his eyes, and thrilled my 
foul with pure and hallowed fires, far different 
from thoſe I had ſo lately felt: I now looked 
on him as a ſuperior being diveſted of the 
oſs ſenſations of fleſh and blood; the paſſion 
I had for his perſon was now converted into an 
adoration of his precepts ; I threw myſelf at his 
feet, bathing them with tears of true contrition, 
and bleſt the virtue which recovered me from 
guilt and ſhame. -- But, O Lucilla, fee the tran- 
fition |— this elic preacher was very near 
being mepable himſelf of practiſing the doc- 
tine he had taught, — he raiſed me with indeed 
no More than a. brotherly affection, but in fog 
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ſing off the tears which ſtill hung upon my cheeks, 
be ar deviate from his ſublimity, — fall in- 
to meer man. —As I was every thing he pleaſed 
to make me, and my converſion yet weak and 
uneſtabliſhed, I ſympathized in the relapſe, and 
returned his preſſures with more warmth than 

became a ſaint; on which he, ſenſible of the 

| danger, tore himſelf away, crying O, it is too 
0 much for nature to ſuſtain, farewell, too charm- 
ing of your ſex, farewell for ever. With theſe 
words, he ſhot out of the room, leaving me to 
bluſh at my weakneſs, and reflect with amaze- 
ment on his tranſcendent virtue. 


I,x to have the entire command of oneſelf be 

the greateſt proof of heroiſm, Alexis muſt ſurely 
be allowed to excel all precedent. — Bred up 
in all the gallantries of a luxurious court, and 
ſkilled in every art to pleaſe, yet at the age of 
two and twenty, thus tempted by me and his 
on amorous emotions, had ftrength and reſo- 
tation to break through the excitements of youth 

and nature, even in the moment they molt de- 
manded gratification. | 


TuIs glorious example I am endeavouring to 
imitate. I quitted the town the very next day, 
and went to a village about twenty miles off, 
but my unſettled thoughts ſuffered me to con- 
tinue there but three days; from thence I came 
to , where I now am, and expect the fa- 
vour of a letter from you, but you muſt write 
ſoon, or it will be in danger of miſſing me; for 
I cannot flatter myſelf with being able yet awhile 
"to remain long in any one place ;—this I am 
certain of, that it will be a long time before I 
mall have the happineſs of feeing you, without 
415 you 


— 
* 


— 
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Fou had friendſhip enough to take a voyage to 
me, for as to my return, I know not when, or 
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whether I ſhall ever bring myſelf to fee again a 
huſband whom I cannot love, and am vin 
1 have injured. | 


Lr my example be of this advantage to 
you, dear Lucilla, to avoid, if poſſible, becom- 
ing a wife, without being firſt a lover, to ſecure 
your heart from any future impreffions ; but if 
your hard fate, and the will of unrelenting pa- 
rents, ſhould compel your inclinations, think 
not yourſelf at liberty after that to make any 
other choice. — Alexis has convinced me, that 
matriage- vows are not leſs binding becauſe for- 
ced: — The violation of them is unpardonable 
by heaven and mankind, all good augels forſake 
the tranſgreſſing wife, and the contempt of the 
world purſues her ſteps: — Her family, her 
friends, look on her as their ſhame, ſhe is the 
ridicule of her acquaintance, and, in the end, 


| Buy theſe are exhortations which I dare 
- believe you will ſtand in little need of; love is of 
à nature fo infinuating, that the ſtricteſt virtue 
may ſometimes call for example and remon- 
ſtrances to guard againſt its encrozchments ; mine 
at leaſt will be of no prejudice, and I am certain 
will de looked upon by you as well meant, and 
- proceeding from the ſineereſt good wiſhes that 
your lot may be as happy as mine is miſerable. —- 
1 live in a diſmal ſolitude ; no converſation hut 
muy own (diſturbed thoughts; the oftner there- 

| fore you write, and the longer your _ 
are, the more welcome they will be. If you 
A ving 


304 EPISTLES Boox VI. 


having departed from the path of virtue, con- 

gratulate my return to it, and aſſiſt me in the 

perſeverance. Adieu, I fear I have tired you 

with theſe tedious particulars, and it is time 
now to conclude with ſubſcribing myſelf, 

M y dear Lucilla, Noun Sc. 
Cris rA. 
26 2 ö Ir Sa (> 
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 JEPISTLE LXXI. 
[ In anſiuer to the faregoing. ] 
From LUCILLA to CAL1STA, endeavouring to 
— her with the hopes that the fault ſhe had 
| ty of might ſind excuſe, as it was unpre- 
. — and occaſtoned by the = of an invo- 
luntary paſſion, and acquainting her that her hbuſ- 
band lived publickly with a A | 


Dear madam, _, 
E confidence you are e pleaſed to re- 
np WP poſe in me, in an affair of ſo nice and 
I delicate a nature, is an honour which 
I can never too much, nor too grate- 
fully acknowledge, yet not all the bigh ſenſe I 
IS of it, can keep me from being — 
ſurprized to find the effects of love ſo violent in 
n rded againſt all the ap- 
; proaches of that ay in x ſhape they 
came. To be captivated to the degree you were, 
7 72 to be ſo, without any attacks for that pur- 
poſe on the fide of your conqueror, ſeems to me 
to have ſomething ſupernatural in it, and is a 
prodigy beyond all I ever heard of, except the 
ſequel to your amour, and that indeed is ſuch 
eee no cxedit with me from any other 
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than yourſelf.— I can eaſily believe Alexis has all 


the graces you paint him with, and ſtand leſs 
amazed at your behaviour in the firſt ſcene be- 
tween you, when love, ſurprize, and opportu- 
nity, all joined to inſpire mutual wiſhes, than [ 
can at that of Aexis after knowing you were a 
wife. — He that could know defire to ſuch ex- 
ceſs, yet ſuppreſs that deſire when moſt enflamed, 
the object preſent, nay, even languiſhing with 
equal wiſhes, and ſnatch himſelf away to obey 
the calls of virtue and honour : —He that could 
do this, muſt ſure be more than man. — Such 
lovers, madam, are not the growth of every age ; 
he ſtands alone, the nonpariel of the times. —I 
am no judge of the raptures you deſcribe with fo 
much energy, but am of the difficulty of ſelf- 
denial; it is therefore this latter part of your 
lover's character which charms me, and I know 
not whether, unſeeing, I am not in love with 
him myſelf. — It is certain, that ſhould fortune 
ever throw him in my way, I ſhould behold him 
with the extremeſt admiration, and, as I have 
been told, that admiration of a perſon of a dif- 
ferent ſex, has a danger in it, I think it will be 
beſt for me to keep at a diſtance, and content 
myſelf with idolizing the beauties of his mind, 


You will ſay, perhaps, I am too gay on a 
ſubject which has proved ſo ſerious to you; but 
I do it to divert you from thinking too deeply 
either on the having indulged, or ſubdued a pal- 
ſion of ſo extraordinary a nature, and which, as 
it was involuntary, and the conſequence unpre- 
meditated, I hope, will find excuſe. | 


AnD now, dear madam, I have ſomewhat 
to acquaint you with, which before the n 
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of your laſt letter, I ſhould not have preſumed to 
have mentioned, but in your preſent ſituation of 
mind, I think cannot be diſpleaſing to you. 


Tov had not left London many days before it 
was known that your lord had been inſpired with 
a molt violent flame for a young girl called Chloe, 
who, though of mean birth and education, had 
virtue enough to reſiſt all the.hne things he ſaid 
to her, nor yielded till he had not only made her 
a large ſettlement, but alſo provided for all her 
family. —At firſt he kept her in a private lodg- 
ing, but for ſome time paſt has taken her into 
his bouſe, where ſhe now, in all reſpects, ſup- 
| Plies your place, does the honours of his table, 
has the entire command of all the ſervants, and 
{o great an aſcendance over him, that he declares 
publickly be will make her his wife, if fortune 
ſhould ever put it in his power; — a civil way, 
ou will ſay, of wiſhing you out of the world 
t that can have little effect either on your 
health, or peace of mind; on the contrary, the 
inſult gives you a fair pretence of living ſeparate 
from a huſband who has now proved himſelf un- 
| Worthy of you; and you may return, without 
any danger of being teized by your kindred with 
importunities for a reconciliation. — The blame 
of your former diſagreement falls now wholly to 
his ſhare, and the world will pity you for that 
which in ſecret gives you matter of rejoycing. 


 HasTEn then, dear madam, your departure 
from a place, which, in ſpite of all your reſolu- 
tion, cannot but preſent you with continual oc- 
caſions for reflections of a nature dangerous either 
to your virtue or your peace of mind. What- 
ever contributes to preſerve the too charming me | 
; 0 
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of Alexis, muſt be fatal to the ene, as the me- 
mory of thoſe unhappy circumſtances which eter- 
nally divide ꝓou, mult be to the other. An en- 
ure forgetfulneſs of both, can alone reſtore you 
to that tranquility you once enjoyed, and it is 
tberefore neceſſary, that new ſcenes, new amuſe- 
ments, ſhould chaſe away the images of the 
paſt ; — theſe will not be wanting among friends 
from whom you have ſo long been abſent, 
and to whom your return will be as welcome, 
as it has been impatiently longed for, by, dear 
madam, Your molt obliged | 

LucilLa. 


E-P IS T1-K.-.EERT.. --- 


In anſiuer to the foregoing. 
From CalIsTA t LUCILLA, acquainting her, 
that fhe was rejayced ta hear her huſband lived 
- - publickly mth a miſtreſs, and aſſuring her that 
15 — would 1910 9. N to England, as 
His behaviour had given ber a pretence to refuſe 
living with him again. 5 f aſe 


Dear LucitLta, | 4 
fy OW ſtrange is the condition of my 
heart, how different am I from m 
FA ſex, and how changed from hath 
n yas once myſelf:— That which would 
fill any other woman with rage and grief, affords _ 
me extreme ſatisfaction; and what to have known 
a month ago, would have fired me with reſent- 
ment, now is the only conſolation I can poflibly 
receive in my preſent fituation. — The know. 
ledge of Altamomt's perfidy and umvorthi w_ _ 
* render 
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rendered him more agreeable than any thing elſe 


in his power could have done. — Little does he, 
or the world imagine, how much I prize the 
favour he confers on me by this public inſult : — 
I am'no longer tenacious of the privileges of a 
wife; no longer has the pride of beauty any in- 
fluence over me; gladly I reſign my rights, and 
yield to the charms of my rival: — Long may 
Chloe triumph; Califia envies not, nor will at- 
tempt any diſturbance to her peace; — her con- 
queſt is my gain, and I recover my liberty by 
my huſband's being made a ſlave. Fortune, 
which will not make me bleſt, at leaſt has made 
me eaſy ; and I ought not to complain, ſince, 
- as I cannot be happy with the man I love, I am 
not doom'd to be wretched with the man I hate. 


1 navt no objection LW 44 . —— 
countiy, and thoſe friends, from whom, alas, 
I have too long been abſent ; I ſhall, therefore, 
take your council, and make all the haſte I can, 
from a place fo fatal to my honour, and my re- 
poſe. Too true indeed it is, that I can never 
hope to be eaſy while I breathe in the ſame, air 
with my ſtill adored Alexis: — Whether change 
of place will make any change in my ſentiments, 
] know not, but I have ſtill remains enough of 
diſcretion to make the experiment, and do every 
thing in my power to loſe all memory both of 
the pleaſure and the pain of what has paſt. If I 
am not ſo happy to ſucceed, I have the comfort 
of knowing I have one friend into whole faithful. 
boſom I may pour out the ſecret anguiſh of my 
foul. _ I khow you will indulge the tender folly, 
if reaſon and the utmoſt efforts I can make ſhould 
prove ineffectual to ſubdue it entirely. — Do not, 
bowever, imagine I ſhall perſecute you too much 
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on this ſcore; for I aſſure you I am more the 
heroine than I knew I was, till juſt now I have 
given a proof of it, which, after what I have 
laid, you would little expect from me; it is this, 
happening to be at a ſale of curioſities, a picture 
of Alexis was among the number; my firſt emo- 
tions tempted me to buy it, and I was going to 
count down the ſum demanded, when all at once 
reflection told me, that this was not the way to 
gain a victory over paſſion, and I exchanged my 
purchaſe for a St. Agnes ſet with emeralds. — 
This, Lucilla, you muſt own, was a great piece 
of ſelf-denial, and, I am not without hopes, will 
be followed by others, which, in time, will re- 
ſtore me to that ſtate of mind I once enjoyed. 


Tuls is the laſt letter you will receive from 


me; I have already began to prepare for m 
journey, and if no croſs accident intervenes, ſh 
be with you in about ten or twelve days. Adieu, 
my dear Lucilla, believe me ever yours, fc. 


 CarlisTA. 


EY AC RIAL 


EPISTLE LXXIII. 
ASTREA to PUBLICOLA, a gentleman of great 
wit and learning, requeſling him ta write in the 
defence 2 virtue and morality; and ſetting forth 


O adhere to the rules of virtue in times 
5 Z when vice is the ſuteſt title to reſpect 
„and favour, is truly great in you; — 
9 Publickly to eſpouſe the depreciated 
precepts of religion and morality ; —to dare the 
| | | tongue 
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tongue of cenfure in a juſt cauſe, and to be above 
the ſneers and — aL which wit, ill-applied, 
is capable of throwing out on every thing that 
oppoſes the mode of libertiniſm, — he - 
roiſm.; yet pardon me when 1 ay I cannot think 
this enough: Heaven, who has endued you with 
ſuperior talents, demands you ſhould exert them 
all in its defence againſt the affronts and con- 
tumelies daily offered by wicked and impious men. 
— Your exemplary way of living is confined only 
to thoſe who have the happineſs of being inti- 
mately acquainted with you :— What you do, is 
known but to few; and what you /ay, reaches 
the ears but of an inconſiderable number, in 
compariſon with the- millions who ſtand-in need 
of the remonſtrances in your power to make; — 
The degeneracy and depravity of the age calls 
loudly for a pen like yours. Public enormities 
ſhould have public reproof. — Thoſe who are 
not to be won by precept or example from their 
errors, may, perhaps, be ſhamed out of them 
by fatire ;—at leaſt, all methods in this caſe are 
to be tried, when corruption and immorality are 

at their zenith, and vice no longer ſculks in 
corners, and ſecks to hide its odious head, but 
proudly ſtalks with gigantic ſtrides over all the 
guilty land, licenſed and uneontrouled, — The 
crimes of Greece had an Arilophanes ; thofe of 
Rome, a Perſeus, a Horace, and a Juuenal; ſhall 
Britain then want her Publicola ? 


p E RD I have heard bse judicous: perſons 
fay, that the nation in general is not ſo wicked, 
_ 28 it is infatuated; that the blame of thoſe ge- 
neral miſdeeds ought to be laid upon a few, 
whoſe artihces to enſlave and ruin could not ſuc- 
2 9 the community _—_ 
5 | guilty 
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guilty with themſelves, and in great meaſure ac- 
ceſſory to their own perdition; and I have the 
charity to think this obſervation right; but if ſo, 
fr, .it doubtleſs the more behoves every one, 
who is qualified for ſo noble an undertaking, to 
uſe his utmoſt efforts for opening the eyes of the 
poor miſguided multitude, for pointing out the 
ſnares laid for them by their pretended friends, 
and the headlong deſtruction, into which a little, 
a very little time, mult - inevitably bring them, 
if they perſevere in following the paths they now 
purſue. — To remind them that it is not titles, 
it is not power, it is not wealth, that makes the 
poſſeſſor worthy of imitation, but as a learned 
and reverend poet has already told them, 


Tis virtue crowns the lateſman, and the man; 
Sole ſource of public, and of private peace: | 
For deep beneath the monuments proud baſe 
In black ablivion's kennel ſhall be trad 
Their execrable names, who high in potuer, 
And dtep in guilt, miſt ommouſly ſhine 
The meteors of the ſtate, giue vice her head, 
To licenſe leud let looſe the public rein, 

Juench every ſpark of conſcience in the land, 

ad triumph in the profligate's applauſe : 

Or who to the firſt bidder ſell their fouls, 
Their country ſell, ſell all u bought 
With funds exhauſted, and exhauſted ves : 
I ho plunge (but not lite Curtius, detun the gulph, 
To bring back public honour, well nigh Ig. 
But down the gulph of narrow-minded elf, 
Which gapes, and ſwallows all they ougbt to ſave. 


THrosz, whoſe ſole aim is the gratification of 
their ſenſual appetites, delight to live like the 


beaſts that periſh ; and believe that when they 
| leave 
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vi. 
leave this world, they „ die 


all, and be accountable for nothing they have 
done, are perhaps incapable of being rouſed by 
any admonitions concerning a future ſtate, yet it 
is poſſible that ſome, even among thoſe, may, 
on a pathetic repreſentation, be touched with 
remorſe for any injuſtice they have been guilty 
of to others, though inſenſible of what they have 
done to their own ſouls : — They may not be 
dead to humanity, though to religion, and thereby 
become leſs prejudicial to the world, if not to 


themſelves. 


Bur the number of ſuch, I hope, will be 
found ſmall, when ſet againſt thoſe who act. 
meerly by imitation, who mean well, though 
they do ill: — Poor creatures, who never give 
themſelves the pains to examine into the merit 
of any cauſe, nor the juſtice of any principle, 
but take all upon truſt from their ſuperiors. — 
Thoſe certainly deſerve to be fet right, and it is 
for their ſakes chiefly that I take the liberty of 
reminding you of what is expected from you, by 
all who have any remains of virtue, or public 


ſpirit in them, and moſt ardently defired by, fir, 


Yout molt ſincere friend, 
| ASTREA, 
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